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SPECIAL TRAINS NEAR US October-December 
 
Saturday October 30: THE HOLY ISLAND.. Kings Cross – Berwick on Tweed 67 diesel. 
Saturday November 13: THE COATBRIDGE AND BATHGATE PHOENIX 2X 47 diesel. 
Thursday November 18: THE CHRISTMAS CONNECTION Kings Cross – Edinburgh 60163 Tornado steam. 
Thursday November 25: THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS Kings Cross – York 60163 Tornado steam. 
Saturday November 27: TYNESIDER Newcastle – Kings Cross 60007 Sir Nigel Gresley steam. 

Chance perhaps to see two ‘Britannias’ on the same day at Lincoln: 
Friday December 3: THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS Kings Cross – Lincoln 70013 Oliver Cromwell steam. 
                                   THE LINCOLN CHRISTMAS FAYRE Newcastle – Lincoln  70000 Britannia steam. 
Friday December 4: THE BATH CHRISTMAS MARKET Bedford-Bristol 60163 Tornado steam. 
        CHRISTMAS IN THE NORTH COUNTRY Norwich – Newcastle 2X 47 diesel. 
        PRE CHRISTMAS TOUR Hastings – Bedford – Bletchley DEMU 1001 d iesel. 
Saturday December 5: THE LONDON CHRISTMAS FAYRE Kings Cross – Lincoln 60163 Tornado steam. 
Saturday December 11: THE CHRISTMAS WHITE ROSE Cambridge – York 60007 Sir Nigel Gresley steam. 
Sunday December 12: THE CHRISTMAS FENMAN Kings Lynn – Cambridge – Kings Cross 70013 Oliver Cromwell. 
Wednes day December 16: THE YORK YULETIDE EXPRESS Norwich - Peterborough - York 45690 Leander steam. 
Saturday December 18: THE CHRISTMAS TYNESIDER Kings Cross – Newcastle 60007 Sir Nigel Gresley steam. 
              EDINBURGH CHRISTMAS SPECIAL Stevenage – Ed inburgh 2X 47 d iesel. 
Tues day December 21: THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS Kings Cross – Cambridge – Norwich 70013 Oliver Cromwell. 
 
CAMBRIDGE RAILWAY CIRCLE OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 

 
President: Bill Last 
Chairman: David Pepperell, 15 Vine Close, Cambridge, CB2 5BZ. Dr.Pepperell@btinternet.com 
Secretary: Christopher Burton, 2 Stone Terrace, Cambridge, CB1 2PN. Cfb79ten@googlemail.com 
Outings Secretary: Anthony Dewey. Tony.Dewey@btinternet.com 
Treasurer: Mrs. Elaine Smallwood. 
Membership Secretary: Ian Worland, 66 Coles Road, Milton, Cambridge, CB4 6BW. ianworland@aol.com 
Circle Line Editor: Mike Page, 84 Blinco Grove, Cambridge, CB1 7TS. mikepage@freeuk.com 
Committee Members: Alan Denney, William Fraser, John Houselander, John Hunting,  Graham Mallows, Richard Tremaine,.  
      
Club meetings: Arbury Community Centre, Campkin Road, Cambridge, CB4 2LD. 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO CIRCLE LINE 
 
Editorial contributions are accepted in hand-written, typed or e-mail form to Mike Page (details are above). If you e-mail 
pictures or illustrations, low-res JPEGs should be e-mailed in itially (please keep file size below 1.5MB), then high-res may be 
requested. Colour or black/white photos can be accepted by post.  
 
We welcome news, features and short stories  on the ‘modern image’ or historical topics as well as stories about members’ visits 
in the UK, Europe and overseas. 
 
Thanks again, to this issue’s contributors without whom our journal would not have appeared. 
 
CIRCLE LINE is the newsletter of THE CAMBRIDGE RAILWAY CIRCLE 
 
The contents of Circle Line do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor or The Cambridge Railway Circle.  
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 Next meetings planned for 2010-2011 

 
Friday November 12 2010 : Colin Gifford (the one and only) with colour (Not 1st Friday, please note). 
Friday December 3 2010: Mike Page and Alan Denny: topics (topics to be announced). 
Friday January 7 2011:  Lew Adams: (topics to be announced). 
Friday February 4 2011: Mike Lamport: Olympics Railway Delivery  
Friday March 4 2011:  Mike Spencer: eye-catching colour p ictures 
 
Editor’s ‘Rant’ 
 
We had to say goodbye during the summer to George Coote who was known to many and CRC member Brian Newman. 
Although I had not seen George for a few years, I remember him most in R & D Models when it was near Mitcham’s Corner 
and then later in Burleigh Street.  
 
