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SPECIAL TRAINS NEAR US: May - September 
May 10:         THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS. Colchester-York & return. 60163 Tornado. 
May 12:         THE NENE MACHINE. Hastings-Hertford North-Peterborough & return - .Hastings DMU. 
May 19:         BEAMISH OPEN AIR MUSEUM. Kings Cross-Durham & return. 67 diesel. 
May 26:         THE SHAMBLES. Shenfield-Stevenage-York & return. 2 x 317 EMU. 
May 27:         THE PEAK FORESTER. Kings Cross-Peterborough-Oakham-Derby-Bedford St. Pancras. 70013 Oliver Cromwell. 
June 7:           THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS. Alresford-Ely & return 34046 Braunton. 
June 9:           RAILFEST AT NRM YORK. Norwich-Bury St. Edmunds-Cambridge-Ely-Newcastle & return . 2 x 47 diesels. 
June 16:         THE SETTLE & CARLISLE STATESMAN Peterborough-Carlisle & return. 2 x 47 diesels. 
June 23:         THE TITFIELD THUNDERBOLT. Kings Cross-Cambridge-Norwich-Holt & return. 34067 Tangmere. 
                        THE SETTLE & CARLISLE STATESMAN Cambridge-Peterborough-Carlisle & return 47 + 57 diesels. 
June 30:         THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS Kings Cross-Durham & return  60163 tornado. 
July 4:            THE FENLAND CATHEDRALS EXPRESS Blackpool-Stamford-Peterborough-Ely & return 2 x 47 diesels. 
July 14:          THE LINCOLN IMP St. Pancras-Corby-Nottingham-Lincoln-Peterborough-Kings Cross  70013 Oliver Cromwell. 
July 19:          THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS Cambridge-Canterbury & return 34046 Braunton. 
July 21:          THE CANTERBURY & KENT CIRCULAR Holt-Cambridge-Hitchin-Canterbury & return  2 x 47 diesels. 
July 25:          THE ELIZABETHAN Kings-Cross-Edinburgh & return Northbound: D9009 Alycidon; Southbound: 60163 Tornado. 
August 18:     THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS Kings Cross-Scarborough & return 60163 Tornado. 
August 26:     THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS Kings Cross-Cambridge-Norwich & return  60163 Tornado. 
September 6: THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS Salisbury-Cambridge & return  71000 Duke of Gloucester. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO CIRCLE LINE 
Editorial contributions are accepted in hand-written, typed or e-mail form (WORD text files preferred) to Mike Page 
(details are above). If you e-mail pictures or illustrations, low-res JPEGs should be e-mailed initially (please keep file size 
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Thanks again, to this issue’s contributors without whom our journal would not have appeared. 
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Outings planned for 2012 until September 
 
Saturday June 9:             Railfest, National Railway Museum, York. 
Sunday July 1:                 Churnet Valley Railway (including Cauldon Moor service). 
Friday September 7:       Presentations by Peter Denney and Mike Page. 
Saturday September 8:   Swanage Railway. 
 

From the Editor 
Looking at the developments finished and planned around Cambridge, it is encouraging to see money 
being spent on expanding railway facilities (albeit passenger only) instead of being spent on cutting 
back. Following the completion of the new platform at Cambridge station we now have the intention to 
build a new three-platform station in Chesterton Sidings with easier access by road and public transport 
when compared with battling increasing road congestion in Cambridge City centre. 
 
Once the Cambridge Science Park station is ‘up and running’ one can only speculate how the 
Chesterton side of Cambridge will develop. There is talk of a new road bridge across the Cam, but it 
has not been said where at the time of writing. There are plans for more housing and office 
developments near the new station. These developments coupled with the planned town of 
‘Northstowe’ and developments at Alconbury will beg the question of whether the guided busway will 
be able to cope with increased demand when compared with a railway’s capacity 
 
Nearer to London, but again benefiting Cambridge, will be the new flyover for the Cambridge Line at 
Hitchin. Though one wonders if there had been closer, long-term planning coordination between the 
urban and county councils concerned, the flyover might have been cheaper without that new housing 
estate built by the junction. 
 
As regards special events. There are still seats available on the three above-mentioned CRC outings. 
Also, if you look down the list of ‘Special Trains Near Us’ opposite, you will note there will be a new 
steam locomotive visitor to Cambridge in the form of a recently restored ‘West Country’ Pacific, 
34046 Braunton, to take tour participants into Kent to visit Canterbury on July 19. Also planned to 
make a return visit is 71000 Duke of Gloucester on September 6. 
 
On a much sadder note we had to say farewell to Jean Cosgrove wife of the retired CRC Treasurer 
Michael Cosgrove. Jean’s funeral was held on Tuesday April at the Crematorium East Chapel and was 

well supported by CRC members. Donations can be made to Cancer Research UK.  
 
This issue of Circle Line will be the last one until October so there is plenty of time for you to write 
some articles on reminiscences of steam days or of the early modern traction, such as the ‘blue period’ 
or recent experiences with today’s railways - Mike Page 
 

 
 

 

Cover: Look up your best pictures for the 
CRC Photographic Competiition. Now for 
a change here is some GWR: the late 
Dave Theobald took this night-time shot 
of 6990 Witherslack Hall on the Great 
Central Railway in April, 1990. 
 
Right: the editor would like to apologise 
to Chris Burton as this view published in 
Circle 107 was taken by him and not 
John Hunting! Also it is 70000 Britannia 
and not 70013 Oliver Cromwell! 70000 is 
heading ‘The Cathedrals Express’ south 
of Shepreth Jnc. on her way from Lewes 
to Ely on July 14, 2011. 



Chesterton sidings to become 
Cambridge Science Park station 
 

 
 
Chesterton Sidings, lying in the ‘Y’ of the 
former Chesterton Junction on the 
Cambridge – Ely line, is to be the site of 
the proposed £26 million ‘Cambridge 
Science Park’ railway station, which if all 
goes well could be opening for business 
sometime in 2015. 
 
