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EVENTS and ‘SPECIAL’ TRAINS 
 
December 5: EDINBURGH CHRISTMAS SPECIAL:  Stevenage-Peterborough-Grantham-Newark-
Retford-Edinburgh. Two 47 diesel locos. 
 
December 5: ‘YORKSHIRE’S CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES: North Walsham-Norwich-Ipswich-
Peterborough-Skipton. Two 37 diesel locos. 
 
December 5 THE WESTERN WHITE ROSE: King’s Cross-York-Scarborough-Hull-Selby-York-King’s Cross. ‘Western’ 
loco D1015. 
 
December 12: THE EDINBURGH CHRISTMAS STATESMAN: Kettering – Edinburgh (loco not known). 
 
January 22: THE TYSELEY WINTER WARMER: Tyseley-Nuneaton-Leicester-Loughborough-Burton-
Tamworth-Tyseley. ‘Hall’ loco, No. 4965.  
 
February 6: THE RUTLANDER: London (Victoria)-Luton-Leicester-Melton Mowbray-Luton-Victoria. 
‘West Country’ loco No. 34067.  
 
March 11:  THE BROADSMAN: London Liverpool St-Ipswich-Norwich-Cromer-Sheringham-Holt-
Norwich-Liverpool St. ‘Britannia’ loco No. 70013. 
 
March 13:  THE LINCOLNSHIRE COAST EXPRESS: King’s Cross-Grantham-Nottingham-Barnetby-
Cleethorpes-New Holland-Lincoln-Newark-Grantham (steam loco not known). 
 

 
FRONT COVER 
 
Trams are in the spotlight: the tram is the link between two articles in this issue. Here we have a 
tram at Beamish where George Tatache (Kenya Railways) and Maurice Barasa (Nairobi Railway 
Museum) pose in front of a Sunderland vehicle while on a tour of UK museums and preserved 
railways on a fact-finding mission, escorted by Dave Theobald. Trams also feature in Tony 
Dewey’s report on Railway Circle Outings during 2009. 

 



 
Next meetings planned for 2010 
 
Friday 8th January 2010 (NOT first Friday!): David Ward: Further Railway Reminiscences. 
 
Friday 5th February 2010: Danny Hopkins of Steam Railway Magazine. 
 

Editor’s ‘Rant’ 
 
Well, the Christmas Season is approaching when many of us will go mad with turkey, plum duff, too much 
wine and spirits and upsetting some of the relatives! I remember when I was five, in 1947, having to share my 
bed with three Aunties. They were not too pleased when I awoke on Christmas morning at 5.30 am to switch 
the bedroom light on and shriek with joy at finding a Hornby clockwork train set in LMS colours. It was the 
original, better made ‘No.1’ tender engine No. 5600, which although looked nothing at all like LMS 5600 
Bermuda, went like the wind around the oval of 2ft. radius track! 
 
With my birthday being in early January, I never ever had a birthday party (too soon after Christmas, claimed 
my mother!), but at least I received my first two goods wagons, two extra straight rails, two points with extra 
curves and one buffer stop. The railway expanded steadily after that, but with materials shortages, I could not 
find a goods brake van until 1953! 
 
It is very sad today that not only in my home town of Darlaston (in the Black Country R’ kid!), nor today in 
Cambridge, can one find a single model train shop. While nostalgia has caused me to attempt a representation 
of Wolverhampton (High Level) in 1948 in ’00 gauge’, one has to wait for events such as the Warley show at 
Birmingham’s National Exhibition Centre to add to stock. Dave Theobald, Brent Hudson, Peter Heath and I 
went to the recent Warley show, but I came back with an empty bag. I suppose, as one gets older, you have all 
the books and trains you want! 
 
This issue of Circle Line has a good mix of stories and articles, but we want more for the next issue. Some of 
you retired railwaymen must have some tales to tell, like John Smith’s memory of a night in 1954 when Roger 
Bannister broke the ‘four minute mile’. 
 
I apologies because some of the photos accompanying Toney Dewey’s report on 2009 Railway Circle outings 
are from me. The reason being that no one who attended the outing to Crich sent me any pictures. 
 
So, what will 2010 bring? Maybe the promise of the Cambridge Guided Busway ‘opening soon’ displayed on 
the guided buses to be will come to fruition? Come on, someone write ‘How soon? On one of these buses! 
Meanwhile here is a picture of our new Treasurer, Mrs. Elaine Smallwood, taken at Adrian Shooter’s narrow 
gauge garden railway. 
 
Mike Page 

 



An Interesting Time 
 
Dave Theobald relates how he escorted two Kenyan 
railway officials around various UK museum and 
preserved railway sites to show them how the heritage 
sites were managed, organised to attract the general public 
and funding promoted. 
 
Geoff Warren of Reading University, a travelling buddy of 
mine, asked if I could help with a fact-finding mission being 
conducted by two members of Kenyan Railways. Geoff has 
had a lot of contact with Kenya both through his profession as 
a soil scientist and his railway interests. Only four years ago 
we became volunteer cleaners on the East African Railways 
30th and 59th class Garrett steam locos based in Nairobi. It 
was particularly hard work especially the shear size of the big 
Maroon Garrett, one of the biggest locos in Africa. Well, I got 
a cab ride out of it and a trip to Mombassa on the coast, it was 
too bad many problems beset the return journey when it 
hauled Nigel Dobbins’s Railway Touring Co. train back to 
Nairobi some 5400ft (1645m) above sea level. But that’s 
another story. 
 
Our visitor George Tatache, General Manager of Kenya 
Railways and Maurice Barasa, Curator of the Nairobi Railway 
Museum needed to see how we, in Britain, make our museum 
work not only for a good day out, but education, funding, 
innovative displays and reaching out into the community for 
local support and volunteers. For their part they are 
responsible for the Kenyan National collection of rail vehicles 
and locos but their display has not changed since East African 
Railways set the museum up in 1971. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geoff had been very busy in working out a full and varied 
itinerary and who to contact for best overview and 
information.  After meeting the Kenyans at LHR Geoff had 
planned York to be our base, being central to most of the 
visits and home of one of the best museums in the world. 
 

 
 
Sunday, I drove them in lovely autumn weather through 
beautiful English countryside through the Yorkshire Dales to 
The Keighley & Worth Valley Railway. They showed keen 
interest in the farms, lush colourful countryside and the 
healthy livestock. For Maurice it was his first time in Europe 
and was amazed how none of the vehicles were pumping out 
black smoke, did not have bits hanging of them and everyone 
stopping at red lights to let pedestrians cross. All very 
different from Africa! 
 
We were met by Ken Cook at Oxenhope who explained that 
this five-mile tourist line is almost entirely run by volunteers. 
This is not going to happen in Africa but with the much lower 
wages needed, some parallels could be drawn. Not lost on our 
visitors was the shear number of people happy to do such a 
short journey, and spend money in the shops and cafe. So they 
were getting away from the concept that everyone wanted 
long safaris ‘up country’ and look at this easier option for 
their museum to earn money. We had a round trip on the line; 
with George getting a footplate ride on the ‘eighty thousand’ 
tank engine on the climb back to Oxenhope.  
                             
