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SPECIAL TRAINS NEAR US October-December 
 
Saturday March 5: THE ROYAL SCOTS GREY. Kings Cross – Edinburgh 55 diesel 55022. 
       THE NORFOLK BROADSMAN. Ely-Norwich. 37 + 2 x 20 diesels 
Saturday March 12: THE LINCOLN IMP. St. Pancras – Lincoln – St. Pancras. 70013 Oliver Cromwell steam.  
Saturday March 30: NORWICH & GREAT YARMOUTH. Brid lington-Yarmouth. 2 x 47 diesels. 
Saturday April 9: THE JOLLY FISHERMAN Kings Cross – Skegness. 70013 Oliver Cromwell steam. 
Saturday April 16: THE GREAT BRITAIN IV. Kings Cross – Edinburgh. 60019 Bittern steam. 
Thursday April 28: THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS Kings Cross – York. 60163 Tornado or 46201 Princess Elizabeth steam. 
Friday May 6: THE CATHEDRALS EXPLORER. London (Victoria) - York 60163 Tornado steam.          
Thursday May 19: (EXCURSION0 Kings Cross – Carlisle. 60163 Tornado steam. 
Sunday May 22: THE PEAK FORESTER Kings Cross – Grantham – Rowsley. 70000 Britannia steam. 
Saturday June 4: THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS. Kings Cross – York. 60163 Tornado steam. 
. 
 
CAMBRIDGE RAILWAY CIRCLE OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 

 
President: Bill Last 
Chairman: David Pepperell, 15 Vine Close, Cambridge, CB2 5BZ. Dr.Pepperell@btinternet.com 
Secretary: Christopher Burton, 2 Stone Terrace, Cambridge, CB1 2PN. cfb79ten@googlemail.com 
Outings Secretary: Anthony Dewey. Tony.Dewey@btinternet.com 
Treasurer: Mrs. Elaine Smallwood. 
Membership Secretary: Ian Worland, 66 Coles Road, Milton, Cambridge, CB4 6BW. ianworland@aol.com 
Circle Line Editor: Mike Page, 84 Blinco Grove, Cambridge, CB1 7TS. mikepage@freeuk.com 
Committee Members: Alan Denney, William Fraser, John Houselander, John Hunting,  Graham Mallows, Richard Tremaine.  
      
Club meetings: normally the first Friday of the month, September-May, at the Arbury Community Centre, Campkin 
Road, Cambridge, CB4 2LD. 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO CIRCLE LINE 
 
Editorial contributions are accepted in hand-written, typed or e-mail form (WORD text files preferred) to Mike Page (details are 
above). If you e-mail pictures or illustrations, low-res JPEGs should be e-mailed in itially (please keep file size below 1.5MB), then 
high-res may be requested. Colour o r black/white photos can be accepted by post.  
 
We welcome news, features and short stories on the ‘modern image’ or historical topics as well as stories about members’ visits 
in the UK, Europe and overseas. 
 
Thanks again, to this issue’s contributors without whom our journal would not have appeared. 

 
CIRCLE LINE is the newsletter of THE CAMBRIDGE RAILWAY CIRCLE 
The contents of Circle Line do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor or The Cambridge 
Railway Circle. 
 
 
Circle Line is printed by Anglia Ruskin University Digital Copy Services, Cambridge. Tel: 0845 196 5904/5922 

mailto:Dr.Pepperell@btinternet.com�
mailto:Cfb79ten@googlemail.com�
mailto:Tony.Dewey@btinternet.com�
mailto:mikepage@freeuk.com�


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next meetings planned for 2011: March - May 
 
Friday March: Mike Spencer – More eye-catching colour pictures. 
Friday April 1 : John Day - Steam Overseas and in East Anglia in the 1980s. 
Friday May 6: Richard Hardy – Richard’s Remarkable Recollections. 
 

Editor’s ‘Rant’ 
 
You will find in this issue a short ‘potted history’ of the Cambridge Railway Circle from its birth in 1969 up 
until the present day. Our President, Bill Last, was in good spirits – and humour – when David Pepperell and 
I visited him at the ‘Hollies’ retirement home in late January to ‘grill’ him about the history and some of the 
speakers and events over the past 40 years. 
 
It is very thought-provoking when one considers the amount of freight, as well as locomotive-hauled 
passenger trains, that kept the late Cyril Gotobed busy in the box at Chesterton Junction. The other founder, 
Derek Harris, was probably pulling his hair out at Cambridge Control in keeping the Cambridge ‘Zone’ of 
British Railways Eastern Region running efficiently. We even had diesel shunters busy in those days while 
bananas were being unloaded from wagons at the Portage warehouse in Hills Road and coal was still being 
delivered to the Coalfields sidings just south of the station. Even hump shunting was then in progress. 
 
We now see the Cambridge railway scene whittled down to, more or less, a ‘basic’ railway. A passing 
locomotive hauled train is now an event. The patient ‘railwayist’ has to be lucky to ‘bag’ a passing freight.  
 
As to the weather over the end of November and in December, the Cambridge area got off lightly with only 
3in (7.5cm) of snow compared with 8in (20cm) in Saffron Walden! It was pretty cold on December 11, when 
60007 Sir Nigel Gresley arrived some 50min late with the down ‘Christmas White Rose’ excursion to York. 
The reason for lateness was because the train was wrong-routed at Willesden! Even so, it was a good day out 
and Sir Nigel and the loco crew, along with the train staff and organisers, did us proud! 
 
So, a belated welcome to 2011. Note that in the ‘Trains near us’ section opposite, 60163 Tornado has had its 
boiler sent back to the Meiningen locomotive works in Germany. It requires extensive firebox repairs, 
including the foundation ring, reports the March issue of the Railway Magazine. Tornado may not be in 
traffic again until after April, but may arrive with a new boiler ticket – Mike Page. 
 

 

BRRRRR! Maybe the 
Cambridge area was not quite 
as cold as some other parts of 
the country on December 20, 
2010, but down at the 
Cambridge Traction 
Maintenance Depot site they 
would have told you it  was 
cold enough! You can judge 
the freezing temperatures by 
the ice on the underside of this 
326 unit. Some units on other 
lines suffered underfloor 
equipment damage from large 
lumps of ice breaking off when 
on the move.  (Stewart Levett) 



40 years+ with the CRC 
 
Three old friends sitting chatting over tea in 
Chesterton Junction signal box back in 1969 
came up with the idea of starting up a railway 
society, which is where the Cambridge Railway 
Circle idea was conceived, but a venue had then 
to be found. 
 
Today’s President of the Cambridge Railway 
Circle, William (Bill) Last, who served 49 and 
three-quarter years with the railways, now resides 
in the ‘Hollies’ retirement home in Queen Edith’s 
Way. Back in 1969, Bill was a Cambridge 
locomotive driver, having already been with the 
LNER and BR (Eastern Region) since 1932. He 
lived in 39, Fallowfields, quite close to the 52- lever 
Chesterton Junction signal box where an old friend 
of his, Cyril Gotobed, manned the levers. There, 
Bill with another old friend, Derek Harris of 
Cambridge Control, often joined Cyril for a chat 
and a cup of tea. Cyril finished his railway service 
in Cambridge North signal box. 
 
It has to be explained that the British Railways 
Eastern Region was divided up into a number of 
Control ‘Zones’, such as March, Cambridge, 
Ipswich and Norwich, under the watchful eyes of 
the main Control office at Liverpool Street station, 
London. The Cambridge Control Office was located 
in Cambridge Station above WH Smith’s bookstall. 
 
One day, about August, 1969, they were chatting 
about railway societies over tea in Chesterton 
Junction box and it was pointed out that apart from 
the Cambridge University Railway Club (CURC) 
there was not any other club serving Cambridge 
folk’s railway interests. Derek said: “Bill, why can’t 
we set up a railway organisation?” Bill answered 
that it was a good idea but asked who would run it? 
Derek said he would be secretary and Cyril could 
be chairman. So Bill said he would be deputy 
chairman.  
 
All three thought it a good idea and approached the 
Committee of the Railwaymen’s Social Club, which 
used to meet in a large wooden building in 
Cambridge Coalfields yard at the back of Spiller’s. 
The Committee readily agreed to the railway club 
idea. The three friends got the ‘green light’ from the 
social club and the first meeting was scheduled for 
September 1969. The main officers nominated 
were: Cyril Gotobed as Chairman; Bill Last as 
Deputy Chairman, Ken Ewles as President; Derek 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harris as Secretary and Pearl Harris (Derek’s wife) 
as Treasurer. Ken Ewles also worked at Cambridge 
Control and later transferred to Norwich. Among 
the Committee members nominated were Joan Last 
(Bill’s wife) and Pearl Harris who worked as an 
usher at the Cambridge Law Courts. It was decided 
to name the club the ‘Cambridge Railway Circle’ 
(CRC). Bill was five minutes late for this first 
meeting, working a train in from Kings Cross! 
 
Even from the early days, recalled Bill Last in 
January 2011, attendance was always high: around 
the 90-120 mark with over 50% of members being 
railwaymen. Meetings began on the First Friday of 
each month at 19.30h. As Bill said: “The CRC is a 
railwaymen fraternity.” Among the early members 
of CRC were David Pepperell (current Chairman), 
David Theobald, Brent Hudson, Brian Philpott and 
some of the CRC’s current Committee Members.  
 