The Cambridge Railway Circle’s 40th Anniversary cake appeared during the tea break when Richard Hardy was 
conducting his ‘Just Richard’ discussions backed by our President, Bill Last on May 7. There will be more on this 
meeting and the history of the Cambridge Railway Circle in the next issue of Circle Line. 
 
Among this year’s visits I joined the CRC trip on July 25 to the North Norfolk Railway and had a thoroughly good 
feed in the dining car while listening to ‘Black Five’ 4-6-0, 44767 on the front. I suppose Black Fives mean to me as 
much as B1s do for LNER enthusiasts. Black Fives, or ‘Blackies’ as we called them around Wolverhampton were 
often frustrating. Even our only Midland Region named train The Midlander would sometimes be a Blackie instead of 
a Jubilee! Blackies seemed to pull everything ‘up our road’. So to see a ‘namer’ such as a Scot, Patriot, Jubilee or, 
uncommonly a ‘Brit’, was an event! 
 
While on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway some years ago, I had two double journeys, one with an ‘ordinary’ 
Blackie, 45407 and one with Stephenson valve geared 44767. To me, 44767 seemed a bit stronger and surer on the 
1 in 50 up to Grosmont than 45407. A driver assured me of this, but added that the 45407 was faster on the mainline 
than 44767. Anyway, there was nothing to really tax 44767 on July 25! 
 
I went to Germany in April with CRC member, Peter Heath, and Marlow Club member, Gordon Rippington, to 
experience the Deutsche Bahn’s Dampfspektakulars (Steam Spectaculars). There were 19 locos of 15 different 
classes and sub-classes working between: Saarbruecken, Trier, Koblenz;  Trier – Juenkerath (line to Cologne) and 
Trier to Luxemburg. There was also intensive activity on a long branchline with steep grades leading from Gerolstein 
(Trier – Juenkerath line) to Ulmen. We spent some time on this line because there were old Prussian locos in 
operation (Classes 58 2-10-0 (G12), 74.0 2-6-0 (T9) and 78.0 4-6-4T (T16). The ‘main lines’ also saw a Prussian P8 
(38.0 4-6-0) with a train of pre-war coaches. I’ll do a write-up on the event in the next issue, if there is space.  
 
Take a look at ‘Events and ‘Special’ Trains’ opposite, there are CRC discounts available on The Christmas White 
Rose (Cambridge-York and return) with 60007 Sir Nigel Gresley on December 11 – Mike Page. 
 

 
 
Had a look over Hills Road Bridge parapet lately? Nice fence! A case of ‘see no evil’ perhaps – taken on Saturday September 19. (Mike Page) 
 
 
 
 



Cambridge scene from 
Nationalisation to 
Dieselisation 
 
Having acquired a collection of the Railway 
Observer (RCTS), Trains Illustrated, Railway 
World, Railways and Railway Magazine 
publications, Mike Page relates some of the 
changes and oddities seen around Cambridge 
from January, 1948 until the arrival of the 
diesels. In Part One the period is covered from 
January 1948 to December 1952. 
 
If you stood at the railings near the Hills Road Bridge and the 
Cattle Market on a cold January morning in 1948, the scene 
would have looked vastly different when compared with 
today. There would be a J67 o r J69 0-6-0T shunting the 
Coalfields sidings’ fan of tracks lead ing towards Station Road 
and paralleling Hills Road. Yard workers would be unloading 
wagons in the sidings at the back of the station. Another J67/9 
or a J15, J17 or E4 would be on carriage pilot. Shunting would 
be heard from the extensive sidings and ‘hump’ yard over 
towards Rustat Road. 
 
Walk up the steps and cross the single carriageway Road and 
yet another J67/9 may be sorting refridgerator vans and fruit 
vans serving the large cold store and fruit warehouses located 
between Hills Road, Brooklands Avenue and the Clarendon, 
Fitzwilliam and Shaftesbury Roads. 
 
Waiting to come in off the Bedford line is a Bletchley ex-
LNWR ‘Super D’ 0-8-0 with a mixed freight. Another freight, 
this time empty coal wagons, is headed by a J20. They are 
wait ing for the B17 on the 10.40h to Kings Cross to depart 
from Platfo rm 2. We go back to the Cattle Market side to 
await the B17’s departure. She is still in LNER apple green. 
Waiting to follow the 10.40 is a dirty, unkempt March WD 2-
8-0 with a coal train on the up goods loop. 
 