Monday required a much more demanding drive in dense 
traffic from York to the Middle of Birmingham to visit Bob 
Meanley at Tyseley Locomotive Works and Museum. 
Crawling along at a snail’s pace our African visitors were  
amazed how suburb after suburb had been so taken over by 
Asians, many places not even having displays in English and 
just how big Birmingham is with so many old buildings.  
 
After a struggle with security gates we finally gain admittance 
helped by Graham Roberts.  I last met him in Kenya where he 
has been working (as a volunteer) in restoring an East African 
Railways (EAR) 24th class 4-8-0. Today’s emphasises is on 
the engineering side of railway operation. Bob Meanley was 
kind enough to host us for a day for an in-depth look at his 
works facility and the array of finely maintained engines used 
by Vintage Trains and the ‘Shakespeare Express’ on the main 
line. These days on our very busy railways nothing must fail 
and cause delays. The fine work carried out here really spelt 
out the importance of the skills of trained engineers, quality 
materials and good practice. To take the static traditional 
museum that they have in Nairobi and turn it into even modest 
active museum will take a lot of preparation. 
 

Maurice Barasa, Curator of the Nairobi Railway Museum (left) 
and George Tatache, General Manager of Kenya Railways 
(centre) discuss technicalities with Bob Meanley at the 
Tyseley Locomotive Works and Museum in Birmingham. Note 
‘Duchess of Hamilton’s smokebox door on the right. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday, we head north from York to visit Shildon for 
Locomotion (annex collection from the NRM) and Beamish 
not far from Newcastle. It is a long way, but an easy drive on 
fast roads.  At Locomotion, Anthony Coulls the Curator 
shows us round and emphasises the education and the benefit 
to the community this new museum has brought.  
 
His team create many projects that local schools can 
participate in. By studying the school’s curriculum’s it 
possible to target the right aspects of learning to fit in with the 
Teachers requirements.  Most can be done we little 
expenditure but get the children to draw, make models, dress 
up, so they can learn not just railway but social history as well 
as engineering.   
 
In this some what deprived area, vandalism can be a problem 
but getting the ‘kids’ directly involved has had a significant 
impact on such problems. Plus the community can use this 
fine building for its events as well. Relating this to Nairobi, 
Maurice and George talk eagerly about getting local schools 
to do a similar thing. Education is highly regarded in Kenya 
and it is felt that offering their museum in this way would be 
well received.  
 
Moving on to Beamish, it is a similar story regarding 
education. Of course, this is a well-established attraction, with 
coach parties, events, conferences, etc., all enjoying 300 acres. 
The shear scale of the place impresses our visitors. A 
recreated Victorian town, a village, a farm, a colliery and 
works all connected by an old fashion tram system, 
unfortunately the weather cut our time short when cold 
driving rain made us hurry to get the tram back. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On Wednesday we visited The National Railway Museum, 
York.  No effort was spared in making every department 
available to George Tatache and Maurice Barasa.  Ed 
Bartholomew the Senior Curator had arranged an intense day 
for us to meet all department mangers, who in turn gave a 30-
minute presentation on their aims and objectives. Although 
the NRM has free admission and is government supported, it 
still has to raise money for any new projects. Once again 
education and corporate events are big money earners. This 
allows for planned changes can go ahead. Over 20 million will 
be spent on The Great Hall and rebuilding ‘Flying Scotsman’.  
 
I must admit that when we met the Engineer in charge of 
4472, I was disappointed to see he was using slow Victorian 
engineering practises. My 40 years in the trade, including 
owning my own business taught me to embrace the latest 
technologies to be successful and competitive. We had to buy 
computer-controlled machines, use laser cutting and electron 
beam welding very early on. Here I was looking at an ancient 
shaping machine on a job that could be done 10 times quicker 
with a milling machine (Manual or CNC). When I spoke 
about ease and speed of making complicated shapes using 
computer control machining centres, the reply was loud and 
clear that it was not going to happen here. The right and 
proper way was to use the same methods that built ‘Scotsman’ 
in the first place. Well, it did not happen that way with the 
new loco ‘Tornado’. They would still be manufacturing it now 
and would have blown the budget sky high. 
 
On a more positive note we did get to see behind the scenes 
with Chief Librarian, Karen Baker, where 2,000,000 photos, 
engineering drawings, documents and oil paintings are stored 
in a controlled environment. Also she showed us the ‘Search 
Engine’ using one of the many computers so we were able to 
search for all the archive material digitised thus far. Another 
new departure for the NRM is putting on plays for the 
children. This year the ‘Railway Children’ play is up for 
several nationally acclaimed awards. 
 
At the end of a very wide-ranging visit Geoff and I were due 
to return south. We left our enthusiastic Kenyan visitors 
making plans for their museum to work better and earn its 
keep. Tomorrow they would be going on to Manchester 
Museum Science and Technology. The next day they are to go 
on to London and eventually return home.  
 
I hope that we have helped in some small way to enable 
Kenya to get more out of this unique resource, and create 
something for its people and not just for a few foreign tourists. 

At the National Railway Museum in York,  Chief Librarian, 
Karen Baker (left) and Senior Curator, Ed Bartholomew 
discuss the National Archives with Maurice and George. 

Preserved former East African Railways ’59th’ Class 4-8-2+2-8-4 Beyer built by Beyer Peacock, in 1955 (all photos by Dave Theobald). 



Railway Circle Outings in 
2009: Crich Tramway and 
Beeches Light Railway 
 
Tony Dewey describes two enjoyable Cambridge Railway 
Circle outings in 2009 to the Crich Tramway Village and 
the Beeches Light Railway. 
 
Sunday 5 July: Crich Tramway Village, near Matlock, 
Derbyshire.  We gathered as usual at Cambridge Railway 
Station and the morning was fine. Our group comprised 43 in 
number, the most we have had in recent times and the support 
was most welcome and pleasing. We set off on time at 8am 
and made our way via the A14 to the MI where we turned 
north. Leicester Forest East Services made a convenient 
stopping point for a comfort break, after which we continued 
along the M1 and then A610 through Butterley across to the 
A6 finally up the hill to Crich. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The visit had been planned to coincide with the ‘Enthusiasts’ 
Tram Weekend’. On arrival there was plenty of space to park 
the coach and while this was done, I went and purchased our 
‘group tickets’ which actually are in the form of an old pre-
decimal penny for access to the site and the first tram ride, 
upon which you are provided with an ‘All Day’ go anywhere 
tram ticket. Many of our party have been to Crich before and 
are familiar with the site layout and facilities. It basically sits 
in an old quarry (which still has a working area) with the 
tramcar sheds, exhibition hall and catering facilities at the 
village end with the tram route running up along the quarry 
and opening out at the top to a glorious view over the 
Derbyshire countryside.  
 
My memory is a little hazy now but there were a variety of 
trams in operation and some ‘swaps’ were made throughout 
the day. Examples from Leeds, Glasgow, Sheffield, London 
were to be seen as well as a couple of foreign ones. My 
apologies to any expert tram enthusiasts if I have left any out. 
Most operational trams were  well-supported throughout the 
day and so it was busy without being too crowded. The car 
sheds and workshops were open for viewing complemented 
by the exhibition hall. Movements in and out of the sheds 
were made throughout the day, including between the sheds  

 
 
 
 
 
 
and exhibition hall when the volunteers were able to 
demonstrate the traverser. 
 