The first speaker was Dr. Ian Allen who was a 
practising GP in the Leiston, Suffolk area and was 
still using a glass slide camera. He was known to 
stop surgery if an unusual locomotive was in the 
area! Dr. Allen liaised with Les Peters at the 
Cambridge University Photographic Department, 

‘What about a cake?’ suggested CRC Vice Chairman, Brent Hudson 
when the Committee was discussing 40th Anniversary celebrations 
last year. So here it  is, produced by Authentic Cakes of Wulfstan Way, 
Cambridge, a business run by an ex-BR employee. Following cake 
cutting at the CRC, the remainder was taken by some CRC members 
on the ‘Bury St. Edmunds’ rail tour from Liverpool Street on May 8. 



who processed the glass plates and negatives to 
produce Dr. Allen’s books. Dr. Allen gave a talk at 
the CRC every year up until his death. 
 
Richard Hardy who had had a most interesting 
career in locomotive working on the LNER, in the 
management on British Railways’ Eastern Region 
and on the British Rail Board, had always been a 
supporter of railwaymen and came along each year 
to talk and discuss railway topics at the CRC, which 
he continues to do. 
 
Other notable speakers included the Reverend 
Teddy Boston, who gave talks in his old green 
cassock, David Ward and Bill Harvey from 
Norwich, as well as Alan Bloom (Bressingham), 
Bill McAlpine and Alan Pegler (first 
owners/trustees of the Flying Scotsman). The 
gentlemen who were involved in taking the Flying 
Scotsman to Australia were Terry Robinson 
(Doncaster) and Dave Rollins who also spoke at the 
CRC. Julian and Robert Riddick also came along 
representing the A4 Locomotive Society (No. 
60007 Sir Nigel Gresley), of which David Pepperell 
was a trustee for 10 years. The CRC had always had 
a special association with Gresley locomotives and 
their trustees, said Bill Last. 
 
Monthly CRC meetings continued at the Social 
Club until its closure in 1979 or so. Note that two 
sidings by the club buildings were still in use for 
receiving road salt among other chemical materials. 
A new venue was found at Homerton College, Hills 
Road. The CRC met there for two years or so until 
the availability of the hall used became a problem. 
 
So a new venue was found at the Methodist Church 
Hall round church in Chesterton, in 1982, where 
Derek and Pearl were church members and who 
helped out with the refurbishment of the hall. It was 
shortly after the move that Brian Philpott started the 
Circle Line CRC Newsletter. Also in 1982, David 
Pepperell took over from Derek Harris as CRC 
Secretary. 
 
One problem with the Chesterton venue was that 
new fire regulations came into force, which 
restricted occupancy of the hall to 100. Another 
venue was successfully sought at today’s Arbury 
Community Centre, where CRC meetings 
commenced in 1997. During this period, Tony 
Dewey took over from Pearl Harris as Treasurer 
and took on the role as Secretary. Tony also became 
closely involved with organising outings in 
association with David Pepperell. Following a spell  

 
 
 
 
by Mike Cosgrove as Treasurer, Eileen Smallwood 
is now Treasurer and Tony is Outings Secretary. 
 
As regards outings, there was far more scope, and, 
some would say, it was much more straightforward 
to organise excursions during the British 
Railways/British Rail period. Outings included 
tours of Whitemoor marshalling yards (as they were 
then) and March locomotive depot. Visits were 
organised to Cambridge signal boxes. 
 
4472 Flying Scotsman featured on the Steam 
Locomotive Operators’ Association ‘Fenman’ tour 
on November 10, 1984 for which the CRC 
organised tickets at a discount for CRC Members. It 
ran from Kings Cross to Manchester through 
Doncaster, Leeds, Mirfield and Huddersfield to 
Manchester Victoria. There 4472 took over. The 
crew gave up waiting for a banker up to Miles 
Platting, so 4472 took the 13 coaches up the steep 
bank unaided to return to London through the Hope 
Valley, Sheffield, Chesterfield, Clay Cross, 
Nottingham, Sleaford and Spalding. There a 47 
diesel replaced 4472 for the run back to Kings 
Cross via Peterborough. 
 
David Pepperell organised a CRC outing for 5 
Pounds in September 1990 using two 319 EMUs 
running via the North London Line and Richmond 
(SW London) to Brighton and back to Kings Cross 
(Thameslink). The run from Kings Cross (main 
line) back to Cambridge used two Class 317 EMUs. 
It was the intention on the return journey to do a 
record run back to Cambridge. Unfortunately a 
passenger who had joined the train by mistake 
pulled the communication cord! 
 
In the following years, Stansted Express Class 322 
EMUs were used for a weekend excursion from 

Richard Tremaine (left) shows the 40th Anniversary cake to Richard 
Hardy (centre) and CRC President Bill Last on May 7, 2010.  



Cambridge to York via Stevenage, again for 5 
Pounds, and was repeated later using two Class 317 
EMUs. All three of these excursions were a ‘first 
time’ for these units over much of the routes. 
 
There were many other trips including the use of 
Class 86 electric locos and the Pullman set (ex 
Mark II Pullman stock) to Oxenholme and 
Manchester, DMUs on the St. Ives branch and 
support in the use of Britannia, Taw Valley and 
Flying Scotsman on the Fenline Weekend during 
October 1991. The three Pacifics were serviced in 
Cambridge Coalfields Yard at the rear of the station 
by Spillers and were used on trains running 
between Bishops Stortford and Kings Lynn. 
 
The CRC was also active in supporting the 
exhibition of modern locomotives in the Coalfields 
yard during Network South East Gala Day, 
celebrating the switch on of electrification from 
Royston to Cambridge, at the beginning of May 
1988. In the same month the CRC organised the 
Cambridge Railway Circle A4 Tour to Carlisle and 
back on three occasions using 4498 Sir Nigel 
Gresley between York and Carlisle and vice-versa. 
 
In 1989 at the end of September, CRC supported 
the Network South East Gala Day, which included a 
station precincts shuttle service using N7 0-6-2T, 
69621. Various shuttles were organised along the 
St. Ives branch including a pair of Class 73 electro-
diesels. 
 
The following year saw the CRC active again in the 
organisation of another Network South East Gala 
Day, this time using the Nene Valley Railway’s 

Thomas industrial 0-6-0T on shuttles. Included in 
the Gala modern traction display was 47.462 then 
recently named Cambridge Traction & Rolling 
Stock Maintenance Depot. 
 
More recently, the CRC has organised numerous 
outings to preserved railway lines, museums and 
privately owned museums and railways. Discounted 
tickets for CRC Members were negotiated with the 
organisers of the ‘Christmas White Rose’ specials, 
with 60007 Sir Nigel Gresley to York and back in 
2009 and 2010. The CRC has also donated monies 
to the construction of the ‘new build’ A1 Pacific 
Tornado and to the Sandringham Locomotive 
Company’s ‘new build’ B17 4-6-0. 
 
Today’s CRC Committee, with Bill Last as 
President and David Pepperell as Chairman, 
includes Brent Hudson as Vice Chairman and Chris 
Burton as Secretary. The CRC continues to 
organise days out and maintains a high quality of 
speakers for the meetings, normally each first 
Friday of the month. Membership level is currently 
around the 140 mark and the CRC meetings 
continue to enjoy attendance of some 70-110. 
 
During the CRC’s existence, there have been many 
changes on the Cambridge and National Railways 
scene. The Cambridge Railway Circle remains a 
very active organisation, keeping pace with current 
railway developments as well as informing through 
its speakers on railway history and progress, having 
now survived successfully over 40 years since that 
first tea-time discussion in Chesterton Junction 
signal box all those years ago – Bill Last, David 
Pepperell and Mike Page. 

 

 
 
 The CRC celebrated its 25th. Anniversary by naming an 08 shunter Cambridge at  Cambridge station on 25/9/1994. On the left  are Tony Dewey, Ken 

Worland, Cyril Gotobed and his wife, Eve. On the right are Bill Last and his wife, Joan, and Chairman David Pepperell.                          (Ray Clarke) 



 
 
 
 
 
Cambridge scene from Nationalisation to 
Dieselisation, Part 2: 1953-57 
 
In Part 1, what may have been the first diesel locomotive to be seen in Cambridge, 12131, 
was working on the ‘hump’ in December, 1952. The  first effects of the 1955 
Modernisation Plan began to be felt in 1957, relates Mike Page in Part 2. 
 
We ended Part One with March’s 12131 ‘on loan’ to 
Cambridge and shunting the ‘hump’ yard. Walk over to the 
‘hump’ and associated yards on March 3, 1953, and you 
would have found 12133 and 12137 shunting alongside 31A’s 
J66  0-6-0T, 68383. Take a look across at the ‘loco’ you’d see 
stored E4 2-4-0s, 62780/5/90/1 in company with F6 2-4-2Ts, 
67221/7 and 37. One learnt, for example, that J15 0-6-0s had 
taken over from the E4s in running the Cambridge to 
Mildenhall branch trains.  
 