 
Cambridge Science Park railway station would be located in 
the Cambridge suburb of Chesterton at Chesterton Sidings 
within walking distance of to Cambridge Science Park on the 
Fen Line, which runs from Cambridge to King's Lynn. The 
official proposal from Cambridgeshire County Council has the 
backing of the rail industry and would complement the 
existing Cambridge by serving locations to the north east of 
Cambridge. The station would provide an interchange the 
Cambridgeshire Guided Busway providing access from 
Huntingdon, St Ives (including the park and ride site) and the 
proposed new town, Northstowe as well as the nearby park 
and ride site and local Stagecoach bus services. Construction 

costs have been estimated at £21–£24 million. A preliminary 
business case indicates a benefit-cost ratio of 9.6 to 1. 
 
The station will have three platforms, and will be served by at 
least four hourly southbound trains (to Cambridge and 
London) and three hourly northbound trains (to Ely, Kings 
Lynn and Norwich). 
 
The station will provide a huge boost for the local economy, 
and will kick start development and the creation of jobs by 
significantly improving accessibility and journey times. The 
much improved links to London for high-tech companies 
based in the north Cambridge/Science Park area will make 
this an even more attractive place for businesses to grow and 
locate. 
 
As reported in the March 24 edition of the Weekend 
Cambridge News, the County Council’s transport strategy 
manager said that the road access (to the new station) would 
be provided from Cowley Road while the Guided Busway 
would be extended to the new station from Milton Road. It 
was expected there would be some 400 parking bays and 1000 
cycle spaces provided. Smith added that the Council would 
like to provide a new bridge over the River Cam. 

Shown here is a map of the 
Chesterton area of Cambridge 
showing Chesterton Junction 
and its location to the 
Cambridge Science Park.  
Cambridge Science Park 
railway station will be located at 
‘Proposed Chesterton Sidings 
Station’ site.  
In 2010, CAST.IRON wrote to 
the government as a formal 
response to Department for 
Transport's consultation in the 
Greater Anglia rail franchise. 
“We propose a new north 
Cambridge station that can be 
delivered within two years at an 
affordable cost. The proposed 
station will be adjacent to Milton 
Road (the main road into 
Cambridge from the north), 
which would be very close to 
Cambridge's Science and 
Business Parks and the 
Regional College”. 
“The station could be opened at 
the same time as new platforms 
at Cambridge station next year 
(2011) and through services to 
Stansted and London could be 
provided, slashing journey times 
for thousands of workers and 
residents”. 



Also the Cambridge News reported that Cambridge City 
Council and Network Rail were considering plans for office 
developments around the new station. Within three years of 
opening the new station may see some 800,000 
passengers/year using it. 
 
Cambridge MP Julian Huppert supports the project along with 
the leader of Cambridge City Council, Sian Reid. 
Cambridgeshire County Council is hoping that infrastructure 
owner Network Rail will fund at least part of the station's 
construction. At present, money to build the station will come 
from the council and it will recover its costs from ticket sales. 
The council has worked with local MPs, district councils and 
Network Rail to develop a business case for the station. 
  
In September 2011, Theresa Villiers, the Minister of State for 
Transport visited Cambridge, and discussed the proposed 
station with county council members, saying that the 
government was interested in further development of the 
council's proposal. In a later letter to Cambridgeshire County 
Council she said the £26m station would be included in the 
next rail franchises. 
 
In February 2012 the government officially approved the 
proposal, with work due to begin in 2014. Bob Menzies, the 
council's head of major infrastructure delivery, who led the 
guided busway build, will be in charge of the project.  
 
 
Council leader Nick Clarke said, "I am now putting the 
funding in place to deliver the station, and while there is still a 
lot to do, we are committed to do all we can to make it 
happen." 
 
Spin-off effects 
The new station will provide a huge boost for the local 
economy, and will kick start development and the creation of 
jobs by significantly improving accessibility and journey 
times. The much improved links to London for high-tech 
companies based in the north Cambridge/Science Park area 
will make this an even more attractive place for businesses to 
grow and locate. With the planned links to the Busway this 
will also provide rapid journey times to and from the planned 
new town of Northstowe, and create an economic growth 
corridor between Cambridge and Huntingdon and the 
enterprise zone at Alconbury. It will also bring significant 
benefits for local residents in north Cambridge and to the 
wider community. As around 80% of vehicles currently using 
Cambridge station emanate from north of the city.  
 
The Suffolk County Council believes that Cambridge Science 
Park station could provide new job opportunities in Norfolk 
and Suffolk by providing new access to an area of high-skilled 
jobs (Cambridge Science Park) for people to live in the rural 
Brecks. Suffolk County Council portfolio holder for roads, 
transport and planning, Guy McGregor, said: “From Suffolk’s 
point of view it is about the impact this will have upon the 
economy and the ability to get to high skilled employment as 
a consequence of this investment. 
 
Forest heath district councillor for Brandon East, Bill Bishop, 
said the proposal was “great”, and added: “We’ve got the 
facilities now in Brandon and the station is getting better and 
better as they’re improving the building. “I think it will 
certainly let people get out of the town to find different  
employment and it will bring a lot of people to Brandon.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dave Ward, Network Rail route managing director, said: 
"Demand for rail travel in and around Cambridge continues to 
grow and our ongoing investment in the area is designed to 
cater for that growth. We look forward to working with the 
county council on this project which will be real boost to rail 
services in Cambridgeshire and deliver long-lasting benefits 
for people in the area. This is a great example of a growing 
local economy enabling investment in the rail network."  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Chesterton Junction signal box is on the right as a 31 
diesel approaches from Ely during February 1979.   (Mike Page) 
Below: A 101 DMU from Ely passes proposed Science Park 
station site.                     (Late Dave Theobald – CRC Archives) 
 

During February 1979 Sunday ECML diversions. Deltic 55017 
The Durham Light Infantry has just crossed the Cam at 
Chesterton Jnc. A new road bridge over the Cam is being 
considered to connect with Science Park station.    (Mike Page)     



A videographer’s diary 
for 2011 – Part II 
 

Following on with Membership Secretary 
Ian Worland’s tour of the UK in 2011, Part 
II takes us to Wales, Yorkshire, Norfolk and 
Nottinghamshire as well as some local 
haunts in pursuit of mostly steam-worked 
specials and preserved lines’ activities. 
 
The ‘Cathedrals Express’ headed by 70013 Oliver Cromwell 
was the attraction in July when I headed for Padnal Bank to 
film her there (who remembers the signal box there?) and 
crossing the Fens at Milton. 
 