There were one or two trade stands open and there are further 
exhibitions at the half-way stop on the tram ride, including 
information about mining in the area. It is not possible to de-
tram at the top end of the ride but you observe the tram run-
rounds. The site offers quite a few pleasant woodland walks 
and views made all the better by the lovely sunny day. I find 
the trams fascinating and the pantograph change-rounds at 
each terminus are interesting, including the use of a ‘triangle’ 
instead of a pole. 
 
The only disappointment of the day was the absence of hot 
meals in the onsite pub, leaving only the café with limited hot 
meals. Some of us found a lovely little pub just down the road 
serving home-made cooking in huge portions. This is the 
second time we have visited Crich when catering has fallen 
short of the mark and I do feel they need to address this issue.  
 
Other than catering, it was an excellent day. The site closed at 
5.30pm and we left by 6pm for a pleasant ride home via the 
same route to arrive in Cambridge at 8pm.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 27 September: The Beeches Light Railway. This is 
located in rural Oxfordshire at the home of Adrian Shooter, 
Chairman of Chiltern Railways. Following Adrian’s talk to 
the Circle in April 2008, he invited members to visit his 
garden railway on one of his private Sunday openings. When I  

Going for the tram: just as things were with the tram lines  
cobbled street, gas lamps, old adverts and a Leeds City 
Corporation  tram approaching for your custom. (Mike Page) 

Tram terminus at Crich: A former Prague city four-wheeler is 
ready to depart while a Glasgow Corporation double-decker  
tram loads up behind.                                           (Mike Page) 

At the intermediate terminus, one of the bogie single-deckers, 
looking more like an American ‘inter-urban’, loads up. 



 
 
 
 
 
booked last February this was the only Sunday date left so it is 
obviously popular. Unfortunately, member support was 
disappointing with only 31 wanting to go. As we were calling 
at Buckinghamshire Railway Centre (Quainton Road) for a 
comfort stop, we managed to secure a further four bookings 
from members wishing to spend the day there as it was the 
Centre’s annual ‘Traction Engine and Vintage Vehicle 
Weekend’.  
 
So it was that we departed from Cambridge Railway Station at 
8.10am on a glorious late summer morning. Having decided to 
travel cross country for a change instead of on motorways and 
dual carriageways, we picked up two of our party in 
Letchworth and then proceeded via Hitchin, Luton, Dunstable 
and the southern outskirts of Leighton Buzzard and Linslade. 
From there, our ‘courier’ David Pepperell directed our driver 
Mike along a very scenic rural route which opened out to a 
breathtaking view over the ‘Vale of Aylesbury’ shrouded in 
delicate wisps of morning mist, before we dropped down into 
the village of Quainton and made our way to the old Great 
Central Railway station where we arrived at 10am. I had 
arranged early entry for our party, although the site was 
already quite busy. 
 
On a previous visit, the rally had been located in a field on the 
west side of the railway but due to flooding problems in 2008, 
all exhibits were now displayed in the car park on the east site, 
with trade and catering stands scattered around the site. There 
was a large collection of steam traction engines, steam lorries, 
vintage tractors. The Centre’s own steam locomotives were 
operating shuttles up and down the site on the two running 
lines on either side of the main line from Aylesbury which 
still exists through the station for the London refuse trains 
which rum to Calvert tip. At noon, our main party moved off 
to Adrian’s railway and by then the site had become very busy 
with a long queue at the gate. The glorious weather was 
obviously encouraging visitors. 
   
The anticipated journey time to ‘The Beeches’ was half hour 
via Bicester and we duly arrived a minute or two past our 
‘booked’ time of 12.30pm. Although we had been invited to 
take our coach into Adrian’s drive, Mike our driver decided to 
play safe, avoid the very tight turn and park outside in a very 
convenient layby. 
 

The railway comprises two separate circles, one at the bottom 
of the garden encircling the house and the other at the top or 
‘paddock’ but joined in the middle by a diamond crossover 
similar to that at Cambridge Station. Adrian’s delightful 
original Darjeeling Himalayan Railway loco No. 19 in blue 
stood patiently by the station coupled to two replica DH 
coaches built at the Ffestiniog Railway. There were about 150 
‘guests’ and after a brief welcoming speech from Adrian, half 
were invited to ride the train with him driving. We made six 
circuits in a clockwise direction with vigorous spurts up the 1 
in 22 gradients but the loco was more than equal to the task. 
We then stopped for lunch in the paddock or station buffet if 
preferred and this comprised pre-roasted pork with cold buffet 
followed by a selection of cold deserts. Teas and coffees were 
available to wash the food down. During this time the loco sat 
gently simmering nearby. 
 
The railway had a visitor from the ‘Statfield Barns Railway’ 
and this did a couple of turns during the afternoon to give No. 
19 a ‘breather’ but she really found the gradients tough and 
struggled to keep her feet. She is vacuum braked and Adrian’s 
Motor Rail ‘Simplex’ was coupled inside to provide for the air 
brakes on the two coaches. Our group spent the afternoon 
riding the train, sitting on the station seats or the grass 
watching the trains or inspecting Adrian’s various other 
railway vehicles in the purpose-built loco and carriage sheds 
beside his front garden. It was a very enjoyable way to spend 
a Sunday afternoon and was rounded off by watching the 
various shunting moves to put the stock away and then 
dispose of the locos just after 4pm. By now the sky had 
clouded up but it was still balmy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We headed back to Quainton Road, which was still open, 
although some exhibits had left and we passed a good few 
making their way home under their own steam (literally). But 
there was still plenty to see and the buffet remained open for 
late drinks. We finally departed, not forgetting to round up the 
four members who had spent the day there and headed back to 
Cambridge by the same route, arriving at 8pm. This concluded 
two very successful and enjoyable outings. 

Main station on Adrian Shooter’s narrow gauge railway with one 
of the replica DH coaches,                                 (Dave Theobald) 

All that is needed here is a backdrop of the snow-capped high 
Himalayas! The loco is an original Darjeeling Himalayan 0-4-
2T, No. 19 built by Sharp Stewart in Manchester in 1889. The 
loco was originally sold some years ago to an American 
museum, then later acquired by Adrian Shooter. No. 19 has 
also worked on the Ffestiniog Railway.         (Dave Theobald) 



East Coast main line draft 
timetable as proposed for 
services in 2010-11 
 
Back in late October Network Rail(NR) published  
proposals for a new East Coast Main Line Timetable, 
which is discussed here by  Chris Burton and Nick Dibben 
(of Railfuture,East Anglia Branch). 
 
The process of recasting is, of course, immensely complicated 
by the proliferation of intersections with east-west passenger 
and freight services all jostling for connections and paths.  
Integration must indeed  be a nightmare. 
 
The primary pressure on NR is to provide faster services to 
Scotland and more for the lucrative West Riding market.  For 
those of us in the Cambridge area connections at Peterborough 
are probably the most critical.  Sadly, it is here where some of 
the most significant changes are proposed., and they are not 
entirely to our advantage.  The basic pattern from King's 
Cross is as follows: 
 
* XX.00 York, Darlington, Newcastle, Berwick, Edinburgh.( 
and to Aberdeen, Inverness as before, though no longer to 
Glasgow Central). 
 