Normally, there were generally four to five E4s of 31A’s 
allocation of eight stored at a time. The ‘runners’ and the 
‘stored’ would be swapped every six months or so to perform 
Mildenhall branch duties, station pilot and work the 13.37h 

and sometimes the 11.35h to Colchester. Also Bury St. 
Edmunds sometimes ‘borrowed’ one from Cambridge 
(Railway Observer, RO). A surprise that day might have been 
to find Bury St. Edmund’s C12 4-4-2T, 67367, acting as one 
of Cambridge’s carriage pilots. 
 
Had you walked around the ‘loco’ that day you’d probably 
have heard of the accident at a farm crossing between 
Letchworth and Hitchin when B17 61627 Aske Hall had 
struck a tractor and suffered front-end damage when heading a 
Cambridge-Kings Cross ‘Buffet Express’ due at the ‘Cross’ at 
10.40h. The Trains Illustrated (TI) reporter d id not say how 
the train got to Hitchin, but 34B’s L1 2-6-4T, 67757, worked 
the train forward to the ‘Cross’. 

The Cambridge railw ay scene in the early-mid 1950s: the area around Rustat Road (running diagonally in the top left-hand corner) looks very 
rural with new house building taking place along Fanshawe Road opposite the white off ice block belonging to the Cambridge Water Company. 
In the goods yards, what looks like a B17 or B2 (under a magnifying glass) is starting a freight while a J19/20 0-6-0 is shunting on the left. We 
have the 31A engine shed centre left with its extensive yard. Note that ‘Great Eastern House’ had yet to be built on the corner of Station and 
Tennison Roads. Ridgeons yard is in the lower centre and the old hotel can be seen standing opposite the station frontage. Also in view are the 
former GER and GNR goods sheds, and above those, the former GNR engine shed above Spillers mills.                         (K Crossley collection) 



Those ‘Cambridge Buffet Expresses’ and semi-fasts had seen 
a variety of mot ive power between 1948 and now, including 
ex GNR C1 ‘Atlantics’, Pacifics, V2s, B1s, B2s, B17s, B12s, 
D16s, the odd K3 and L1s. One guessed that anything 
available was the ‘rule of thumb’, so how about a K1?  
March’s 62014 ‘had a go’ on March 10, said the RO and put 
up ‘quite a good performance’ on the 08.12h semi-fast to the 
‘Cross’.  
 
The following month, April 1953, saw the last new ‘Britannia’ 
delivered to the Eastern Region (ER), namely 70042 Lord 
Roberts, which joined the others at Stratford. With its full 
compliment of ‘Britannias’ the ER  much improved the 
timings of the Liverpool Street-Norwich service via 
Cambridge. Generally the ‘Brits’ brought higher speeds, and 
the fastest train between Cambridge and Liverpool Street (July 
1953) was the 19.15h from Cambridge, at 64 min (non-stop). 
 
If you happened to be walking across Mill Road Bridge at the 
right time on June 14, you might have seen Ipswich (32B)’s 
B17, 61634 Hinchingbrooke limping in a b it late with a 
diverted relief from Ipswich to Liverpool St reet. The 
unfortunate 61634 had taken a demolishing dislike to the level 
crossing gates at Cherry Hinton, damaging its brake p ipe in 
the process. The time-honoured recipe of ‘cotton waste and 
string’ had effected a short-term repair. However, 61634 was 
taken off and replaced with one of 31A’s D16/3 4-4-0s, 
62574. The D16/3 must have been a ‘good ‘un’ as it got to 
Liverpool St reet at 12.48h (due 12.23h!). No-one hung about 
fixing or changing engines in those days! 
 
Another occasion in June, this time a sad one on June 1, was 
the final withdrawal of freight services on the Elsenham-
Thaxted branch. 
 
Let’s go on into sunny July to stand aghast near Hills Road 
Bridge to see nothing less than a Haymarket ‘A4’ arrive on a 
Buffet Express! 60009 Union of South Africa (happily still 
with us today) had been taken off the Elizabethan at the 
‘Cross’  for worn bearings to be replaced, reported the RO. So 
60009 did a ‘running in’ turn to Cambridge on July 11, before 
returning home on July 12. 
 
July also saw the last ER locomotive in LNER green to go 
black. It was the Liverpool Street ‘celebrity’ station pilot, J69 
0-6-0T E8619, which had appeared on duty so liveried and 
numbered since 1948. Stratfo rd overhauled her and, one 
supposed, having had no heart, returned her to service in plain 
goods engine black! 
 
As the summer began to fade, one of 31A’s E4s perfo rmed the 
longest trip by one of these veterans for some years. 62790 
took the Railway Correspondance and Travel Society 
(RCTS)’s East Anglian Special on September 6 via Hitchin, 
Hertford North and Palace Gates to Liverpool Street. The train 
had arrived at Cambridge from Marks Tey with Stratford’s 
J20 0-6-0 64685  having travelled at up to 60 miles/h via  
Chappel, Sudbury and Bury St. Edmunds. The RO reported 
too that 62790 ‘ran easily and steady’ with the Special’s five 
coaches. 
 
Meanwhile, ‘odd’ locomotives continued to appear on the 
Kings Cross-Cambridge trains. Examples included  Leeds 
Copley Hill (37B)’s B1 61388 on the 14.21h to Cambridge 
(October 3), Nottingham Colwick (38A)’s K3 61833 on the 
08.08h to Cambridge (October 13) and another 38A K3, 
61821, on the 14.05h Cambridge Buffet Express (October 21),  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
all enthusiastically underlined by any local train spotter who 
saw them, one imagined! 
 
If by the end of 1953, local train spotters who had seen all 43 
of March’s (31B) WD 2-8-0s, would have welcomed the 
change, when all were swapped for 31 K3s!  31B’s WDs were 
sent off to Doncaster (36A), Colwick (38A) and Immingham 
(40B). It seemed that the WDs went before the K3s had 
arrived and so oddities seen at Cambridge included Doncaster 
(36A) and Frodingham (Scunthorpe- 36C) 02 2-8-0s as well 
as Colwick 04s. The K3s eventually arrived from New 
England (35A), 36A and 38A, though I guess that the 35A 
ones were already well known in Cambridge. 
 
How were the ‘Britannias’ doing? The TI commented in 
November that now they handled Liverpool Street-Norwich 
via Colchester and Cambridge, rosters involved covering 500 
miles (800km) in under 24h. 70002 Geoffrey Chaucer  
clocked 9,759 miles in four weeks. New ‘Standards’ to appear 
that month were St ratford’s first allocation of Class 4 2-6-0s: 
76030 and 76031. 
 
As Christmas approached, one supposed any local 
photographers kept their cameras set for the 11.17h 
Cambridge-Ipswich. It was a double-headed turn usually using 
two Ipswich L1s or an L1 + B12. Not always though: seen 
were: D16 + L1; B17 + L1 and B17 + B1. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

It w as towards the end of 1952 that the f irst diesel shunters to 
be seen in Cambridge w ere loaned by March. It is either 12130 
or 12133 seen at work sorting wagons on the Cambridge ‘hump’ 
in December, 1952. The box on the right survived into 1970s. 
(Cambridge University Railway Club – CURC – Archives) 

Cambridge line freight but pulled by a Doncaster (36A) O2 2-8-
0: 63971 moves down the Lea Valley near Roydon with an up 
coal train in about 1953.                                                (T.Leake, 
Trains Album No.2, Eastern & North Eastern Regions, Ian Allan) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1954 saw the construction of the last two classes of large 
British Railways (BR) standard gauge steam locomotives.  
Crewe unveiled the first 9F 2-10-0, 92000, in mid-January and 
the ‘one-off’ Class 8P 4-6-2, 71000 Duke of Gloucester on 
April 25. Derby Works produced the first BR ‘Lightweight’ 
two-car diesel mult iple unit and BR announced plans to 
introduce 13 twin-car sets to East Anglia. 
 
Early in the New Year the Cambridge-Liverpool Street line 
closed for engineering works at Whittlesford on January 10. 
No-one was forced into buses. Trains either went via the 
Palace Gates-Hertford-Hitchin route (no ‘Britannias’ seen, 
said the TI), o r tripped along the Audley End-Bart low-
Shelford route limited to B1s and B17s. There were also still 
surprises on 31A ‘loco’ as 38A’s A5 4-6-2T, 69806 was 
sitting there on January 25. That January found D16s active 
again on Cambridge-Kings Cross trains such as 62576 on the 
08.12h from Cambridge (January 26), 62557 (February 5) and 
62576 again (February 9).  
 
There were signs too in 1954 that inter-reg ional working was 
becoming much more ‘in vogue’. If you had visited Ely’s loop 
line on February  20 you would have seen Leicester (15C)’s 
Standard Class 5, 73046, and Midland Region Stanier ‘Black 
Fives’ 45221/63 and 45342 working through on F.A. ‘Cup 
Tie’ football excursions to Norwich. Then on March 2, a 
Willesden (1A) Hughes-Fowler ‘Crab’ 2-6-0 worked through 
from Bletchley via Cambridge to Kennet with a horsebox 
special from Oxford. 
 
Still on the topic of ‘strangers’, Fowler Class 4 2-6-4Ts were 
rare on the Bletchley line. Watford (1C) had two of them 
while the rest were mostly ‘up North’. So no-one, I imagine, 
could be blamed for experiencing shock on April 3 to see 
42374 arrive at Cambridge on the 06.54h from Kings Cross 
and depart on the return 12.50h. The loco had been loaned on 
April 1 (April Fool perhaps?) to 34A from Neasden (34E) 
having formerly spent some time at Plaistow (33A). She 
eventually failed at Hitchin on April 7 and was ‘sent packing’ 
back to 34E! However, 42374 and sister 42328  (ex-33A) 
returned to Hitchin in January, 1955.  These engines were still 
in action in July, reported the TI. 
 