Wales: in the following week my wife (Olive) and I went on a 
coach holiday to North Wales. We did do one-way trips on the 
Welsh Highland Railway (WHR), the Ffestiniog Railway and 
the Talyllyn Railway. We had one free day from the tour, 
which we used to go to Porthmadoc on a local ‘bus and did 
some filming in the station area. I can recommend the station 
café, which had a good selection of snacks and meals. Later, 
as our hotel in Beddgelert was very close to the WHR I was 
able to go out and film the last train heading towards 
Porthmadoc. 
 
Nearer home:  I went across to Offord to film LNER 4492 
Dominion of New Zealand (60019 Bittern) in command of the 
‘White Rose’ on July 9. To catch the return working I went to 
Sandy. Next project was to film Britannia: after arriving with 
a ‘Cathedrals Express’ from Lewes on July 14, 70000 
Britannia was being turned and serviced at March where I 
filmed her, and again when she passed Milton on the return 
working. 
 
A week later it was time to visit the Mid-Norfolk Railway on 
July 23. The attraction was to film London Transport liveried 
ex-GWR pannier tank L99 in action at Dereham, Yaxham, 
Thuxton, Hardingham and Wymondham.  
 
L99 was also due to appear on the North Norfolk Railway so I 
went there on July 31 where Standard 9F 2-10-0 92203 Black 
Prince was also working passenger trains. I filmed the trains 
at Holt, Weybourne and Sheringham including 47 diesel 
(Brush ‘4’) working a demonstration goods train. 
 
The first part of August produced some local ‘special’ action: 
such as A1 Pacific 60163 Tornado caught at Ickleton while 
working a ‘Cathedrals Express’ from Ely to Bristol on the 
very wet morning of August 4. Then the next day I filmed a 
network Rail measurement train at Waterbeach on its way to 
check the line between Norwich and Ely in preparation for an 
empty coaching stock (ECS) working from Carnforth to 
Norwich. 
 
Tornado was the lure again on August 13 when the loco was 
due to head another ‘Cathedrals Express’ up the East Coast 
Main Line (ECML) to York. I chose Lolham Crossing again 
to film the A1 and various modern traction units. I chased 
after Tornado again on her return working to Kings Cross at 
Sandy. 

 
 
 
 
 
Yorkshire: it was off to Yorkshire on August 14 for a short 
five-day break and I caught up with the North Yorkshire 
Moors Railway on August 15. I began at Goathland and 
Pickering to film various trains hauled by 9F 92214, Southern 
S15 4-6-0 No. 825, two Stanier Black Five 4-6-0s 44767 
(Stephenson valve gear) and 45428 Eric Tracey and a Class 
31 (Brush 2) diesel. 
 
Next day I went over to Monk Fryston (where the Wakefield-
York line crosses the A63) and Sherburn-Elmet (on the York-
Scarborough line) to catch Black Five 44932 working the 
‘Scarborough Spa Express’. I also shot Class 66 diesels 
working steel, coal and biomass fuel trains. 
 
On August 17 I set up near Colton Junction (where the Leeds-
York and ECML meet) to catch 44932 again working to 
Carnforth with her support coach. Then rebuilt ‘Royal Scot’ 
46115 Scots Guardsman came through with the ‘Scarborough 
Spa Express’. Among ‘modern traction’ trains seen was the 
‘Northern Belle’ working from Chester to York. 
 
Still in Yorkshire, the task on August 18 was to bag Scots 
Guardsman again, this time on her way to Leeds at Bolton 
Percy south of Colton Junction as well as filming the modern 
trains. Later that day I was back at Colton Junction again to 
film Scots Guardsman on the York to Leeds leg of the 
‘Scarborough Spa Express’. But after a long wait I ‘phoned a 
friend to find out what was happening: 46115 had failed near 
Leeds on the morning down run. I considered myself luck to 
film two DRS class 37 (English Electric Type 3) diesels 
working a return charter from Durham to Aberystwyth. 
 
The last day of my ‘short break’ was spent visiting the 
Keighley & Worth Valley Railway where ex-LMS Fowler 4F 
0-6-0 No. 43924 was running, having returned to service after 

60163 Tornado approaches Foxton on December 19, 2011 with 
a Basingstoke-Norwich ‘Cathedrals Express’.      (Ian Worland) 



a long and Protracted overhaul. I filmed the ‘4F’ at Howarth, 
Keighley, Ingro West and Oakworth. The latter station was 
made famous for the filming of ‘The Railway Children’. 
 
Back home and the North Norfolk Railway Gala: July 21 
saw another visit to East Anglia by Britannia. She was in 
charge of a ‘Cathedrals Express’ to Norwich so I went to 
Padnal Bank to film the down journey and to Milton for the 
return trip. Then on July 28 I met up with some friends from 
Nottingham area to film GBRF, Freightliner and DBS Class 
66 locomotives departing from Whitemoor yard. They were 
taking an assortment of infrastructure trains to the Ipswich 
area for weekend engineering work. 
 
It was a Gala weekend on the North Norfolk Railway so I 
made a trip there on September 2 to film the trains, which 
included LMS designed and BR-built Ivatt Class 4 2-6-0 No. 
43106 loaned by the Severn Valley Railway. These engines 
were long associated with former Midland & Great Northern 
lines from the early 1950s. Also ex-LMS Black Five No. 
45305 travelled over the new level crossing at Sheringham. In 
action too were ex-GWR 0-6-2T No. 5619, ex-BR Class 9F 
92203 Black Prince and ex-GWR/London Transport pannier 
tank L99, which were operating alongside ex-GER/LNER J15 
0-6-0 No. 65462 and ex-WD/J94 0-6-0 saddle tank 68033. I 
filmed the trains at Weybourne and Kelling. 
 
A couple of weeks later the Nene Valley Railway held its 
Gala with ex-BR Class 8 Pacific 71000 Duke of Gloucester 
and ex-GWR ‘Hall’ 4-6-0 No. 4936 Kinlet Hall operating as 
guest locomotives. In steam too were the resident locomotives 
Standard Five 4-6-0 No. 73050 City of Peterborough, ex-LMS 
Fowler 4F No. 44422 and an industrial 0-6-0 saddle tank 
locomotive No. 22. I caught them on video at Wansford and 
Sutton Cross on September 26. The latter proved to be a good 
spot for watching the mail train in action. 
 