* XX.05  Peterborough, Doncaster, Wakefield-W, Leeds.. 
 
* XX.10  Peterborough, Grantham, Newark-N, every even 
hour to Lincoln-C, every odd hour to Retford, Doncaster, 
York. 
 
* XX.15 to Cambridge. 
 
* XX.30  Peterborough, Newark –N, Doncaster, York, 
Darlington, Durham, Newcastle.   Six of these trains are 
extended to Edinburgh with varied calling patterns ( and six 
south bound likewise). 
 
* XX.35  Stevenage, Grantham, Doncaster, Wakefield-W, 
Leeds.. 
 
* XX.45 Cambridge,Kings Lynn. 
 

 
 
 
* XX.48  Open access services to Hull or Sunderland or  
Bradford Interchange. This departure slot varies slightly with 
operator as does the stopping pattern. 
 
As you can see, the most significant proposal is that no on-
the-hour ( or 00.30 from Edinburgh) services for Scotland are  
to stop there, north or south.  In the current timetable 12 trains 
north bound and 15 south connect Scotland with 
Peterborough.  The proposal is to cut this to six each way!  
The speed-up for London passengers will be a modest 5 
minutes to 4 hours 20.minutes.  
 
Mind you, Dr John Prideaux, erstwhile Director, BR Inter 
City, always used to claim that 5 minutes saved is £70m extra 
in the kitty, and that was back in the early '90s. Is it it still 
true? Probably. 
 
Southbound the proposed spacing is much more acceptable,  
thus the three trains per hour give an excellent ,more or less 
repeating, timetable throughout the day. It is a pity the timings 
cannot be exactly the same in each hour. The xx.05 service 
originates in Leeds, the XX.27 in York on the even hour and 
Lincoln on the odd hour. The XX.50 starts at Newcastle on 
most hours, with six services extended back to Edinburgh  
(09.48; 11.47, 13.47; 15.47, 17.47; 20.46 arrivals at 
Peterborough). 
 
 

Connection waiting times at Peterborough 

Northbound at  XX.17 for 
Newcastle inc. 6 to Edinburgh 

Also at  XX.51 Doncaster, 
Wakefield, Leeds 

 
Connection time from Cambridge  28mins 
Connection time from  Norwich     57mins 
Connection time  from Ipswich      39mins 
Connection time  from  Stevenage  11mins 

 

 
From Cambridge 2 minutes 

From Ipswich 12 “ 
From Norwich 26 “ 
From Stevenage 13  

At XX.59 Grantham, Newark, Lincoln ,even hour, or Retford, 
Doncaster, York on the odd hour 
Connection time from Cambridge    10mins 
Connection time from  Norwich        34min 

Connection time from Stevenage      21mins 
(Note that at XX.27 each hour there is also the Norwich to Liverpool service to Grantham) 

 



I hope this gives you a flavour of what is proposed by NR in 
their submission to the Office of the Rail Regulator, who 
instigated this recast.  As long as East Anglians are heading 
for anywhere en-route to York or Leeds, choices are as good 
or better than now.  Indeed, at the moment there is no Intercity 
service direct to Lincoln, so that is a significant improvement.  
But this is not true of Tyneside or Scotland and, overall,  
connection waiting times at Peterborough are less than 
attractive. 
 
Quite how far this will impinge on the schedules east of 
Peterborough,  to Ely, Norwich, Ipswich and Stansted is 
unclear.  Certainly to Norwich paths depend on transit in and 
out of congested Ely and across the single line of  Trowse 
Swingbridge.  No easy matter.   
 

There is inevitable much more to gleaned from the NR 
document cited above, which space limitations prevent  us 
showing in Circle Line.  As a by-the-by however, checking 
the BR 1991 public timetable revealed that out of 16 Anglo-
Scottish trains only 6 stopped at Peterborough. So there is 
nothing new there. What has changed is the journey time for 
the fastest: in 1991 the 08.00,10.00 and 15.00 made the 
journey in 4 hr 5 mins, 4hrs 8mins and 4hrs 3mins 
respectively.  And they stopped no less than two or three 
times.  But they were Class 91 hauled: the HSTs took at least 
4hr 20 minutes.  Interesting. 
 
So do have a look. If you have  strong feeling about these  
proposals do write as soon as you can to your MP.  Nothing is 
set in indelible ink....YET!

Chesterton (Parkway) Station plans progress 
 
Mooted long,long ago as an almost 'blue sky' concept, this 
idea is now likely to be usable reality by 2014.   
 
The original notion of a junction station for St Ives 
disappeared under the concrete of the Guided Busway, of 
course.  Nevertheless, the latter will almost certainly be 
extended to the new station, which will simultaneously serve 
the adjacent Science Park.  This should mean the end of a 

great many cross-city journeys to the main station.  Surely a 
good move. 
 
 
The County Council have now decided to bring the scheme 
forward after the Regional Assembly agreed to support an 
application for Government funding. A formal submission to 
Government is expected to be made shortly.

 

 
As the plan indicates, the  £25m new station would comprise 
three platforms each suitable for 12 coach trains.  
 
Two platforms would be built on the existing main line, whilst 
the third would be a bay platform.  Existing pointwork would 
be used with the other markings on the plan referring to signal 
locations.  A 400-space car park would be provided.  The 

freight facility for aggregate trains would be maintained along 
with further sidings installed to park passenger rolling stock.   
 
Cambridgeshire County Council have commissioned studies 
to create a possible timetable for submission to Network Rail. 
Initial results indicate that it is possible to provide a good train 
service to Chesterton without affecting stops at Waterbeach.

 

 
Chesterton Junction back in March 1979 at the site of the proposed Parkway station (Mike Page). 



‘Going loco’: on the pick-up 
 
 
Records were broken in 1954, but not with 75-wagon coal 
empties, recalls John Smith, who describes a memorable 
night when he was diagrammed on the ‘pick-up’.  
 
It was the Sixth of May, 1954, and my diagram was to sign on 
duty at 18.50h for a train that was known as the ‘pick-up’, 
This goods train started from Cambridge  ‘Up Yard’ in the 
hands of a Bishops Stortford crew while we were booked to 
‘Ride Passenger’ and relieve the engine crew at Bishops 
Stortford yard. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
At Bishops Stortford we picked up any additional freight and 
then worked the train as far as Northumberland Park and its 
freight yard. There we were lived by a Stratford crew who 
took the engine on to Stratford ‘Loco’ (locomotive depot). So 
we then made our way to the yard shunters’ hut to have our 
supper. 
 
I loved this diagram as we heard so many tales and listened to 
the ‘Cockney humour’. The Northumberland Park men would 
always have some new tales to tell: ‘Ere’, ‘ave you ‘eard this 
one…’. It was a tale and an experience and most of all we had 
not heard it before. 
 
Before I go any further, I have to explain that Northumberland 
Park yard mostly provided storage for coal empties waiting 
return to Whitemoor after being unloaded in the Angel Road 
power station (long since demolished). We waited our return 
working: we were diagrammed to work the 00.30h 
Northumberland Park Yard to Whitemoor Yard, March. It 
would always be a ‘full load’: 75 coal empties, no more, no 
less. 
 