May 1954 saw one of the early visits of a Stratfo rd ‘76000er’ 
to Cambridge when 76034 arrived with the 06.39h from 
Liverpool St reet on May 24. Looking back to January when 

that A5 appeared on Cambridge ‘loco’ what else could one 
have expected? Well, what about an ex-GC L3 2-6-4T? 
69060 took the Cambridge route on May 29 on its way from 
Frodingham to Stratford fo r modificat ion into a stationary 
boiler. It would then be used to steam heat BR Mark 1 
coaches at Stratford carriage sidings. 
 
By May 25, 31B had received new 9F 2-10-0s 92010/1/4 from 
Crewe and 92014 was noted on 30A, presumably having 
passed through Cambridge, on June 19.  
 
From new engines to old ones and there were signs that the 
ex-NER G5 0-4-4Ts working the Audley End-Saffron 
Walden-Bart low trains were ailing and failing. An F6 2-4-2T, 
67238, was being canabalised on 31A ‘loco’ in early  July to 
provide parts for sister 67227 for use in Saffron Walden. An 
E4 or J15 was also being used as G5 replacements. 
 
Looking at ‘Britannias’ again, they were classed as mixed-
traffic locos (7MT: MT = mixed t raffic). There was no doubt 
about this on August 4, when the 18.18h mixed freight to 
Temple Mills left Cambridge headed by Colchester (30E)’s 
B12 61556 p iloted by 30A’s 70000 Britannia! ‘Standards’ 
were in the news again in early September when 34A 
borrowed Neasden (34E)’s Standard 4 2-6-0 76043 to use on 
the 06.05h stopper to Cambridge for a few days. Another 
‘trial’ on these trains was the loan of West Auckland (51F)’s 
Ivatt Class 2 2-6-0, 46482. Very odd, one would have thought 
as 31A already had wide experience of these engines and 
could have told 34A about them!  
 
More excitement on the Kings Cross-Cambridge stoppers: if 
you had looked at what engine was to take you on the 20.21h 
to Cambridge that evening of October 12, Hitchin’s J6 0-6-0, 
64186 would have been a mild shock! Catch the same train 
the following evening and you would probably have fainted! 
No less an engine than Hitchin’s J1 0-6-0, 65013! While 
64186 had steam heating, 65013 d id not! Poor old 65013 
made its last journey to Doncaster a few weeks later, rep laced 
at Hitchin by E4 62785 from Cambridge. 
 
It was about this time that March’s 9Fs were reputedly having 
brake and steaming problems. A lso route availability on ex-
GER lines was being questioned. On the other hand, they were 
reported as regularly working 59 loaded coal wagons + brake 
and 75 empt ies return between Whitemoor and Temple Mills, 
reported the TI. Indeed, 92010 had run some 2500 miles 
(4000km) a month on these trains. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Heading aw ay from Cherryhinton in 1955 is one of 31A’s J17 0-
6-0s, 65587, with a sugar beet train to Bury St. Edmunds.       
(CURC Photographic Competition third prize winner, W. 
R.Clarke,                             Railway Magazine, February 1956) 

Follow ing the introduction of the Britannias, more British 
Railw ays ‘Standard’ locos began appearing at Cambridge, such 
as Bletchley’s ‘Standard 4MT’ 2-6-4Ts like 80039 w aiting with a 
parcels train in a south bay at Cambridge. (CURC Archives) 



Cambridge train spotters bored with March engines on freight 
were in their element during October when the March 
turntable was out of use. Consequently, Doncaster (36A), 
Retford (36E) and Mexborough (36B) 04 and 02 2-8-0s 
worked forward through Cambridge to Temple Mills. 
 
So we move into 1955 and February saw trouble at 31A ‘loco’ 
with the turntable out of action. Consequently, several turns 
on the Kings Cross-Cambridge line were placed in the hands 
of L1 2-6-4Ts for a few days. 
 
Things were back to normal by April and Cambridge’s train 
spotters had a rare treat: a  GC lines A3, Leicester (38C)’s 
60059 Tracery, working the 10.46h Cambridge-Kings Cross 
on April 30. Another rarish ‘cop’ must have been Hull 
(53A)’s 61074 arriving with the 06.54h departure from the 
‘Cross’. A detail for any modellers of this period was the sight 
of Stratford’s 70003 John Bunyan sporting emerald green-
backed nameplates! 
 
More interesting moves occurred on June 28 when Bury St. 
Edmunds (31E)‘s D16 62576 worked the 11.27h Cambridge-
Kettering fo llowing the failure of the rostered Kettering 
engine. Then, next day, any train spotters would have fallen 
off the Cattle  Market railings at the sight of Shrewsbury 
(84G)’s Standard 5 73036 arriving with a special fitted freight 
off the Bletchley line. Later, 73036 left p iloting Bletchley 
(1D)’s Standard 4 2-6-4T, 80082, on the 09.23h to Bletchley. 
 
Moving on to May 25, we hear of mot ive power shortages at 
31A, such that South Lynn (31D)’s 43090 worked the 14.35h 
‘stopper’ to Norwich. A few days earlier on May 6 any local 
train spotter would have been stopped in his tracks as 
Gateshead (52A)’s A4, 60002 Sir Murrough Wilson, appeared 
from under Hills Road Bridge with a northbound train of 
empty cattle wagons! The A4 returned light engine towards 
Hitchin two hours later. 
 
On to more serious things: the 1955 Modernisation Plan had 
been announced. In East Anglia, Derby ‘Lightweight’ DMUs 
began arriving in the Norwich area during August and 
September, while Stratford had begun to overhaul diesel-
electric  and diesel-mechanical shunters. Also a contract had 
been let out to build a diesel maintenance depot at Norwich. 
Once Norwich Division local passenger services had been 
dieselised, more DMUs would appear on other Anglian lines.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was also announced that GBP 10 million would be allocated  
by the Brit ish Transport Commission (BTC) for a p ilot diesel  
locomotive scheme. Though it would be towards the end of 
1957 before East Anglian lines would see them. 
 
Back to everyday running and Hitchin’s J6 64186 was in the 
news again appearing on the 20.50h Cambridge-Kings Cross 
on August 6.  Then a surprise perhaps was to see 31B’s 9F 
92044 arrive on September 7 with the 10.52h Bishops 
Stortford-Cambridge local.  One of Doncaster (36A)’s new 
9Fs, 92041 was recorded on December 12 as the first 9F to 
run over the Hichin -Cambridge line: working the 11.10h 
freight from Hitch in to Cambridge and the 16.54h return. 
 
As startling a sight as Shrewsbury’s 73036 at Cambridge in 
June must have been Longsight (9A)’s Caprotti Stanier 5, 
44741 arriv ing on a freight from Bletchley on September 8. At 
this time 31A had acquired three J39 0-6-0s for use over the 
Bletchley line. Another unusual engine to see at 31A was 
Doncaster (36A)’s J11 0-6-0 64349. 
 
More ‘Standard’ surprises: ex-Doncaster works, 73105 
destined for Eastfield (65A) Glasgow appeared ‘running in’ 
on the 08.45h Cambridge-Whitemoor  on December 20. 
About this time a number of 04s appeared through Cambridge, 
such as Colwick (38A)’s 63614 on the 06.15h Ely -Cambridge 
class ‘F’ freight as did 38A’s 63756 with the 04.50h from 
Temple Mills on December 21, returning with the 08.45h 
Trumpington-Whitemoor freight. A number of Colwick 
(38A)’s WD’s appeared too. 
 
We enter 1956, and we also find 34A sporting ‘foreign’ 
engines again. In February the ‘Top Shed’ had acquired 
Stanier 5 44911 from Crewe South (5B) and Standard 5 73071 
from Chester (6A) in connection with tests on ATC 
(Automatic Train Control) equipment.  
 
The ‘Fives’ were used on Kings Cross-Cambridge trains, for 
example on the 14.05 departure from the ‘Cross’. Maybe to 
keep 44911 company while standing around at Cambridge, an 
ex LTS ‘Tilbury Tank’, 41949 (Tilbury, 33B) appeared on the 
11.15h  t rain from Colchester! The ‘Tilbury Tank’ returned on 
the 17.10h back to Mark’s Tey.  

Cambridge line freight: March’s WD 90145 looks ex-works and 
won’t stay like that for very long! She heads an up coal train 
through Shelford Station on May 30, 1953. The mill on the right 
was replaced by off ices some time in the 1980s. (R E Vincent, 
Trains Album No.2 Eastern & North Eastern Ragions, Ian Allan) 

One of Saffron Walden’s North Easterm G5 0-4-4Ts, 67322, 
stands at Bartlow in 1955 with a ‘push-pull’ for Audley End. A 
lady in Saffron Walden recently told me how, as a little girl, 
passengers would be led by a porter with a lantern from the 
Haverhill platform over to the Saffron Walden one. Amazingly, 
the signal box structure survives, though it collapsed in Summer 
2010. The platform seen here is still visible. (CURC Archives) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another odd sight was Norwich (32A)’s 70012 John of Gaunt 
on the 07.15h Whitemoor-Temple Mills coal train on January 
26. So if anyone is modelling the Cambridge area in the 1950s 
it would seem as if ‘anything goes’! The TI reported that not 
much was seen of 44911 and 73071. Indeed the latter spent 
much of its time doing nothing at 31A ‘loco’ awaiting 
replacement rocking grate parts. Then during April, both went 
to Doncaster for ATC fitting and reappeared in the third week 
on the Kings Cross-Cambridge trains. July saw the first GE 
line Britannias fitted for ATC. 
 