Yet another Gala was organised by the Great Central Railway, 
which I visited on October 9. Locomotives running included 
Bulleid unrebuilt ‘West Country’ Pacific 34007 Wadebridge 
on loan from the Mid-Hants Railway and is the oldest Bulleid 
Pacific in preservation. Operating too was a visitor from the 
Peak Rail, the LMS maroon liveried 8F 2-8-0 No. 8624 
alongside ex Somerset & Dorset Railway 7F 2-8-0 No. 88 
from the West Somerset Railway.  
 
The GCR residents in action included BR Standard Class 2 2-
6-0 No. 78019, ex-LMS ‘Jinty’ 3F 0-6-0T No. 47406, ex-SR 
‘King Arthur’ 4-6-0 30777 Sir Lamiel and ex-GWR ‘Hall’ 
4953 Pitchford Hall. I filmed these engines in action at 
Kinchley Lane and Loughborough. 
 
The Autumn gathered pace as I drove to Kennett and Shippea 
Hill on October 21 to film the Railhead Treatment Trains 
(RHTT) working. These RHTTs run most days during the leaf 
fall season treating the rails with a mixture of sandite and 
pressurised water to improve rail adhesion. 
 
Yorkshire again and the Mid-Hants: I took another short 
break in Yorkshire on October 23 to visit Goathland on the 
NYMR. Locomotives filmed on this visit included the 
NYMR’s S15 No. 825, Black Five 45428, 9F 92214 and for 
the first time on this line an ex-GWR ‘Manor’ 4-6-0 appeared. 
The loco was the Llangollen Railway’s No. 7822 Foxcote 
Manor. The diesels filmed working were Type 24 D5061 and 
Type 25 D7628. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The CRC organised an outing to the Mid-Hants Railway on 
October 29 and a very good day out it was too (many thanks 
to outings Secretary Tony Dewey). Four visiting locomotives 
were in action that day: Tornado, Britannia, Dominion of New 
Zealand and the ex-GNER/LNER N2 0-6-2T No. 1722. 
Resident locos running from the Mid-Hants stable included 
Wadebridge, ex-SR LN 4-6-0 No. 850 Lord Nelson, ‘Black 
Five’ 45379, ex-SR ‘U’ Class 2-6-0 No. 31806 and 9F 92212. 
I filmed them in action at Arlesford, Ropley and Medstead & 
Four Marks. 
 
As Winter approached, I spent some time filming RHTTs at 
Sandy, Ashwell & Morden and Cattishall and Thurston near 
Bury St. Edmunds. DBS Class 66s and 67s as well as DRS 
37s and 57s hauled the trains. 
 
Oliver Cromwell was out and about on December 3 on a 
Kings Cross – Spalding charter train, so I went to Gosberton 
on the line between Spalding and Lincoln to film her there. 
Ickleton was the next location to catch Oliver Cromwell again 
on December 8 when she headed a trip from Ely to Oxford 
and again on December 10 when the engine worked from 
Cambridge to York on the ‘Christmas White Rose’. Then on 
December 15, I filmed Dominion of New Zealand being 
helped, most disappointingly, by two diesels on the Norwich 
to York trip. 
 
The filming year for me closed with catching Oliver Cromwell 
again on the Kings Cross-York ‘White Rose’ at Lolham and 
finally filming Tornado at Foxton and Milton on December 19 
when she headed a ‘Cathedrals Express’ from Basingstoke to 
Norwich. 
 
To sum up, it had been a successful year with mixed weather 
conditions and some very interesting workings filmed on the 
main line and at some of the preserved railways. 

Tasks for the surviving English Electric Class 37 diesel electrics 
on Britain’s privatised railways range from the occasional 
moderately heavy freight, such as a scrap train, as celebrities 
on a ‘modern traction’ special, hanging about on the back of, or 
rescuing a ‘steam special’ to quite mundane looking (if 
important) duties such as nuclear flask trains, or as in this view, 
a Rail Head Treatment Train seen passing Kennett on their way 
to Norwich on October 28, 2011.                          (Ian Worland) 



 
 

Living in the West Midlands I had no chance of experiencing a ride with an A4 
until  May 1962 when the Locomotive Club of Great Britain organised its 
‘Great Northern Railtour from Kings Cross to Doncaster writes Mike Page. 
 
Diesels began to flood the main lines in 1962, particularly on 
the West and East Coast express passenger services. The days 
were becoming obviously numbered for taking a ride behind 
an ex-LNER Pacific on the East Coast mainline.  
 
The Eastern Region of British Railways had begun to accept 
the 22 production ‘Deltic’ locomotives built by the English 
Electric Company. The threat of retiring 55 Pacifics was now 
being carried out - though, thankfully, the withdrawals did not 
happen overnight. The numbers of English Electric Type 4 
(40) and Derby/Sulzer ‘Peak’ (45 and 46) were fast 
multiplying too. Already, by the Spring of 1962, the six 
Thompson A2/2 pacific rebuilds of the Gresley P2 2-8-2s and 
the four ‘V2’ boilered A2/1 pacifics had gone. The cutters’ 
torches had also begun work on the A3s: 60055/79/102/4 
(Woolwinder,  Bayardo, Sir Frederick Banbury and Solario) 
had already been taken out of service. 
 
The Locomotive Club of Great Britain (LCGB) announced it 
was going to run a special ‘Great Northern Railtour’ from 
Kings Cross to Doncaster on May 19, 1962, using an A3 on 
the down run and an A4 - with a suggestion of having a go at 
reaching the ‘ton’ - on the return trip. Neither ex schoolmate 
Henry Harvey nor I had ever had a ride behind an A4. We 
found we could do the LCGB’s trip without having an 
overnight stay in London. The regular Saturday London 
excursion to Euston left Walsall at 07.45h and allowed plenty 
of time between arrival and late night departure to do the 
‘Great Northern’ trip. So, we booked to ride the LCGB 
excursion. 
 