Train length could not be any longer as this was the maximum 
train length the various ‘loop’ lines could accept and be clear 
for ‘passing traffic’. 
 
It was a Stratford crew who brought our return engine. These 
men were also ‘characters’ and again the Cockney banter was 
good to listen to! Not only were these men ‘characters’ in 
their own way; some of the engines they brought for us were 
‘characters’ too! You never knew what you would get until 
the loco appeared before you! And it would never be one of 
Stratford’s best. What you did know about, of course, were 

the 75 empty coal wagons waiting patiently to be returned to 
their coalmines up north. 
 
Sometimes you would get a rough old ‘crab’ of an engine (not 
a Fowler ‘Crab’ I imagine  - Ed) from Stratford and again, the 
fireman who you relieved had probably got ‘lazyitis’. After 
all, he wasn’t working to Whitemoor with 75 empties! 
 
Well, you had to make a start on the engine and the shovel 
was soon getting hot as you tried to get a ‘body’ of fire in the 
firebox before departure time. If this were the case, then it 
would be a struggle up to the top of Elsenham bank. Then 
came the easier bit running down the ‘down road’ to 
Cambridge. 
 
On this night I recall we ‘struggled’ a bit on the climb and 
running down. The engine was a bit of a ‘leaky bucket’ while 
the J39 0-6-0 we had had on the up road was not one of 
Stratford’s best either. 
 
Anyway, what was to be remembered on that night? Well, 
while we were having our supper in the shunters' hut, laughing 
and chatting about this and that, our ears suddenly picked up. 
A radio was on and the News was being broadcast. It was 
News that I will always remember. The newsreader 
announced that ‘tonight history had been made’. He carried 
on: ‘ Roger Bannister has become the first man to break the 
four minute barrier in running one mile….having been helped 
by two friends, Chattaway and Brasher as pacemen.’ 
 
I can remember that we all looked at each other and after we 
had caught our breath and the news had sunk in, a big cheer 
went up around the table. Since then, how many times has a 
mile been run and records broken repeatedly? I imagine quite 
a few times by now. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sadly to say, we did not break any records that night coming 
home. Although we ‘struggled’ a bit at least we did not stop 
for a ‘blow up’: that is, a term for a ‘break’ to stir the fire up, 
get some water in the gauge glass and get enough steam 
pressure to proceed again. I don’t think Bannister, Chattaway 
or Brasher had to stop for a ‘blow up’! History had been 
made: a triumph and an English one. 
 
My own triumph was to see the Trumpington down distant 
signal and I knew then that we had made it home to the 
‘finishing line’ too! Well, we were not running beyond 
Cambridge. We were home too! 

This J39 looks steam-tight passing Potter Heigham on the  M & GN 
in 1959, unlike John;s ‘old crab’ of an engine!            (Colour-Rail) 

One imagines John would have loved to have had this ex-works 
Norwich J39 for the 75 ‘empties’, but from what he says about 
Stratford, he wouldn’t have got 64968 that day!        (Colour-Rail) 



Oxford in 1966: the death of 
GWR locomotives! 
 
Steam traction finished at Oxford some years after it 
finished at Cambridge. One got the impression that 
changes in the traction scene at Cambridge were gradual 
between 1957 and 1963, while the locomotive scenario at 
Oxford changed almost overnight on January 2, 1966, 
writes Mike Page. It was the day that the Western Region 
of British Rail finished with standard gauge steam 
locomotives – well, almost!  
 
I say almost, because the Western Region (WR) could not 
quite stop what the London Midland Region (LMR) insisted 
on doing, that is sending freight from Banbury through Oxford 
to Didcot, Reading and the Southern Region with mostly 
Stanier 8Fs and 5s and Riddles 9Fs. One supposes too that the 
WR authorities were really niggled by Banbury’s insistence 
on continuing to use Black 5s on the York-
Bournemouth/Poole trains. Otherwise, the only other steam 
locomotives to be seen around Oxford in early 1966 were the 
40 or so dumped in the steam locomotive depot’s yard.  
 
When I got off a Banbury-Oxford DMU (a 116) before the 
start of Hilary term in mid-January, 1966, it was hard to 
believe that virtually all of those Halls, Granges, Manors and 
the few 2-6-2Ts and pannier tanks (we called pannier tanks 
‘matchboxes’ in the West Midlands) were alive and busily 
puffing around just a couple of weeks ago. It was the next day, 
when meeting up with fellow undergrad ‘trainspotters’ that I 
learnt that no, steam wasn’t quite dead. Banbury shed’s  
‘Black Fives’ continued to power the York-Poole trains and 
the odd freight. Maybe a dozen steam driven freights a day  
continued to break through the Western Region’s steam ‘Iron 
Curtain’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
During 1965 it had been a lunchtime ritual for a group of us to 
watch the engine changes on the York-Poole and ‘Pines 
Express’ trains. A Southern Region Bulleid Pacific or 
Standard Five, rarely clean, would be waiting in the up sidings 
at the south end to see what the LMR would send. I never 
once saw an English Electric ‘Type 3’ (37) come south from 
Banbury on the York-Poole (37s were in charge of these trains 
northwards from Banbury to Woodford Halse and the old 
Great Central).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Banbury would exchange the Eastern Region’s 37 for a Hall, 
Grange or Black Five for the trot along to Oxford. That engine 
would then be turned and serviced quickly on Oxford shed to 
take over the Poole-York. The up ‘Pines Express’ ritual was 
different in that a Brush/Sulzer Type 4 (a 47) would arrive at 
around 14.15 to hand the train over, usually, to a ‘Merchant 
Navy’, which had brought the down ‘Pines’ in earlier. For 
example, on October 12, Landore’s D1735 (don’t ask me how 
that got on the ‘Pines’, ask Crewe!) handed over to 
Bournemouth’s 35011 ‘General Steam Navigation’.  
 
Not long after 35011 had slipped and slithered out of the 
station, Weymouth’s rebuilt ‘West Country’, 34018 
‘Axminster’ drifts in past the cemetery towards us with the 
Poole-York, only it’s Cardiff Canton’s 47 D1599 that waits to 
take the train forward. 34018 dashes off to the shed, as it is 
14.35 and she’s got to be turned, watered and back in the up 
south sidings by 15.10. 
 
We look at the shabby GWR wooden station buildings, which 
in 1965 seem ready to fall apart. The station area is fully 
GWR semaphore signalled. Standing by the bay platform at 
the north end on the ‘up’ side we can watch pannier tank 3677 
shunting the old LNWR yard where that railway’s terminus is 
still intact. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

35011 ‘General Steam Navigation’ eases the up ‘Pines 
Express’ out of Oxford on October 12, 1965 having taken 
over from Landore’s ‘Brush 4’ D1735. 

Looking for a smokebox door: Ivatt ‘4’ 43106 tows 73112 
north past the cemetery on the south side of Oxford station. 

6861 ‘Crynant Grange’ hands over the York-Bournemouth to 
34018 ‘Axminster’. Both locos look reasonably ‘workaday’ 
clean and with steam to spare on October 12, 1965. 