A report in the August TI said that few people liked the ‘wheel 
and ferret’ BR totem, so the new one with ‘demilion rampant’ 
appeared on a WR Britannia (70016 Ariel ) in June. Also the 
first BR maroon express stock appeared on the LMR. At the 
end of October, the Brit ish Transport Commission presented 
its ‘white paper’ on ‘Present financial state and future 
prospects’. In it, the planned distribution of DMUs listed 25 
for Cambridge and 62 for East Anglia as well as 19 for 
Colchester, to be in service by January, 1959. 
 
Certainly new power was wanted on the Bartlow-Saffron 
Walden line in October 1956 when all three 31A (Saffron 
Walden sub-shed) allocated G5s had again expired. Two E4s, 
62787/9 replaced them until three redundant N7 0-6-2Ts, 
69651/90/2, were transferred to 31A from Annesley (38B) and 
Lowestoft. The E4s on Cambridge branches were also now  
 

 
 
 

losing their remaining work to 31A’s J15s and the few Ivatt 
Class 4 2-6-0s 31A had acquired. 
 
One guesses that 1957 was the last mostly steam-dominated 
year for the Cambridge district. 12131 and her sisters’ roles at 
March and ‘loans’ to 31A were being taken over by new 
diesel-electric shunters in the 13300 series (today’s 08s). 
Perhaps the first diesel shunter to be allocated to Cambridge 
was 11123 (I don’t think this loco received a D2xxx number), 
transferred from 30A in late 1957. 
 
More Standard 5s appeared in Cambridge on January 5, 1957 
when Leicester played Tottenham Hotspur. Leicester (15C) 
sent three specials to Tottenham through Cambridge headed 
by Caprotti valve geared 73141/2/3. Then Bletchley (1E)’s 
new Standard 4s (75036/7/8/52) began appearing on 
Cambridge trains such as 75052 on the 14.05 Cambridge-
Bletchley on January 22. 
 
From 31A’s viewpoint the switch-on of the Liverpool Street-
Southend electrification brought more B12s, which appeared 
to replace D16 jobs on the Bletchley line. Four o f 31A’s D16s 
were transferred to Lincoln (40A) for work on Derby trains. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
There was fun and games on the Liverpool Street line on June 
16, when a bridge had to be replaced at Great Chesterford. It 
must have been a rare photo opportunity to catch a B1 
assisting a Britannia up the 1.5 mile (2km) 1 in 75 out of 
Saffron Walden to Bart low! That day, photographers would 
have caught 70003/9/42, 76034 as well as B1s, B17s and J20s. 
31A provided 61371 as pilot fo r the down trains forward from 
Audley End. That month too, 31A must have been short of 
B1s and B17s as B12s worked trains to Kings Cross. 
 
Diesel fans probably welcomed the appearance on July 10 of 
three new Metro-Camell (101) two-car DMUs for trials on the 
Cambridge to Bedford and the Ipswich v ia Bury St. Edmunds 
lines. I guess the enginemen welcomed them as an end to their 
struggles with ageing and temperamental D16s, E4s and J15s!  
 
Signs of change included more of other Region’s locos 
(except Western Region) working through on excursions, 
whereas formerly, locos would have been changed at the 
‘border’. For example, the very first Stanier ‘Black Five’, 
Bletchley’s 45020, worked through Cambridge with an 
excursion to Yarmouth (Vauxhall) and back on July 4. 
 
 

Follow ing the 1955 modernisation plan announcement, the 
‘w riting was on the wall’ for a sight such as this from Hills Road 
Bridge. Stratford (30A)’s B1 61104 negotiates the station 
avoiding lines w ith a Race Special from New market while E4 
62797 is working as carriage pilot in 1954.   (CURC Archives) 

Hitchin (34D)’s J6 64240 heads a pick-up goods to Hitchin and 
approaches Long Road Bridge in 1956 or so.         (Colour Rail) 

Edw ard Thompson rebuilt some Gresley B17s into two-cylinder 
B2s, such as 61639 Norwich City on shed in Cambridge, 1956. 
The B17s and B2s went for scrap 1958-61.           (Colour Rail) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 13 was also a good day for photographers as East 
Coast mainline trains were diverted through Cambridge for a 
while fo llowing a bomb hoax at Sandy. Trains included the 
Elizabethan and the Flying Scotsman. Spotters too would have 
welcomed York (50A)’s A2/3 60520 Owen Tudor arriv ing on 
the 06.05h from Kings Cross. 
 
More strangers appeared in September:  those who’d 
remembered the Southern Pacifics in 1951 must have thought 
the ‘Brits’ were in trouble again when Stewarts lane (73A)’s 
34091 Weymouth came under Hills Road Bridge. No, the 
‘Brits’ were not in trouble: it was a troop train heading for 
Brandon. Later that day (September 9), 34091 returned tender-
first with the ECS, except the loco was too long for 31A’s 
turntable! So it was sent around the Ely-Newmarket triangle 
before taking the ECS back to the Southern Region. 
 
Again, if you’d had your camera ready on September 18, the 
surprise of seeing a Midland Region ‘Compound’ 4-4-0 might  
have been too much! Crewe North (5A)’s 40925 arrived with 
the 10.00h from Bletchley and returned with  14.05h. Anyone 
got a picture of 40925 - or 34091 - at Cambridge? 
 
October 31 was probably an ominous day for GER steam loco 
fans when Brush in Loughborough handed over the first 
D5500 diesel electric  A1A-A1A (31) locomotive to St ratford. 
Its first passenger working was the 10.36h Liverpool Street- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clacton train on November 13. Perhaps no ‘D55er’ was seen 
at Cambridge until December 13, when D5501, sent to  
Stratford on December 9, arrived at Cambridge with the 
09.54h from Liverpool Street. After that, D5500 and D5501 
continued trials on the Southend line. 
 
On November 1, March’s J17, 65572, overran the stop blocks 
on the up loop in Trumpington near Long Road Bridge. There 
was litt le wreckage on the up main, which was soon cleared. 
The J17 was rerailed with hydraulic jacks rather than using a 
crane to block the up main, so trains were not delayed. Could 
you see that being done today? 
 
An unusual sight was probably that of seeing a March WD 2-
8-0, 90340, t rialling a fully fitted coal train (35 x 16 tonners), 
arriving from Thoresby Colliery (Lincs) off the St. Ives line 
on her way to Temple Mills. 
 
So finally, what about those 101 DMUs? Well, November 20 
saw the start of ‘timing trials’  with 101s on Cambridge to 
Marks Tey and to Mildenhall. November 21 saw them t rialled 
on Cambridge to Haughley and to March via St. Ives. 
Electrification work from London to Bishops Stortford was 
under way and it affected rostering on the Fenman in that a 
30A ‘Brit’ took the up train from Ely instead of a 31A B1 or 
B17 4-6-0.  
 
So that was 1957. Part 3 will look at increasing dieselisation 
during 1958 onwards until the last steamer appeared in normal 
BR service in Cambridge. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More Cambridge Line freight: March’s J19 0-6-0 64668 
approaches Bishop’s Stortford with an up mixed through freight 
on August 28, 1952.                                   (R.E.Vincent, Trains 
Album No.2 Eastern and North Eastern Regions, Ian Allan) 

“My boss said: go home and get your camera…” March’s 65572 
got into trouble on the up loop near Long Road Bridge on  the 
morning of November 1, 1957. 65572 had been uprighted by the 
time my boss went to look at lunch time!            (Donald Unwin) 

Brush Type 2 A1A-A1A diesel electric loco D5500 takes out the 
10.36h to Clacton from Liverpool Street on November 13, 1957.  
Sister D5501 appeared in Cambridge on December 13.    
(British Railways (Eastern Region), Railway World, Jan. 1958) 

The f irst Metro-Cammel tw o-car diesel multiple unit (Type 101) 
to be seen in Cambridge appeared on January 29, 1956. 
E79047+E79263 stand on the freight line near the Cattle 
Market, w ith the ex-GNR shed behind.                     (Don Beard) 



Gresley versus Napier? 
 
Deltic diesel electric engine compared with 
a 45 year-old Gresley A3 Pacific steam 
locomotive: CRC Secretary Chris Burton 
takes us back to 1967 for a ride on a 
Railway Magazine organised non-stop trip 
with the Hadrian Flier to Newcastle 
returning via the Settle & Carlisle line. 
 
Let me take at least some of you back to the year of 
1967; a year when the all-electric t imetable out of 
Euston was in its infancy, steam bowed out of Southern 
Region timetables, Deltic D9002 The Kings Own 
Yorkshire Light Infantry roared into the year uniquely 
in the unflattering corporate blue livery, and rather a lot 
of enthusiasts still turned up in long drab 'flasher' 
raincoats!   
 