On a dull, grey Saturday morning, Bescot’s Stanier ‘Black 

Five’, 45410, took us via Bescot, Great Barr, Monument Lane 
and Birmingham New Street, on a steady run down to Euston. 
Once past Rugby, we passed ‘Type 4’ after ‘Type 4’ (Class 
40s) on northbound trains - not a single ‘Duchess’, ‘Princess 
Royal’ or ‘Royal Scot’ were seen en route.  Standard 4 2-6-0s 
had begun to move in on the West Midlands scene, such as 
former Neasden 76037, which had been moved to 2B 
Nuneaton and was seen at Rugby.  
 
Diesels were also encroaching on West Coast mainline freight. 
We saw, for example, 1A Willesden’s Derby Type 2 (24) 
D5034 and English Electric Type 1s D8001 + D8007 on 
freights south of Wolverton. As we roared through Bletchley 
we noted that the ex LNWR G2 and G2a 0-8-0s were no 
longer active. Withdrawn locos 48953, 49061, 49310 and 
49443 stood forlornly stored in a line. 
 
The approaches to Euston were almost steamless. Among the 
few steam locos, we noted only Watford’s Ivatt 2 2-6-0, 46431 
and a Fowler 2-6-4T 42351 (surprisingly, from Barrow!) on 
empty stock workings. They worked among English Electric 
Type 4s (40s) and more Derby Type 2s (24s/25s). Rebuilding 
work had not yet begun on the old Euston station, which 
offered a confusing layout, with the ‘Grand Hall’ effectively 
bisecting arrival and departure platforms. Nor was it obvious 
where the ‘UndergrounD’ station lay, so we headed for Euston 
Road, walking through the Great Arch. 
 
We entered ‘The Cross’ through its side entrance and past the 
surpisingly cramped ticket office to see Doncaster shed’s 
60119 Patrick Stirling simmering at the buffers. It appeared to 
be the only ‘steamer’ in Kings Cross station sitting among the 

My first 
ride with 
an A4 
Pacific 
in 1962 
 
Kings Cross A4 60017 
Silver Fox is ready to 
leave Doncaster station 
with the return LCGB 
‘Great Northern Railtour’ 
on May 18, 1962. LCGB 
magazine W. McCready 



 
 
diesels including an English Electric Type 4, a Derby Sulzer 
‘Peak’ (46), Brush Type 2s (31s) and a thrumming ‘Deltic’. 
 
We walked up platform seven, where the stock for the LCGB 
special stood, having been brought in by a Brush ‘2’. At the 
front end, was a highly polished and ‘bulled up’ A3, 60066 
Merry Hampton from ‘Top Shed’. Not only had the buffer 
heads been burnished, the connecting rods and valve gear had 
too! Pity the sun did not shine! 
 
With only a few slight slips ‘66’ heaved us into Gasworks 
tunnel. At the other end, instead of J50s and J52s of five years 
ago there were now diesel shunters (08s) working on Kings 
Cross goods. There was no ‘A4’ waiting to back down to 
Kings Cross , but Peterborough’s 9F 2-10-0s 92040 and 92148 
stood there instead, along with Finsbury Park’s D5056. Then 
Copenhagen tunnel enveloped us. ‘66’ was accelerating nicely 
to push through Finsbury Park - past more diesels, and another 
Peterborough 9F, 92179 - at around 40mph or so. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

On the other side of Potters Bar, we met Grantham’s 60048 
Doncaster on an up Newcastle express. Once past the old 
Stevenage station, ‘66’ began to move into the ‘80s’. We 
hurtled through Hitchin watched by Bletchley’s Standard 4 4-
6-0, 75037. There were three WD’s in the loco yard, 
Immingham’s 90035 and Peterborough’s 90703/30, as well as 
March’s V2, 60948. The rapidly approaching chime whistle 
sounding on the up fast was not an A4 but Immingham’s 
70035 Rudyard Kipling on a Grimsby-Kings Cross train. 
 
Now more steam began to pass us, such as Peterborough’s 
60062 Minoru and Copley Hill’s 60120 Kittiwake - certainly 
steam frequency was now climbing as we approached 
Peterborough. More 9Fs, WDs and V2s greeted us, while an 
N2 0-6-2T, 69583, shunted vans and, no doubt, dreamed of its 
halcyon days down the ‘Widened Lines’ on the UndergrounD 
to Moorgate! 
 
As we accelerated away from the speed restriction through  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Walsall station on a wet and 
miserable Saturday morning 
on May 19, 1962. Bescot 
shed’s Stanier ‘Black Five’ 
45410 brings in the empty 
stock from Mestycroft carriage 
sidings just north of the town to 
form the regular 07.45h 
Saturdays Only excursion to 
London (Euston). Everything in 
this view has changed: Walsall 
has only a three-platform 
1960s monstrosity for a station 
today for services between 
Rugeley (Trent Valley) and 
Birmingham (New Street) 
using 323s on the electrified 
section and 150s  Mike Page. 

Station rebuilding had not begun at Euston: 45410 has arrived 
next to the old Grand Hall building on the left. The old layout 
was rather confusing and finding the UndergrounD station was 
not easy!                                                                    Mike Page 

‘Top Shed’ had turned out 60066 Merry Hampton beautifully 
with burnished buffers and connecting rods. If only the sun had 
shone! The day remained dull with occasional light rain, the 
standard arrangement for a steam locomotive event!  Mike Page 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peterborough station (yes, we went through it, not around the 
west side), a pall of smoke was seen showing where 34E New 
England shed was hidden by the still busy and extensive 
marshalling yards. I noted one of the fast fading class of 
‘ROD’ 04 2-8-0s, an 04/8, 63863 from Boston, in the yards 
just before 60056 Centenary, on an up express, blotted out the 
view. 
 
Now ‘66’ was accelerating for the climb to Stoke, which we 
accomplished with ‘11-on’ at about 60mph, passed by more 
WDs and 9Fs as well as the odd V2, and more diesels. We 
dashed through Grantham, then met Thompson A2/3, 60523 
Sun Castle and  another A1, 60144 King’s Courier - both from 
Doncaster - between Newark and Retford. 
 
Merry Hampton began slowing as we approached the yards 
south of Doncaster where the many coal trains were 
undergoing a motive power transition. Brush Type 2s were 
vying for jobs with 9Fs and WDs and the fast dwindling 04s. 
Two O4s were seen simmering outside Doncaster shed among 
more WDs and ex-works 60528 Tudor Minstrel from Dundee! 
 