It is only  about 10 hours ago when many engine sheds around 
Great Britain b lew all their locos’ whistles to signify  the first 
day of Nationalisation. Though you would not have known it 
for a few months, I was told, as it took some t ime for all 
engines to gain their BR numbers, while the executives tried 
to decide what colour to paint the trains and stations! 
 
 
Complex working 
In 1948 railway operations around Cambridge were very 
complex. Still fully operational were the lines to March and 
Kettering via St. Ives, to Mildenhall, to Newmarket and Bury 
St. Edmunds, to Marks Tey (via Bart low and Haverhill) and to 
Oxford (v ia Bedford and Bletchley). The shuttle services were 
in operation between Audley End, Saffron Walden and 
Bart low. Passenger trains on the main lines to Norwich, Kings 
Lynn, Peterborough (via Ely and March) to London Liverpool 
Street and Kings Cross, were very much less frequent then 
when compared with today’s 21st. Century scene. Some 
Liverpool St reet-Norwich trains then ran via Cambridge and 
Ely. There was not the London commuter demand then as we 
are used to experiencing today. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Freight traffic was very, very, very much denser and shunting 
work in Cambridge’s yards was almost a 24hr, seven-day, 
operation. There was heavy through coal traffic from the 
Yorkshire, Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire coalfields,  
gathered mostly at March (Whitemoor) and going on to 
London (Temple Mills). Coke traffic originated from coke 
ovens in the above counties. Destinations for coal and coke 
were the many gasworks, domestic coal yards and industries 
around the ‘Greater London’ area. Much of the Whitemoor-
Temple Mills freight was routed from March v ia St. Ives. 
 
Cambridge yards had to sort traffic b rought in by ‘pick-up’ 
freights operating on all routes. Wagons were either added to 
through mixed freight trains or made up into freights 
originating at Cambridge. The Cambridge yards had also to 
sort wagons from through mixed or terminating freights to 
make up into ‘pick-up’ freights for all local routes’ goods 
depots. Most country stations had goods yards then as well as 
sidings serving maltings (such as at Fen Ditton, Shelford and 
Royston), granaries (such as Newmarket) and local industries. 
 
 
Freight handling  
Concerning Cambridge’s own freight-handling facilities: I had 
mentioned the large co ld store and fruit warehouses and the 
Coalfield sidings at the back of the station, which also served 
Spillers. Opposite the station stood the ex GNR and GER 
freight handling depots and ‘hump’ yards and sidings. There 
was an extensive cattle dock at the end of today’s Clifton 
Road. It served the cattle market and had a large grazing area 
used also for resting cattle in transit. That area is now built 
upon. Cambridge gasworks, located by the River Cam off 
Cheddars Lane, collected coal (by steam lorry) from sidings in 
Barnwell. There was also the extensive permanent way 
engineering yard at Chesterton Junction. 
 
Then there were the ‘special’ and ‘seasonal’ freights. The 
former included horse traffic to Newmarket, import/export 
goods and even the frequent export of second-hand farm 
equipment to Ireland. The seasonal traffic included flowers 
(from Wisbech), fru it, vegetables and sugar beet. There was 
also fish traffic mostly from the fishing ports on the east and 
north-east coasts. Cattle traffic was also consistent. Some of 
the perishable and animal traffic from the Fens and  

Cambridge in about 1952 looking tow ards Coldhams Lane 
Bridge. A Bury St. Edmunds’ D16/3, 62566, has a lightw eight 
local w hile a J67 is busy shunting.  The siding on the left leads 
to the Barnwell coal yard serving the gasworks.      (Colour Rail)  



 
 
 
 
 
 
Lincolnshire was routed towards South Wales along the 
Cambridge-Oxford line via Bedford. 
 
Express passenger train density to London, Norwich, and 
Birmingham was nowhere near today’s levels. Even the 
frequency of passenger trains today could not be matched by 
the more complex services in 1948, when all the branch lines 
had local services, even if on ly three to six or so trains each 
way each day. 
 
The traffic scene in 1948 meant that Cambridge Locomotive 
Depot (LNER/BR: CAM/31A) had well over 110 steam 
locomotives allocated. Some of these were outposted to ‘sub- 
sheds’ and ‘signing-on’ points at Ely, Huntingdon East, 
Saffron Walden and Thaxted. Engines would also be seen on a 
regular basis from London Stratford (STR/30A), Bishops 
Stortford (STR/30C), Colchester (COL/30E), March 
(MAR/31B), Kings Lynn (KL/31C), Bury St. Edmunds 
(BSE/31E), Norwich (NOR/32A), Ipswich (IPS/32B), Kings 
Cross (KX/34A), Hornsey (NSY/34B), Hitchin (HIT/34D), 
Peterborough New England (NEW/35A), Bletchley (LMS/BR 
2B/1E) and Kettering (15B). 
 