It was also in April of that year that Railway Magazine 
heralded its own excursion (as we then called them), 
and a bit of thriller it promised to be:  Class A3 4472 
Flying Scotsman from Kings Cross non-stop to 
Newcastle, then Deltic D9005 The Prince of Wales’s 
Own Regiment of Yorkshire westward to Carlisle 
returning to Kings Cross via the Settle and Carlisle.  
Now the S&C was a bit of track, which would be 
utterly new to me, legendary though it was.  The 
excitement quotient was rising quickly with every line 
read! The redoubtable Alan Pegler was the behind-the-
scenes enabler, and a fabulous job he did too. 
 
The first problem though was purely logistic:  how the 
heck was I to get to Kings Cross by 8.14am on a 
Saturday? Unlike today when four trains from 
Cambridge slink in by 8am, then there were none.  So I 
caught the only service to Liverpool Street, arriving at 
the nail-bit ing time of 7.45am.  Would I make it?  
Would the tube train I needed still be at Aldwych 
languidly awaiting a new driver or, or both?  
Providence, where are you? 
 
As it turned out, in a remarkably benevolent mood, 
making it with at least five minutes to spare. Phew!  
4472 pulled out a modest half-minute late enveloping 
all in a smog of s moke and steam.  The crew hadn't 
worked a steam locomotive for quite a while and there 
was more than a suggestion of less than wonderful 
coal.  Still, by Hatfield the chaps seemed to have an 
increasingly confident grip on proceedings and thirteen 
miles on we swung through Hitchin at 82mph. 
 
By this date Flying Scotsman seldom went anywhere 
without its auxiliary tender, and today just couldn't be 
an exception as the first water trough was now at 
Scrooby, about 140 miles out of London.  So there was 
no aggressive climbing of Stoke Bank. Despite this we 
still managed 57 with our 425 ton load, and were up to 
87mph in the Trent valley with increasing hopes for a 
good non-stop time to Newcastle.  But it was not to be.   

 
 
A deathly slow approach to the home signal at 
Dukeries Junction flagged up a broken rail, and there 
we stood for 37 min while Sid The So lder did  his bit. 
 
Not much of note happened after that and we rolled 
into Newcastle thirty minutes down.  For many on the 
train the exciting bit of the journey was now over.  Not 
for me though.  The Deltic  and the S&C were the real 
incentive to join this jo lly outing.  Out of Newcastle we 
pulled for some restrained running over the speed 
restricted route to Carlisle where ‘No 5’ smartly ran 
round its train saving still more t ime.  That done, and 
all back aboard, at 3.16 pm, now only 19 min late, the 
very unmusical horn tooted and the ensemble eased 
itself across the trackwork to Petterill Bridge Junction.   
 
Unlike the slate-grey sky, which had covered our exit 
from London onward to the Grantham area, the 
weather was now brilliant sunshine.   It was under this 
perfect canopy that the Deltic pointed its bulbous nose 
toward the most picturesque segment of our entire 
journey. ‘No.5’ hit full revs and the rail joints began 
tap-tapping to an increasingly excit ing rhythm. In the 
train stop-watchers' were now squinting anxiously into 
the sun for mileposts.  Oh no, they were on the same 
side as the train, making timing trickier still.  None the 
less, I managed to spot quite a few and I noticed in  
later months that published records were surprisingly 
similar.  What a surprise. 
 
Although most of the punters had consumed lunch 
before Newcastle, let alone Carlisle, the buffet and bar 
were still doing a splendid trade with many thirsty 
males heading for some quenching solace.  This was 



only a 'boring' d iesel after all.  Watching them return 
was wickedly amusing as the amber nectar slopped out 
of the glass onto them or the floor.  Some glasses 
placed on the tables, refusing to deny the laws of 
physics, slid threateningly to the edge before being 
grabbed by the owner. Hardly surprising really as we 
hit the Armathwaite curves at 80mph+, on jointed track 
with our Mark 1 rolling stock making much noise.  
One certain ly didn't need to be addled to be swaying on 
the hazardous return journey to a seat.  A sort of 
Formula 1 brewers dray, I suppose. 
 
This exhilarating progress continued as our train swept 
up to 91mph at Little Salkeld only for the brakes to be 
flung on for a 45mph restriction at Long Marton. Was 
this to be the end of the canter? 
 
Not a bit of it as ‘No.5’ roared back into action rattling 
Appleby station at 70mph rising to 83mph in the dip at 
Ormside v iaduct, right at the foot of the notorious 
climb to Ais Gill.   W ith catchlights wide open the 
noise was elatingly wonderful. On the gradient we 
maintained 75mph when another speed restriction, this 
time to 50mph across Mallerstang, intervened.  Local 
sheep may well have been used to full regulator steam 
but not; it seemed, to a bellowing marine engine from 
Napier, from which they now ran for cover.  
 
In the short distance to Ais Gill summit speed returned 
to a very respectable 64mph, which lifted still further 
to 82mph at Dent now that we were back on more 
favourable gradients.  Amazingly, at no point do I 
recall seeing anybody at the lineside watching out 
passage, let alone wielding a camera.  How quite 
unlike that would be today. 
 
Through all of this the sun-dappled scenery was a 
wonderful bonus, especially for a first visit to the line.  
At this point an utterly unexpected bonus was about to 
present itself to me, by now leaning out of the window 
at 75mph p lanning a shot of us plunging into Blea 
Moor tunnel.  No less than the down Thames-Clyde 
Express with Sulzer D19 suddenly sprung forth from 
this long, dark intestine. As we were in near ideal 
juxtaposition I pressed the shutter button of my 
beloved Minolta Autocord and, if Mr Editor has seen 
fit, the result should be near this text. I was a happy 
bunny! 
 
The excitement was by no means at an end:  through 
Ribblehead station we charged at an unbelievable 
84mph rising to another 92mph near Helwith Bridge.  
Breathtaking!  Indeed, several travellers in my coach 
were expressing increasing doubts as to whether they 
really were timing such speeds and, if so, just who of 
their friends would believe them anyway.  At Settle  we 
swept through at exactly 90mph having cut seven 
minutes off the schedule from Carlisle.  
 
And still the sun shone on this exhilaration.  Speed was 
tempered to 75mph over the subsequent junction and 
after a final burst of 83mph through Bell Busk the 
brakes finally brought this life enhancing escapade to a  

 
 
 
close as we stopped in Skipton in a never equalled 
record time of 72 min 47' sec for the 86 miles from 
Carlisle Citadel.  I was certainly not the only person 
around who felt that nothing could happen thereafter to 
Kings Cross, which could possibly equal, let alone 
exceed this stunning journey.  And so it proved, even 
with 105mph down Stoke bank and south of 
Huntingdon.  After all, by 1967 such speeds were now 
de riguer between Kings Cross and the north.  
 
In the 43 years which have passed since, two things 
have recurrently surprised me about this day out: 
firstly, that nowhere have I seen published the names 
of the crew, and secondly; whilst the steam leg of trip 
was extensively photographed, I have yet to see a 
single picture taken of the train between Carlisle and 
Skipton.  Given a truly unique trip on a perfect 
'Kodachrome day' and over one of the most beautiful 
routes in the country, this can only account as quite 
extraordinary.  But at least I had my p ictures, and an 
experience unlikely to be surpassed or forgotten. 
 

 
 
 

4472 has arrived at Newcastle, an almost 1930s shot! 

‘Peak’ meets ‘Delt ic’: D19 emerges from Blea Moor 
Tunnel w ith the Thames-Clyde Express. (Chris Burton) 



Filming steam train 
variety in Yorkshire 
 
A good variety of main line steam-
hauled trains were seen and filmed 
writes CRC Membership Secretary Ian 
Worland during a 2010 summer stay in 
Yorkshire. 
 
 
While my youngest daughter and her family were away on 
holiday in France my wife, Olive, and I stayed at my 
daughter’s house near Leeds. This is a great part of England 
to be in as most preserved railways are about an hour to an 
hour and a half away. As well as filming at various times of 
the day we were ab le to visit other attractions in the area. 
 
Steam running on the main line during July and August 
included the Waverley running from York to Carlisle along 
the Settle & Carlisle (S&C). I filmed Royal Scot 4-6-0 
46115 Scots Guardsman pulling the train through Church 
Fenton between York and Leeds. 
 
On Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, the Scarborough 
Spa Express was following a different route from previous 
years. The route was York-Normanton-Wakefield 
Kirkgate/Westgate-Leeds (Engine Junction)-Castleford-
Scarborough and return by the same route. We saw a variety  
 
of steam locos on this train includ ing Jubilee and Royal Scot 
4-6-0s 5690 Leander and 46115 Scots Guardsman as well as 
Stanier Class Fives 45407, 44932 and 44871. The change of 
route made it possible to film the trains twice in the morning 
and twice in the evening.. We filmed at Monk Fryston, 
Church Fenton, Sherburn in Elmet and Ulleskelf. 
 

In addition to the Scarborough Spa Express we were also 
able to film the Scarborough Flyer running from Crewe to  
 

 
 
 
 
Scarborough. During alternate weeks, Princess Royal Pacific 
6201 Princess Elizabeth and Coronation pacific 6233 
Duchess of Sutherland pulled the train. We filmed both 
locos at Sherburn in Elmet. 
 