We arrived in Doncaster station at the platform facing the 
‘Plant’ where departmental locos 10 and 11 (ex J50s 68911/4) 
stood parked. We entered the works over the footbridge, 
showing our tickets at a gate. We descended into the yard to 
find ex-works 60037 Hyperion from Haymarket, later joined 
by our ‘66’. Also gleaming on this dull day was ex-works 01 
2-8-0, 63746 from March and Hull Dairycoate’s K3, 61922. It 
was only a few months later that BR accountants withdrew the 
whole of the K3 class - there was money to waste apparently. 
 
Sitting in the entrance roads was the pioneer B1, 61000 
Springbok from Colwick - she wasn’t repaired this time, her 
withdrawal came soon afterwards. 
 
In the main erecting shops were some ‘cops’ for many of us, 
including Haymarket’s A4, 60011 Empire of India. There were 
three other A4s under repair: Quicksilver, Falcon and Lord 
Farringdon (all Kings Cross). The latter ended its days in 
Scotland. Doncaster was also repairing ‘Britannias’, 
represented by  March’s Hotspur and Immingham’s Clive of 
India. There were A1s too: Meg Merrilies and Aboyeur 
(Copley Hill); Hal o’ the Wynd (Heaton) and Balmoral (York). 
Many of us were pleased to see A3s: the veteran Flying Fox  

Haymarket shed’s A3 
Pacific 60037 Hyperion 
sparkles alongside 60066 
in the yard at Doncaster 
Works. There were a 
number of A3s 
undergoing overhaul 
during our visit Mike Page 

Under repair in the main assembly shop  were four A4s of which 
King Cross shed’s 60025 Falcon is shown above.  
 
Locos under repair were (as we walked through the assembly 
shop): 60061, 60011, 60148,60034, 60025, 60115, 70040, 60116, 
63663, 60522, 63646, 60140, 62054, 63942, 70011, 60106, 
62026, 60950, 60015, 62004 and 61059.  
 
Among locos outside were: 61000 (withdrawn), 63746 (ex-works), 
60041, 60037 (ex-works), 61922 (ex-works) and 62004. Not so 
fortunate was the very last Gresley K2 2-6-0 61742 found sitting 
among the junk of the cutting-up yard.                         Mike Page 



 
 
(Grantham) and Spearmint (Haymarket) were undergoing 
repairs. The only A2 under repair was York’s A2/3 Straight 
Deal. Lesser fry included 2-8-0s, such as 01s 63646 and 63663 
from Staveley (GC) and 02 63942 (Retford). There was a 
sprinkling of V2s, K1s and B1s, including March’s 61059. 
Outside in the scrap yard was the still fairly intact and last K2 
‘ragtimer’ 2-6-0, 61742 from Peterborough. 
 
We elected to stay on the station afterwards, having heard that 
Doncaster shed was not welcoming visitors! In the two hours 
or so on the station, only a few diesels went by, including 
brand-new Brush Type 2s D5840 and D5820  (Darnall). 
D5840 was new enough not to be listed in my Spring 1962 
ABC Locoshed Book! In that time we saw only one 04, 
Mexborough’s original 04/1, 63684, among two 02s,  two 
WDs, three 9Fs, three V2s and March’s 70034 Thomas Hardy 
passing by on coal and general freight. Most of the cross-
country local and express trains, like Liverpool-Hull, were 
either DMUs or an English Electric Type 4. There was one B1 
seen on a local passenger. 
 
A surprise was St. Margaret’s run-down A2 Sayajirao coming 
in on a down parcels. Maybe it was her working to Doncaster 
for overhaul, as I saw her again, in 1964 at Dundee. An A4 
turned up at last: Kings Cross’ 60014 Silver Link on a down 
Leeds train, while another Kings Cross loco, A3 60110 
Hermit, had a southbound from Leeds.  
 
Eventually our return excursion arrived on the up back 
platform, with a highly polished Kings Cross A4 Silver Fox. 
Yes, the driver said he would have a go at the ‘ton’ down 
Stoke Bank, even with ‘11-on’ 
 
We made very fast progress towards Grantham. Silver Fox’s 
exhaust became now very audible and the excitement 
increased as we forged up to Stoke tunnel - only for the brakes 
to come full on!  Being in the first coach, we heard, via the 
corridor tender, that there was a freight in front of us! Did 
BR’s ‘Control’ people have no soul? 
 
The road cleared as we entered Stoke at about 20mph, with 
60017, blowing off steam madly, but the exhaust was loud 
again and boy, did we accelerate! ‘17’ hooted at the crew of  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Know anyone in this picture? I 
thought the chap, second from 
the left wearing glasses was 
David Green, but he assured 
me he wasn’t on the trip. On 
this visit to the works the 
pioneer B1 4-6-0 61000 
Sprinbok, last allocated to 
Colwick, Nottingham, was not 
to be repaired. One thought it 
would have been a worthwhile 
candidate for preservation, but 
it was not to be.      Mike Page 

The days of ex-Great Central Railway’s 2-8-0s were numbered 
in 1962 as the Brush Type 2 (31) followed by the English 
Electric Type 3 (37) diesel electrics began a steady but 
unrelenting takeover of freight traffic in South Yorkshire and 
Lincolnshire. Thompson rebuild of Robinson 04 into 01, 63746 
(above) was ex-works during our visit and had finished her days 
at March by 1964.  The 04/1 63684 (below) seen passing 
through Doncaster station on a coal train was an original 
Robinson 2-8-0 working out of Mexborough. The ‘RoDs’ were 
slaughtered during the following two years.              Mike Page 



the unfortunate 9F that had slowed us, Immingham’s 92192, 
and we went faster and faster. We screamed through Essendine 
and the word went around, as the brakes came on for 
Peterborough, that we had hit 104mph. The stop-watchers in 
the train suggested 97mph. I would like to have preferred to 
believed Silver Fox’s speedometer! 
 
Our merry progress continued in the 70s and 80s towards 
London and we passed the only A1/1 - Edward Thompson’s 
A1 (A3) rebuild, 60113 Great Northern on a down express 
near Potters Bar. In Hornsey we saw one of the few remaining 
Kings Cross N2s, 69593, shunting stock. 
 