The signals are ‘off’ for a down through fitted freight with 
Willesden’s 45292. The next northbound pass-through is very 
odd. We watch an Ivatt 4 2-6-0, Heaton Mersey’s 43106 (now 
on the Severn Valley Railway), and looking very ‘ex-works’ 
from Eastleigh, towing Nine Elms’ Standard Five, 73112. 
73112 has no smokebox door, so where is 43106 taking 
73112? Crewe, maybe: or perhaps anywhere where they have 
a spare smokebox door lying around. 
 
Almost immediately, signals clear again for another down 
freight and Cardiff East Dock’s 9F 92224 is in a hurry with a 
long train of mineral empties, only the 16t wagons are not as 
clean as those on today’s Great Central! Meanwhile, they’ve 
turned and watered 34018, which now comes through off 
shed, before Banbury’s 45454 heads by light engine for home. 
 
The signals are ‘off’ for the York-Poole, approaching at 15.15 
headed by Tyseley’s now nameless 6861, formally ‘Crynant 
Grange’. As well as being reasonably clean, she is steam-tight 
too. Let’s go to the south end and watch the engine change; 
6861 moves off smartly to be replaced by the equally clean 
34018. She departs at 15.22 with only one short slip. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s not teatime yet, so we’ll hang about to see what comes 
next. It’s all quite routine. Oxford’s 6923, formerly ‘Croxteth 
Hall’ drifts through towards the shed, then signals clear for an 
up fitted freight with Old Oak Common’s D1701. Something 
is now throbbing from near the cemetery. Sounds like an old 
canal barge, and yes, it’s a Derby/Sulzer 2 (25) D7587 from 
Saltley on down freight 5M08, which is most likely heading 
for Birmingham’s Washwood Heath sidings.  
 
Another five minutes? OK, and here comes a Bristol (Bath 
Road) ‘Hymek’, D7081, on 6V31 heading south. We really 
now have to go, but the up through pegs have cleared again 
almost immediately and, no! A B1? A B1 is on the ‘carflats’! 
It’s too murky to photograph Hull Dairycoates’ 61306 (which 
survives today at Llangollen as ‘Mayflower’, a name formerly 
carried by 61379 of Immingham). One can only suppose that 
Banbury has had to cope with a failure. So 61306, probably 
off a fish train from Hull (via the GC), had found itself with a 
‘fill-in’ job, perhaps covering for a failed 47, which normally 
handled these carflat trains now. 
 
So, up until the end of the Michaelmas term in 1965, Oxford 
had remained one of those rare stations where steam 
locomotives from all four British Railway regions could be 
occasionally observed on everyday service trains. At one time, 
D16s worked Cambridge-Oxford trains, while the odd B1 or 
K3 might go south beyond Banbury off the GC. There was 
also a regular B1 working on a York-Swindon train. Maybe 

that October day when 61306 returned north was the last day 
for such ‘all region’ observations.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
I mentioned D7081, diesel hydraulics appeared occasionally. 
Apart from the freights and parcels workings on the Worcester 
or Banbury lines, the ‘Hymeks’ vied with increasing numbers 
of 47s for the control of the Paddington-Worcester and 
Hereford expresses. But they were not so common working 
north to Banbury. 
 
It’s November 5, 1965, it’s raining and Weymouth’s Standard 
Five 73018 has arrived on time with the Poole-York. Except 
there is no Banbury Hall or Black Five waiting to take over. 
Instead, Newton Abbot’s D7017 comes off shed to do the trip 
to Banbury – that was a surprise! Occasionally you might see 
a ‘Warship’ at Oxford such as Plymouth Laira’s D830 
‘Majestic’ (one with Paxman engines) heading an up Cornish 
clay empties train at 9.30 on October 23. 
 
How many of you remember the dilapidated 81F Oxford 
shed? It stood just beyond the end of the down platform past 
the signal gantry. I’d seen old barns in better condition! How 
fitters could work under such conditions left one speechless. 
It’s now November 2, 1965. We’ve watched Bournemouth’s 
clean 34017 ‘Ilfracombe’ (still wearing full nameplate and 
town crest) hand over the Poole-York to Southall’s 6998 
(formerly ‘Burton Agnes Hall’).  
 
Cardiff Canton’s D1691 had brought in the southbound 
‘Pines’ and waits while Bletchley’s 8F, 48554, precedes it 
onto the shed watched by a ‘Big Prairie’ 6131 passing 
southwards with the Kingsbury branch freight. We leave the 
station on the down side; walk through the yard and into the 
shed foreman’s office. There is no objection made to our 
request to enter the hovel. Inside the shed’s dark interior, with 
sunlight shining through gaps in the roof and walls, stand 
‘Halls’ 6923, 6953 and 6947, a big ‘Prairie’ 6156, Standard 4 
2-6-0 76033 (from Guildford!) and another ‘Hall’, 7922. 
 
We walk around to the coaling stage and ash pits where quite 
a clean Grange, 6815, and pannier tank 3677 are being 
attended to. Next to the main line, 6126 is blocking 34017’s 
and 48554’s access to the turntable. Also nearby are 9773, 
6999, 7925, 48749 (Mold Junction!) and 73166 (Exmouth 
Junction!). 
 
Beyond the yard tracks of the ‘quick’ stretches the ever-
growing population on the tracks of the ‘dead’. There were  

At the north end of Oxford station on November 19, 1965, 
6965 ‘Thirlestaine Hall’ brings a string of up empties under 
the signal gantry. Oxford shed is on the left. 

At Oxford shed’s coaling plant on November 2, pannier tank 
3677 has been coaled while 6815 ‘Frilford Grange’ waits. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There were 6868, 73031 (Gloucester), 44666 (Saltley), 6957, 
92216 (barely five years old!), 4962, 6910, 6132, 73003 
(Bristol Barrow Road), 90258 (Lostock Hall!), 6161, 6874, 
3751 and 6921. By December 31, these loco yards would be 
packed with dead engines. 
 
My last day on Oxford station in 1965 was December 9. There 
was so much steam in action, you would have hardly have 
thought it would all be gone in a month’s time. 
Bournemouth’s rebuilt ‘West Country’ 34021 ‘Dartmoor’ 
handed the Poole-York over to Oxley’s D1683, which had 
earlier handed over the southbound ‘Pines’ to Bournemouth’s 
35027 ‘Port Line’. Around the same time, new 47s, D1918 
and D1920, as well as Banbury’s 92213, had passed through 
on freights. Gloucester’s 6956 heads for the shed while 6967 
was shunting in the south sidings. 3677 was busy as usual in 
the LNWR yards. 6106 appears on the Kingsbury branch 
freight before my 116 DMU arrived to take me to Banbury. 
As we passed the shed yards, I noted that Nine Elms’ 75078 
and Saltley’s 45006 had joined the sad line of the ‘dead’. 
 