What I missed was The Fellsman running from Preston to 
Carlisle, as it was just too difficu lt to go through the city 
centre of Bradford. Being in Leeds it was easy to access the 
North Yorkshire Moors Railway where I filmed at 
Goathland (The TV Heartbeat series village of Aidensfield). 
Also easy to visit was the Keighley and Worth Valley 
Railway where I was able to film at most of the stations. It 
was a thoroughly enjoyable ‘railway’ holiday! 

 

 

 

6233 Duchess of Sutherland nears Sherburn    (Ian Worland) 

Approaching Sherburn in Emlet is ‘Royal Scot’ 4-6-0, 46115 Scots Guardsman on the Scarborough Spa Express.                          (Ian Worland) 



 
‘Tea money’ collection 
donated to B17 project 
 
Cambridge Railway Circle Members’ ‘tea 
money’ collections resulted in the presentation 
of a cheque to the Sandringham Locomotive 
Company as a donation towards the building of 
two new Gresley B17 4-6-0 steam locomotives. 
 

 
 
A cheque for 252 Pounds and 58 pence was presented by 
Cambridge Railway Circle  (CRC) Committee Member,  
Richard Tremaine to Brian Hall (above right) of the 
Sandringham Locomotive Company, North Brit ish 
Locomotive Preservation Group (NBLPG), during the 
October 1 2010 meeting in the Arbury Leisure Centre. 
 
When ‘free teas’ were established five or so years ago 
members agreed that monies could be collected on the tea 
counter instead as a donation to the A1 Trust to help in 
constructing the ‘new build’ A1 Pacific Tornado. 
 
Following completion of Tornado, CRC members agreed 
that the tea counter monies be accumulated in support of the 
North British Locomotive Presentation Group’s ‘new build’ 
B17. 
 
The NBLPG p lans to build a main line operational B17 and 
a static full-size rep lica with two styles of tender swappable 
between each engine. The project is costed at 2.55 million 
pounds over ten years, beginning in 2008. NBLPG has 
acquired most of the original d rawings and details of 
modifications. Some components, like bogie and driving 
wheels are common with the new build A1. 
 
The first step, to design and cut the main frames, has been 
unfortunately delayed by the illness of the NBLPG’s Chief 
Mechanical Engineer, Kim Malyon. Meanwhile, the 
Buckingham Railway Centre has donated a bogie well 
wagon, which will be used in build ing a B17 d isplay replica 
for future events usage. 
 
Sir Nigel Gresley’s three-cylinder B17 4-6-0s (B = 4-6-0 and 
17 was the 17 th 4-6-0 design to appear on the LNER in the 
1920s. They were the solution for a medium powered 
express engine to replace older engines suitable for the 
lighter allowable axle loadings in force on the former Great  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Eastern Railway main lines. Some heavier versions were 
also built for former Great Central Railway routes. 
 
The North British Locomotive Company delivered the first 
B17 on November 30, 1928. Two more batches were built 
by the LNER’s Darlington Works in the early -mid 1930s, 
followed by a final batch from Robert Stephenson in 1937 – 
72 in total. Two were streamlined in the style of the A4 
Pacifics for the London to Norwich East Anglian service. 
Thompson rebuilt some B17s in the 1940s into two-cylinder 
B2s, most of which fin ished their days at Cambridge shed. 
 
The arrival of Thompson’s B1 4-6-0s and the Riddles 
‘Britannia’ Pacifics relegated many B17s to secondary work. 
Ongoing electrificat ion and dieselisation brought about 
major scrapping of B17s and B2s in 1958 and 1959. The last 
B17 61668 Bradford City of Stratford (30A), went in August 
1960 and scrapped at Stratford the following month.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
More donations are required to get the project moving 
along. Visit the Sandringham Locomotive Company’s 
web site (www.sandringham-loco.com) for more details. 
Shares in the project are also on sale.  
 

B17 2818 (later 61618) Wynard Park leaves Cambridge in 1935 
with an express for Liverpool Street.                 (CURC Archives) 

Royal Train duty in 1936: B17 2847 (later 61647) Helmingham 
Hall heads King George V’s funeral train from Sandringham to 
Kings Cross near Meldreth.                             (CURC Archives) 

http://www.sandringham-loco.com/�


Timetabled steam locos 
operated on five routes! 
 
Germany witnessed a massive ‘Steam 
Spectacular’ over Easter 2010 with some 
300 timetabled steam trains running on 
five routes, reports Mike Page. 
 
Picture this: a  group of hikers have just reached a level 
crossing as a bell rings and the gates drop. A steam whistle 
sounds and a German ex-Prussian P8 4-6-0 roars by with a 
train of pre-war coaches. The hikers stand gob-smacked. 
They cross the crossing and are discussing over maps when 
the bell sounds and the gates descend again. Another steam 
whistle hoots and a German 23 2-6-2 slams by in the 
opposite direction with 1950s stock! What is happening? 
They ask. Has the Deutsche Bahn returned to steam here? 
 
Returning to steam would be a dream, but what happened in 
Birresborn on the Trier to Gero lstein line on that Easter 
Monday was close to realising such fantasy. It was all part of 
the German Railways (Deutsche Bahn or DB) 175th 
Anniversary, for which they had organised a series of 
‘Steam Spectaculars’ (Dampfspektakels) over the Easter 
weekend, April 1-6, 2010.  
 
During a long Easter weekend, CRC members Mike Page 
and Peter Heath, along with an old friend of the late Dave 
Theobald, Gordon Rippington from Bournemouth, flew out 
to Frankfurt Hahn for five days. Hahn was fine, as it is close 
to Trier and to where we stayed, a delightful hotel in 
Zeltingen-Rachtig on the river Mosel. 
 
No less than 15 different types of steam locomotive were 
seen on various routes around Trier. The routes were from 
Trier out along the river Saar to Saarbruecken, Saarburg and 
Luxembourg, along the river Kyll to Gero lstein/Juenkerath 
(on the ‘Eifel’ line to Cologne) and down the river Mosel to 
Koblenz. Luxembourg route saw two trains each way, each 
day, hauled by a glossy black CFL-liveried DRG (Deutsche 
Reichsbahn Gesellschaft or German State Railway) Class 42 
2-10-0 built in Vienna-Florisdorf, Austria, in 1942. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
An intensive steam service was run on a steeply graded 
branch from Gerolstein to Ulmen. The branch continued 
further served by vintage diesel locos and railcars. Vintage 
electric  units were also run on some routes. I think the DB 
must be the only railway system in Europe today that would 
organise a ‘Steam Spectacular’ on such a scale. It involved 
some 19 steam locomotives drawn from museum depots and 
preserved lines. 
 
The museum roundhouse at Gero lstein was the main focus 
of steam locomotive servicing. My favourites were the ex-
Prussian locomotives such as the 2455 ‘Posen’ (Poznan, 
Poland) P8 4-6-0 (DB class 38) built in 1919 by Linke 
Hoffman in Breslau (now Wroclaw). She had been bought 
from Romania (she was sold to the Romanian Railways in 
1926) and restored to original Prussian sombre green livery. 
She ran like a sewing machine! 
 
We witnessed the impressive three-cylinder Prussian G12 2-
10-0 of 1919 v intage (DRG class 58, the 58.311) hauling a 
long string of vintage four-wheelers, two 1950s vintage V60  
 

 
 
 
 
 

DB 2-6-2 23.042 nears Birresborn on Trier-Cologne line on 5/4/2010. 

012.066, a heavy 3-cylinder Pacific built  in 1939 and rebuilt as an 
oil-burner in the 1950s leaves Gerolstein with for Trier     6/4/2010 

Ex Prussian G12 3-cylinder 2-10-0 58.311 worked in East Germany 
up until 1976 or so. At Gerolstein on 5/4/2010 she brings a string of 
old four-wheel end balcony coaches out of the yards to the station. 



 
 
 
 
 
diesel shunter 0-6-0s and four 1950s diesel rail buses, 
roaring up the steep grade out of Daun on its way back to 
Gerolstein. Th is move was the end-of-the-day ‘clearing out’  
operation. The diesels had been working the branch from  
Ulmen to Engeln. This route from Gerolstein climbed 
steeply up a deep valley to emerge in  the highlands, about 
2500ft up then to ‘switchback’ up hill and down dale. 
 
Hundreds of gricers in the area gathered to see the DRG 50, 
52 or 58 2-10-0s pulling or pushing with a s maller engine, 
such as the Prussian T11 2-6-0T (DRG Class 74) No. 7512 
(74.231) or one of the now ‘vintage’ diesels, such as a V100 
diesel hydraulic B-B, up the steep, curving grades (looked 
like 1 in 30-40). 
 
In mid-afternoon on Easter Sunday, in driving rain, one 
could see five locomotives in Gerolstein  station. The P8 
await ing departure to Trier, a 52 with the 58 as banker 
wait ing to leave for Ulmen and an ‘industrial Prussian T3-
ish’ 0-6-0T Waldbroel (if you know the 1890s T3, or DRG 
89, it has outside Stephenson valve gear, but the industrial 
version has Walschaerts) having arrived with a train of open-
balconied four wheelers (‘Thunderboxes’) with another 
industrial 0-6-0T, No. 22 the Merzig (Henschel, 1937), on 
the rear. Th is entourage formed a regular shuttle to and from 
the Gerolstein roundhouse. 
 