It was all over too quickly. We cheered the crew at Kings 
Cross, I believe a hat was passed around. Still having some 
time to spare before our near Midnight departure from Euston, 
we took the UndergrounD to Waterloo, where we briefly saw, 
over a sandwich and tea, M7 30051, ‘Schools’ 30937 Epsom 
and ‘West Country’ 34009 Lyme Regis. These were all based 
at Nine Elms. 

Back at Euston, steam was only present on empty stock, such 
as Willesden’s Standard 4 4-6-0s, 75030/52. Bletchley’s 
Fairburn 2-6-4T, 42066, had arrived with a parcels train. 
Otherwise, at that time of night, our 45410 appeared to be the 
only steam departure. 
 
So, we had had our first ever LNER Pacific rides, at a good 
speed, on the East Coast mainline. We both nodded off happily 
in our Stanier coach compartment as 45410 took us back to 
Walsall. It was 1963 before I rode behind an A4 again: with 
60027 Merlin from Glasgow (Buchanon Street) to Dundee. 
 
So did the speedy A3s and A4s sway Henry and I away from 
our love of Stanier’s ‘Duchesses’ and rebuilt ‘Royal Scots’? 
You have to put them into perspective. The East Coast main 
line is mostly level and fast. Pacifics tore along with mostly 
11/12-coach trains. Could you compare them with a ‘Duchess’ 
on 18 coaches or a ‘Scot’ working hard with ‘15-on’ on the 
long ascent to Whitmore north of Stafford? As the old 
engineers would say: “horses for courses”. 

 
 

 

Fifty years ago: Derby Works Open Days 1961 
 

 

 
 
Well, it seems a long time ago now when all members of the 
public, including young children, were let loose among the 
latest British Railways  locomotives on show – as well as the 
works and locomotive roundhouses – at Derby  on August 28, 
1961. The above scenes would now be impossible to create 
around a working railway installation today! 
 
Above left you have on show (left to right) 46254 City of 
Stoke-on-Trent in BR maroon, BR/Sulzer Type 4 (45) 1C-C1 
D137 (built at Derby), BR 9F 2-10-0 92220 Evening Star and 
a breakdown crane and a line of preserved locomotives 
including Midland Compound 1000, London, Tilbury & 
Southend Railway 4-4-2T Thundersley and the Midland 2-4-0 
and the ‘Spinner’ 4-2-2 for all and sundry to visit. 
 
Touring the works’ yards (above right) found ex-North 
London Railway 0-6-0T 58850 sitting in the ‘repairs line’ 
sandwiched in between ‘Jinty’ 0-6-0T 47629 (17A Derby) and 

Stanier 8F  2-8-0 48371 (18C Hasland) with Standard 5 4-6-0 
73071(6A Chester) behind. The lads climbing on the engines 
would get a warm welcome from their parents when they got 
home covered in oil and grease! 
 
Among locos awaiting decisions or repair were D2501 (one of 
only ten Hudswell-Clarke 204BHP diesel mechanical  0-6-0 
shunters of 1956), 12000 (English Electric 1936 for the LMS), 
12092/6, Deeley Midland 0-4-0T 41532, LMS Compound 4-4-
0 41168, Johnson Midland 0-6-0T 41835, Stanier three-
cylinder 2-6-4Ts 42506/10/21/24 and Somerset & Dorset 2-8-0 
53809. Among the few locos on shed was York’s B1 61049. 
 
Under build in the works that day were BR/Sulzer Type 4s 
(Type 45)  D138/139/141/142/143. As the day drew to a close 
I caught a York-Bristol train back to Burton-on-Trent, which 
gave me my first ride behind a BR/Sulzer Type 4 (45) D87: 
acceleration was impressive!                                 - Mike Page 



Cambridge Line flyover work at Hitchin begun 
 

 
 
 
 

A flyover at Hitchin over the ECML for Cambridge line trains has been talked about for 
some years, but now work is underway on site preparation for the £62 million scheme. The 
flyover will also accept freight trains up to 2000 tonnes as well as EMU services. 
 
Laura Burge in the Comet 24 newsletter reported that 
preparations were underway to ready a site and its surrounding 
roads for the ‘controversial’ Network Rail flyover in Hitchin.  
To relieve rail congestion at the existing flat junction on the 
north side of Hitchin station, the £62 million scheme will serve 
trains on the East Coast Main Line (ECML) between 
Cambridge, Peterborough and London King’s Cross as well as 
stations in between. 
 
Contractor Hochtief Construction worked with Network Rail 
(NR) to prepare a traffic management plan at a North Herts 
District Council (NHDC) planning meeting in November 
2011. The plans for   accommodating lorries and other vehicles 
travelling to the site include reducing the speed limit to 40mph 
on Stotfold Road, and creating access roads. 
 
Cllr Tom Brindley, NHDC’s portfolio holder for planning, 
transport and enterprise, said: “The main contractor has been 
appointed and will work alongside Network Rail to deliver the 
scheme.” He said: “Preliminary site clearance has now begun 
before the formal commencement of the project with the 
Stotfold Road site entrance and access works in late 

November. Throughout the construction, NHDC will work in 
partnership with Network Rail and Hertfordshire County 
Council to ensure that residents, businesses and other 
organisations are kept informed on its progress.” 
 
Existing long distance train journey times decrease with the 
scheme. In the May 2011 emerging timetable an aggregate 20 
minutes of pathing time will be saved for 20 long distance 
ECML services with trains saving half a minute to 2 minutes. 
These savings generate £800,000/year of benefits using the 
DfT appraisal guidance.   
  
Every southbound train from Peterborough (around 60 long 
distance trains together with outer suburban and freight 
services) on any day of operation has the potential to be 
delayed by the flat junction. Based on current service levels, 
train performance modelling shows that the scheme provides 
annual benefits of £3million using DfT appraisal methodology. 
The scheme also helps to maximise timetable options by 
making journey times quicker by avoiding the need to build in 
pathing time to account for infrastructure constraints on the 
line and by improving the reliability of services.   

Map shows the positioning of the projected flyover route for the Cambridge down line leaving the ECML just north of Hitchin Station (2011). 