 
 
 
 
I arrived back in Oxford on Sunday, January 16, 1966, left my 
bags in the luggage office, and went to inspect the long lines 
of dead engines in the snowy shed yard. I still have the list if 
anyone is interested. Having expected full dieselisation, I 
nearly missed Saltley’s 44919 passing southwards with a train 
of house coal at 13.55 as I looked around the shed yard. Then 
half-an-hour later, Aston’s 44859 also went through on a 
southbound fitted freight – so all was not as ‘steam dead’ in 

Oxford as the WR would have wished! Black Fives, such as 
45426, 45331, 44942 and 45089, still handled the York-
Bournemouth/Poole trains, these engines now running through 
from Banbury to Poole on the SR.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
My last observation was on May 14, 1966, when 
Bournemouth’s 34044 ‘Woolacombe’ carried on through to 
Banbury on the northbound Poole-York train. The day before, 
44942 had headed south on the working, so it must have come 
to grief. Today it was, surprisingly, Holyhead’s, well-kept 
45493 on the southbound, so what had happened to 34044 
after it had got to Banbury was anyone’s guess! 
 
So briefly that was my view of Oxford towards the end of WR 
steam. I believe the only survivors to be resurrected from the 
‘dead’ at Oxford shed were 6106 and 6998. On January 16, 
1965, 6998 stood greased and cleaned inside the shed keeping 
diesels D1742, D6328 and D6356 company. I don’t know 
how long those North British hydraulics worked around 
Oxford. There was no sign of 6106, which may have already 
been moved to Didcot.  
 
Today, back in Oxford, there’s very little or nothing of the old 
steam railway scene left now. The old LNWR terminus stands 
proudly, and most beautifully restored, at Quainton Road. 
After the death of WR steam in the first week of January 
1966, a few pannier tanks soldiered on at Tyseley, Oxley and 
Croes Newydd for a few more months before ex-GWR steam 
faded away completely from British Rail. 

Stoke on Trent’s 48453 waits for a clear road south with a Washwood Heath – Southampton freight by the north yards in Oxford while Western 
Lines Brush 4, D1693 heads north with a freight for Hereford on February 19, 1966. No real changes had yet taken place. There were still 
extensive sidings on the right and there was not a single colour light signal to be seen! Beyond the 8F 2-8-0 on the left can just be seen the 
Oxford-Bletchley line, which still had a regular service using either DMUs or a diesel loco and coaches. 

End of the GWR at Oxford with 6972, 6872, 6132 on the left. 

A Birmingham Division ‘Sulzer 2’, D5033, has a two-coach 
local from Bletchley – a BR Mark 1  surburban brake and 
an ex-LMS surburban coach - on October 19, 1966. 



Holiday travels: riding the 
Wensleydale Railway 
 
During a September holiday in the Yorkshire Dales, 45 
Pye pensioners made a trip on this line, reports Mike 
Cosgrove. 
 
The Wensleydale Railway runs from Leeming Bar through 
Bedale and Leyburn to Redmire and consists of some 17 miles 
of mainly single track operated on a 99-year lease. 
 
The timetable showed basic services of three return journeys 
each day from April to October as well as ‘Santa Specials’. 
The trains are three-car DMUs made up from assorted 
designs, with the centre coach converted partly into a 
miniature buffet. This service was augmented by a steam-
operated train running to a special timetable during the 
railway’s six-week peak season. 
 
We joined the train at Leyburn to go to Redmire and then back 
through Leyburn to Leeming Bar. This unusual routing 
seemed to puzzle the booking clerk: was it a return to Redmire 
and a single on to Leeming, or was it singles both ways? On 
top of this, the clerk had to work out the group rates! 
 
When we joined the train, the number of passengers had risen 
to over 50, which led to a big demand for tea; normally the 
buffet car attendant spent most of his time knitting! While 
talking to him it appeared that the initial hopes of running a 
commuter service had not materialised and the line needed to 
be extended to Aysgarth Falls to boost the tourist traffic. At 
present there is a vintage bus service run four days a week to 
the falls and on to Hawes (free with pensioner bus passes!). 
The line needs a lot of money to carry out track maintenance. 
 
Between Leyburn and Redmire the line passes the disused 
station at Wensley. The old station house there is now  
 

 
 
privately owned and still has the name displayed on a totem 
with the old North Eastern region orange background. 
 
I managed to have a conversation with the driver during the 
return journey. He said that the track had deteriorated so much 
that there were a number of speed restrictions, while the 
permitted axle loading had been reduced. These restriction 
meant that they could not use their Class 47, although they 
might be able to use their Class 20. 
 
Twice a year, the Ministry of Defence (MoD) runs a long train 
carrying Army vehicles to and from Catterick Camp. The 
vehicles are driven off and onto the wagons using an end-
loading ramp kept at Redmire. A Class 66 had operated the 
last working, but regarding the state of the track the driver did 
not know what would happen in the future. 
 
Our driver had used to be a fireman based in Doncaster and 
said he had fired 4472 ‘Flying Scotsman’ on a number of 
occasions when his father was the driver. He said that he was 
looking forward to seeing 4472 back in steam, but felt there 
was time now for the National Railway Museum to do a more 
thorough overhaul now that ‘Tornado’ was in service. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Travelling west to Milford Haven 
 
Well, it has been some two years since I had had a long distance trip on the old GW mainline to Swansea. An industrial visit to a company in Milford Haven on 
November 3 got me onto the 13.45h Paddington-Swansea, happily in a refurbished HST. I thought I might treat myself to a first class trip if it were not going to 
bust the travel budget. An initial enquiry at a ticket machine found I could do a ‘codger single’ for GBP 109. Well, it was just over the budget boundary, but I 
thought I’d enquire at the ticket office, you never know, there might be a special offer. “We’re doing a deal until December 3, a first class open return for GBP 
40…” I was flabbergasted! I do not understand the First Great Western marketing people, but I bought it. 
 
There were only two other people in the ‘Quiet Coach’ as we pulled out of Paddington and I noted one class 66 in the East Acton yard. Then 59.203 had hoppers 
on the up slow near Slough as did another 66 as we approached Reading. Nothing more was to be seen until Bristol Parkway where two 66s were about.Around 
Newport  shed were a number of 66s, what looked like 50.034 and four EWS 08s. Advenza’s 57.005 sat in a siding in Cardiff Central. At Cardiff another 66 was 
spotted coming out of the docks with hoppers and one of its fellows was seen on covered steel carriers waiting by Port Talbot steelworks. There was nothing to 
be seen at Llandore depot as we slowed for Swansea, arriving on time at 16.45. 
 
I was booked to catch the 17.05 to Milford Haven. Judging by the crowd awaiting the Arriva train’s arrival, I had expected a three-car something or other. In 
crept, apologetically, a two-car 175, so it was ‘sardine time’. I was amazed to hear from a passenger that the train had come from Manchester Piccadilly via 
Hereford and Cardiff and that when the schools were closed the overcrowding often left passengers behind at Swansea! The line to Milford Haven was new to 
me, and it was also dark. The overcrowding eased a little at Llanelli, and the train was comfortable after reversal at Carmarthen. It seemed to me what was 
wanted was that the 170 terminated at Swansea and that a three-coach something was wanted for the peak hours to Milford Haven. 
 
The return on November 4 was from Pembroke Dock, which still has its pretty, if neglected, station. The tracks terminated short of a road, but railwaymen told 
me some tracks were still in-situ down to the docks. A single 153 waited to take us at 13.05 on the 2.1/4h journey via Tenby and Carmarthen back to Swansea. It 
was tortuous at first, the unit having to come to a full stop at four open crossings, sound its horn then proceed diligently! 
 