Waiting up the valley for a hard-working 50 2-10-0 to 
appear with the heavy Ulmen to Gerolstein ‘clearing-out-
the-stock’ train on Easter Sunday evening treated us to 
horizontal rain, then hail and followed by sleet. The 
entertainment was provided by one car of young gricers 
stuck in a field on one side of a farm crossing and another 
young gricer car stuck in the crop field opposite! The cars 
slid about and covered the pushing gricers with mud. The 
first car, a BMW 4X4, eventually got back onto the path, 
only to drive over the crossing and then get firmly stuck with 
their friends!  
 
Eventually, the blue V60 diesel came by with the 50 2-10-0 
pushing and so we paid farewell to the idiots wait ing for a 
tractor to drag them out and exp lain to the farmer about his 
reploughed crop field! 
 
On the Koblenz line, you could watch a DRG two-cylinder 
01 Pacific, the rebuilt 01.509 (an East German rebuild of the 
standard DRG 01) or the three cylinder heavy Pacific 
01.1066 heading semi-fasts in between electric  passenger 
trains and the impressive 5000 ton iron ore trains, some 
hauled by surviving 151 C-C electrics. Local trains were 
headed by the oil-burning rebuilt ‘41’ 2-8-2s or a 50 or 52 2-

10-0. The very impressive steel girder, two-deck road and 
rail bridge crossing the Mosel at Bullay drew many gricers.. 
 
We wondered what would be heading the trains from Trier 
to Luxembourg. The answer was a gleaming, spotless, 
glossy black DRG 42 heavy wartime freight loco, one of a 
number acquired by the Luxembourg Railways (CFL) after 
1948. She headed a rake of shiny, medium green CFL 
coaches. The rail scene at Trier was interesting, with a 
mixture of electrically hauled expresses, the latest EMUs, 
Raillon electric locos, including the now 1960s vintage DB 
151 C-Cs, heading the ore trains and a French B-B on mixed 
freight. Running alongside today’s scene were the arrival of 
the CFL 42 No. 5519, the Prussian P8, the departure of the 
01.509, a  1950s preserved three-coach EMU and preserved 
electric  locos: a 1950s blue E10 B-B and 1970s cream and 
wine red 103 C-C topping and tailing 1970s vintage 
‘Rheingold’ stock (the Rheingold ran from Hook of Holland 
to Basle from the early 1950s through to the early 1990s). 
 
The rain cleared on Easter Monday, so we returned to the 
above haunts. The final bonus came on Tuesday before we 
left the Gerolstein area for Hahn at 14.30. We had heard 
about, but not yet seen, a Prussian T18 4-6-4T, the 78.468. 
 
We were at Gerolstein station awaiting the arrival of the 
train from Trier. After watching shunting movements, the 
departure of a train to Trier behind 01.1066 and the arrival 
of the roundhouse shuttle train, we headed off back into the 
hills. We had a view across open fields and a deep valley, 
with the line ‘S-bending’ around a knoll towards us and 
again, away from us. A Prussian whistle sounded from down 
the valley under a brilliant blue sky, could it be the 78?  The 
78 it sure was, barking towards us at about 15-20mph, with a 
train of post-war bogie stock on what looked like a 1 in 30 
grade. It was a magnificent end to a varied weekend. 
 
Well done, Deutsche Bahn, for allowing a not-to-be-quickly-
forgotten steam weekend. And many thanks too to the other 
12 supporters and partners, including museums, the local 
county councils and the CFL. Even the informat ive brochure 
had a forward written by Hendrik Hering, the German 
Minister for the Rhein land-Pfalz Science, Agriculture and 
Vineyards as well as chairman of Dampfspektakels 2010.  
 
So, nineteen steam locos of sixteen different classes and sub-
classes simultaneously running scheduled passenger services 
on five routes in 2010 – now who can beat that?  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Once very common on all DB 15kVA electrified lines, the 1950s built  
E10 (110) B-Bs are now rare. E10.121 takes out a special of former 
Trans European Express stock from Trier to Dortmund.         3/4/2010 

The Prussian T18 4-6-4Ts were seen all over the DB network up 
until the mid-1970s. 78.468 heads a train of rebuilt  suburban stock 
from Gerolstein to Ulmen 6/4/2010.        (All photos by Mike Page) 



LETTERS… 
 
From Brian Hall, Sandringham Locomotive Company, to Richard Tremaine, CRC. 
 
Dear Richard, 
 
It was a great pleasure to be invited to attend the CRC’s evening meet ing on the 1st of October at the Arbury Centre to accept a 
cheque to the value of 252 Pounds and 58 pence for the B17 New Build Pro ject, presented as a result of the annual voluntary tea 
collection by all members. The basis of the recognition shown towards our project as well as the kind gesture itself from the lively 
group of learned scholars and interested enthusiasts was clearly from the heart, g iven the close association with the B17s over the 
many years at 31A, as voiced by the majority of members. I was particularly grateful for the personal welcome extended to me 
during both this and my previous visit last year when I was able to exp lain the basis of the project and which provided various 
opportunities to also share first hand experiences related by senior footplate men, railway staff and ‘spotters’ like myself, 
remin iscing about our adventures. 
 
Please accept these few lines of acknowledgement and thanks on behalf of the Sandringham Locomotive Project team for the 
donation, which was very much appreciated. I have taken the liberty of including a formal receipt for the records. I recognise that 
the CRC jury (with the greatest of respect) are still out on deciding upon shares of donation, etc., but hopefully this course of 
action is acceptable. 
 
I feel sure that our respective organisations will be able to maintain contact and hopefully be in a position to share positive 
progress and achievements associated with the project in the future. Thank you once again. 
 
Yours sincerely, Brian Hall, October 29, 2010. 
 
From Peter Sanderson to the Editor, Circle Line. 
 
Dear Mr. Page, Firstly I must say how much pleasure I gained from reading the items and hearing of your club’s activit ies. 
  
Having left school in 1950 I was a cleaner at the loco in Devonshire Road, going on to become a fireman in the yards and branch 
line link.   I left for army service in 1953. I saw with interest a photograph of 1671 in the April ed ition (102) 2010 page 5.   There 
it shows a group of cleaners on the engine, a task that was carried out about twice or three times a week. I believe I am the second 
one from the engine front standing near the smoke box. Also in that edition reference is made to a derailment near to the gas 
sidings. That refers to a picture in the October 2009 edit ion (100). I can confirm working at the loco when this incident occurred, it 
must have been sometime in 1953, the light engine [Kings Lynn men] running out of the loco misread the signal running straight 
into the buffers and the gardens of the small cottage just prior to the bridge. Oh these were indeed happy days. 
  
Upon leaving the army I served as a police officer, fireman, continental driver amongst other jobs. None were as enjoyable as my 
railway days. The Royal team at that time were Smiths [Clarence Smith’s brother cleaner charge hand] Other cleaners when we 
started were a Lancaster, Smith [Double] Pauley and Nelson. Drivers of the day that I worked with were Pro Clarke, Bill Ely and 
Cracknel. Fireman in the senior links were Ron Mayes, a Crouch [Ginger man] Thank you for provid ing an interesting look back 
  
Regards, Peter Sanderson, Cottenham, January 30, 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Obituary 
 
Bryan Newman 1931 – 2010 
 
A dedicated and loyal railway fireman and driver for 47 years: Bryan jo ined the railway and after some years as a 
cleaner and then a fireman, he ‘passed out’ as driver. He enjoyed his career d riv ing steam, diesel and then electric 
trains, on branch lines and main lines. Bryan dedicated many hours running the Mutual Improvement Classes, which 
helped firemen study for their Drivers Exam. Bryan also became a member of the Local Department Committee 
(L.D.C), which helped smooth out any problems at Cambridge depot. 
 
Bryan’s social life included family holiday in a motor caravan with his wife, Eve, and two daughters and one son, who 
is also a railway driver at Cambridge. The holidays included touring most of England, Wales and Scotland. 
 
Bryan will be missed by all his friends and will be remembered always  
 
– Derek Twinn, Cambridge, September 27, 2010. 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Top: CRC members took part in an SLS-organised ‘evening out’ on 
the East Coast main line at Helpston on 26/9/1991.         (Unknown) 
Above: one of the late Dave Theobald’s last trips in 2009 was to the 
‘Big Pit’ at  Jalainur, China, the largest open cast coal mining pit  in 
the world. Here are at least nine ‘SY’ 2-8-2s in action,   1/2/2009. 
Centre right: from under the Long Road Bridge, Cambridge, 
37.054 heads the 16.26h to Liverpool St., 15/2/1979     (Mike Page) 
Right: 56.061 departs Fen Drayton with a ‘sand train’, heading 
towards Cambridge in January 1999                       (Dave Theobald) 
Front Cover: 60007 Sir Nigel Gresley has just arrived at 
Cambridge Station on Saturday evening, 11/12/2010, with The 
Christmas White Rose from York via Peterborough and March. On 
the down run, the train made a special stop at March during that 
station’s Anniversary celebrations. After detraining, the whole train 
and A4, were towed to Ely for overnight lay-over.     (Chris Burton) 
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