The Hitchin grade separation benefit:cost ratio has been 
calculated at 5.5 over 60 years. The current running time 
between Hitchin and Letchworth will be increased by 30 
seconds for some trains and 45 seconds for others; but the 
average journey time increase will be offset by removal of the 
pathing time at Hitchin in Cambridge Line services (28 
services affected per day in the May 2011 timetable for a total 
of 45 minutes).   
  
The flyover will not accommodate the heaviest freight trains 
(in excess of 2000 tonnes trailing load) and the flat junction 
will be left in for exceptional train movements, which would 
be timetabled in quiet periods.   
  
Materials will be transported via Wilbury Hills Road.  There 
are currently 17 HGV’s in the AM peak hour or one every 3.5 
minutes. But for 70% of the 27 month construction period 10 
HGVs would be added in the peak hour making 27 or one 
every two minutes;   
 

The project has attracted criticism in the past, with Wilbury 
residents arguing it will disrupt their roads, and cause 
congestion and safety issues. Environmental aspects have also 
been brought up by Transition Town Letchworth members. 
But Network Rail has said that it hoped to work with these 
groups, and will keep residents updated on the scheme. 
 
A Network Rail spokesman added: “Network Rail is 
committed to building considerately and will do everything we 
can to keep disruption from this work to a minimum. With this 
in mind, we plan to build an access road to the site to separate 
our construction traffic from Hitchin and Letchworth town 
centres as was highlighted in the public enquiry in May 2010.” 
 
NR said: “We are mindful of the impact these works will have 
on residents and we will make every effort to keep affected 
residents informed throughout the process. Regular meetings 
are being arrange with the resident group representatives, 
business operating in the area and the council.” 
 

 

LETTERS 
 

Firing days and Flying Scotsman 
 
Dear Mr Burton. 
 
It is with great joy to state that I have found tonight on the internet, a web page i.e.:- Circle line 2011. 
Now, I see Bill Last is the president, I was based at 31A, Cambridge shed in Devonshire Road, From 1960 to 1968. 
I have fired many times to Bill, I can see his face now. 
 
I also fired to Harry Lane, Den Merry, Les Rolf, too many to name here. I was the regular fire to the named drivers above. 
including Digger Ayers. He drove the Flying Scotsman from Norwich to Cambridge in May 1966. I was the fireman. 
On the footplate was Chas Harland, District travelling inspector, Alan Pegler, the owner, also the guy (whose name escapes me) 
who Alan Pegler beat in buying the Flying Scotsman. The guard for that special was Terry Crabb.  
 
Now, are there any publications about shed 31A, I would love to buy them if there is. 
I can also state that I was the last person to drive an engine on the old ‘half moon’ line  beside the old ash pits at Cambridge. 
Hope to hear form you soon. 
Regards 

 
Colin Cornwell 
 

 

In the ownership of the recently late Alan Pegler, 
4472 Flying Scotsman has arrived at Cambridge 
during, it is believed, May 1966. 4472 was hauling 
a special from Kings Cross to Norwich. 
 
Alan Francis Pegler OBE, passed away on March 
18, 2012 aged 91, after a short illness. 
Alan Pegler, who was from Nottinghamshire, is 
credited as the man who bought LNER A3 4472 
Flying Scotsman from British Railways in the early 
1960's, and he was also involved in the revival of 
the Ffestiniog Railway; it was his intervention and 
his raising of the funds required to transfer 
ownership to the present day company, that paved 
the way for the restoration of the Porthmadog 
based narrow gauge railway (Ffestiniog Railway). 
 
Photograph was acquired some years ago from the 
former editor of the Cambridge News. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Obituary: Jean 
Cosgrove 
 
Jean, wife of former Circle Treasurer Mike 
Cosgrove, passed away in Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital on 20 March. She had not been in very 
good health over recent years but was 
particularly poorly in her final month or so. 
 
Jean was the last of the Circle ‘tea ladies’ who 
would have their own social evening in the 
kitchen during the first half while the urn slowly 
boiled the water to make tea ready for half time. 
They dispensed it during the interval and then 
spent the second half clearing up and engaging in 
more chat. This had gone on since the Circle was 
formed. The task eventually became too much 
and Jean and Joan Last were the final members 
to ‘retire’. 
 
I used to visit Mike and Jean’s home in Metcalfe 
Road fairly frequently when he was Treasurer, 
either to get cheques signed or to hand over 
monies from outings for banking. There was 
always a warm welcome from Jean, a quiet and 
unassuming lady. She would often be busy in her 
kitchen, no doubt a legacy from her days as a 
domestic sciences teacher at the County School in 
Hills Road where I understand she taught for 
three years in her younger days.  
 
I knew that Jean and Mike had a fairly long 
garden but I didn’t appreciate how extensive it is 
until a recent visit. It was Jean’s pride and joy 
and I believe she spent many hours tending it. 
Indeed, she continued to pursue her past times in 
her kitchen and the garden even when she had  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
become particularly frail in recent times. 
Jean was a great supporter of the Circle, 
particularly as part of the ‘tea ladies’ team. She 
also invariably accompanied Mike on Circle 
outings, only missing when away on holiday.  
 
Last year she became too poorly to travel by 
coach with us but she did manage a cruise with 
Mike just before Christmas. 
 
Tony Dewey 
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railway images in the UK.  
Colour and Black and White from 

1900 onwards-prints, downloads & slides. 
We also do buses! 

www.colour-rail.com 
558 Birmingham Road, Bromsgrove, B61 0HT 

 
Give your colour slides and Black & White negatives a good home at 

Colour-Rail 

Above: on the Mid-Hants Railway 4492 
Dominion of New Zealand approaches  
Ropley from Alresford on October 29, 
2011                               (John Hunting). 
Below left: 34005 Barnstaple  leaves 
Oxford with the southbound ‘Pines 
Express’ on 22/11/1965      (Mike Page).  
Below right: do you know these CRC 
characters? Near the window is Geoffrey 
Smallwood accompanied by Graham 
Lear (nearest the camera).  No tickets 
genetlemen? Ha! Ha! We’ll soon have 
you out then, ha! Ha! 
Left: Paul Chancellor updated us with 
Colour-Rail’s expanding transparency 
collection and a large number of black & 
white pictures to see on-line. 
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