We made the 15.29 HST connection easily, arriving three minutes early. This time there was more action at Port Talbot with a USA/GM switcher bringing out 
steel carriers into the yard while 60.054 and 66.159 waited for their trains to be made up. We passed three more freights (66s) on their way west. At Newport 
three 66s, including 66.112 had liner, coal liner and hopper trains while another passed us with steel coil. Then at Cardiff Central, 57.005 was still in the siding. 
 
So we whizzed on in the dark to arrive on time in Paddington at 18.30, only to find delays on the Circle Line. I just made the 19.15 to Cambridge, which had an 
incredibly rough riding first coach. Indeed the ‘Quiet Coach’ on my returning HST was vertically bouncy! The outgoing one had had a noticeable wheel flat. 
Well it was an interesting two days out, which showed the ongoing general satisfaction with HSTs and the shortcomings of Arriva Wales stock and some bogie 
adjustments needed – Mike Page 



Check up railways on Line 
 
I am aware that to many of us the computer is alien beast best left 
to its own devices, writes Peter Heath. But I have found that a 
computer is a never ending source of education and 
entertainment, of which the railway fraternity have made good 
use.  There seems to be literally thousands of web sites dealing 
with railways; I’m finding new ones on a regular basis. 
 
If you have a computer, here are a few web sites, that I have found, 
which are well worth a visit and are all free. They are listed in a 
random order under : 1) a general heading/ description; 2) the actual 
web address.(Note that most sites have links  to other good sites). 
  
Railway Herald. This is a high quality online railway magazine, mostly 
current news, but occasionally includes archive material by Brian 
Morrison (i.e. issue 200). Produced fortnightly. All back numbers are 
available. 
http://www.railwayherald.org/ 
  
Mainline steam tours. This is the most popular site used by enthusiasts 
to find details of steam running on the mainline. Timings from previous 
years are also listed. 
http://www.uksteam.info/tours/trs09.htm 
  
ECML 1948-1962. (Photos taken on the ECML, and other railways). 
http://www.ecmlsteam.co.uk/ 
  
East Anglian Railway Archive. This excellent site includes images 
covering most of East Anglia, mainly taken just after the end of steam. 
Includes all the lines radiating from Cambridge. 
http://alanmoore353.blokes.org.uk/ 
  
Plumb Loco.  Thousands of steam photos worldwide, both old and 
recent by Geoff Plumb. 
http://geoff-plumb.fotopic.net/ 
  
Ron’s Railway Pix. Hundreds of pre 1968 colour and b/w images of 
steam, plus many later scenes from Ron Fisher. 
http://ronfisher.fotopic.net/ 
  

 
 
Visits to sites may reveal memories similar to this one: Retford’s 04/1 
63727 passes Darnall, Sheffield, 18/2/61                        (Mike Page) 
 
David Hey’s Collection. This site contains over 1,800 images from the 
fifties onwards with plenty of supportive text. 
http://www.davidheyscollection.com/index.htm 
  
Old Pix Brought to the Fore. This site contains hundreds of steam 
images plus links to many other sites (some mentioned here). 
http://gallery62603.fotopic.net/ 
  
Barking Bill. Another few hundred pre-1968 colour images, plus many 
others since then. (Remember to click the ‘all sizes’ tab to get the 
largest image). 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/barkingbill/collections/ 
  
Steamlocomotives dot com. If you are thinking of taking a trip to the 
U.S.A., this site lists all surviving steam locos state by state. 
http://www.steamlocomotive.com/ 
http://www.steamlocomotive.com/lists/ 
  
UNECTO For the traveller to France the interactive map on this page 
links through to all museum and preserved lines in France. 
http://www.trains-fr.org/unecto/_dest/ 
  
 

 
 
Prototype ‘Deltic’ at Queensville Curve, Stafford with a Liverpool-
London express sometime in 1955               (Mike Page collection). 
 
Richard Leonard’s Steam Locomotive Archive. American steam pics. 
http://www.railarchive.net/index.html       
        
Geograph  This interesting site aims to contain photos from every 1k 
grid square in the U.K. Many feature railway infrastructure both alive 
and dead! 
http://www.geograph.org.uk/ 
    
Disused Railways. Hundreds of images taken in recent years on 
disused railways 
http://disused-rlys.fotopic.net/ 
  
Disused Stations.  This extensive site covering hundreds of closed 
stations gives ‘before and after’ images. (Note. Very depressing) 
http://www.subbrit.org.uk/sb-sites/stations/sites.shtml      
  
Steam on the Web. Includes hundreds of video clips of preserved 
steam. Many are straight links to YouTube.(see below). 
http://www.steamontheweb.co.uk/ 
  
YouTube   Despite reports to the contrary, this site contains some 
fabulous videos, archive and recent. Some taken in HD are better than 
normal television! (Remember to click the HD tab, if there is one, and 
full screen). It’s just a case of seeking out the good ones! It can be 
used as a news source with, for example, ‘yesterday’s’ mainline steam 
trip usually posted by someone within hours. Those taken with a video 
camera and tripod can be excellent. It’s just a case of sorting the 
wheat from the chaff. On good videos always click on the name of the 
uploader as he will most likely have uploaded a stack of other good 
videos. I’ve listed a few examples of the good videos that can be 
found. If the title is simply typed into the search box it saves having to 
laboriously type in the URL address. 
  
The Cumbrian Fellsman with LMS No.46115 on the 7th February 2009 
By Teenagetrainphotos.  (High definition) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gah_0wqfp_c 
  
6201 Princess Elizabeth By NEWBIGGINBOX 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jgds_mKzs4w 
 
76079 on The Cotton Mill Express - 13.12.08 By acw71000 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZNxL1Vc1Mo 
  
2968-7325 on the Lickey Incline By psovmainline 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QpQSFMK3F80 
  
Archive videos (some pinched, others original). 
  
Morpeth - Woodburn Last Steam Train 1966 By whitleybayname 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8txhZVKufVA 
  
Freight trains approaching Hucknall Central By bigkris21 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkOFau4Kl0Q 
  
Southern Steam - the early days of the Bulleid Pacifics 
By SouthernRailwayFilms 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_mmDGlZHO0 
  
If members want to contact me for these notes, so they can ‘cut & 
paste’ the links: peter.heath2@ntldoworld.com  
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Chairman: David Pepperell 

15 Vine Close, Cambridge, CB2 5BZ. 
Email:Dr.Pepperell@btinternet.com 

 
Secretary: Christopher Burton 

2 Stone Terrace, Cambridge, CB1 2PN 
Email: cfb79ten@googlemail.com 

 
Outings Secretary: Anthony Dewey 
Email: Tony.Dewey@btinternet.com 

 
Treasurer: Michael Cosgrove 

 
Circle Line Editor: Mike Page 
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Contributions to Circle Line 

 
 

Editorial contributions are accepted in hand-written or typed form or by e-
mail to Mike Page (contact details are above). 

 
If you e-mail pictures or illustrations, JPEGs are preferred. Please keep file 

size to 1.5MB maximum. 
 

Thanks again, to this month’s contributors without whom our journal would 
not have appeared. 
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