The ‘regulars’ to be seen were nearly all the ex-Great Eastern 
Railway (GER) engines then still in service: in particular the 
B12 4-6-0s, D15 and D16 4-4-0s, J15, J17, J19 and J20 0-6-
0s, J67/8/9 0-6-0Ts and some N7 0-6-2Ts. The GER 4-6-0s  
 

 
 
 
 
 

and 4-4-0s handled mostly semi-fast and local trains, while the 
Gresley B17 4-6-0s and Thompson B2 rebuilds shared express 
work with the newer B1 4-6-0s, then still being built. The 
older GER engines would eventually be replaced gradually on 
the lighter branch lines by new Ivatt Class 2 and 4 2-6-0s as 
well as Thompson L1 2-6-4Ts. The latter had replaced earlier 
Gresley V1/3 2-6-2Ts. The V1/V3s at STR were sent to NE 
England and Scotland. 
 
Also common in Cambridge were the Gresley V2 2-6-2s, K2 
and K3 and the new Thompson K1 2-6-0s alongside J39 0-6-
0s, 02 2-8-0s and WD 2-8-0s. Visitors included ex-GNR J1, 
J2, and J6 0-6-0s (HIT) and LMS Stanier 5 4-6-0s, Stanier and 
Fairburn 4 2-6-4Ts, Fowler 4F 0-6-0s, Stanier 8F 2-8-0s and 
ex-LNWR ‘Super D’ 0-8-0s (2B). Going out were the 
Midland 2F 0-6-0s on the Kettering line as well as the various 
ex-GER ‘F’ 2-4-2Ts. The remaining ex-GNR (HIT) C1 
‘Atlantics’ could occasionally be seen as well as less common 
visits by the GCR (Lincoln) C4 ‘Atlantics’. It was then only 
recently in the mid-1940s that an ex-LNW R Prince of Wales 
4-6-0 or Cauliflower 0-6-0 could have been seen on a 
Bletchley train. There was even an ancient Midland Johnson 
2-4-0 to be seen working on the Kettering line! 
 
Gresley, Thompson and the new Peppercorn Pacifics had ‘fill-
in’ turns on some Kings Cross-Cambridge trains. They were 
seen in greater numbers when East Coast mainline trains were 
diverted through Cambridge on Sundays owing to engineering 
works. 
 
 
What colour should our trains be?  
Liveries were in a state of change for some two to three years 
after Nat ionalisation. LNER Gresley and Thompson teak and 
brown coaches, as well as surviving ex-GER and M&GN 
examples, would gradually appear in ‘b lood and custard’ 
(carmine and cream). To my knowledge, none of the coaching 
stock in experimental liveries were seen in Cambridge. Many 
engines were still in wart ime b lack with ‘N E’ on their tenders 
or tank sides. A few engines would be adorned with ‘E’ 
(Eastern Region) or M (Midland Region) and ‘BRITISH 
RAILWAYS’. All would see their four-figure LNER numbers 
acquire ‘6’. Many of the ex-LNER Pacifics carrying ‘apple 
green’ would be repainted in blue (A1, A1/1, A2, A3 and A4s) 
though some were still being outshopped in wartime black. 
Standard BR green (Pacifics and B17s) and lined-out or plain 
black (such as B1s, D16s, L1s) would come in 1949. Any  

Before the arrival of the Standard 9Fs, 2-10-0s were not unknown in Cambridge. On loan to the LNER, 73788 is on its w ay south in 1945 passing 
Barnwell. The WD 2-10-0s became concentrated in Scotland after Nationalisation. 73788 became 90764 and was w ithdrawn from Motherw ell 
(66B) in 1962. The WD 2-10-0s were also seen on the Southern and LMS lines. (D.A. Dant, The Gresley Society, The Cambridge Line, Ian Allan) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stratford’s apple green B1, LNER 1119 heads an up express 
past Shepreth Junction in early 1948. There appeared to be 
some confusion as to what colour B1s should be painted during 
1948, but things settled down by 1950!                   (Colour Rail) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
locos carrying lined-out LNER black would be repainted in 
lined out BR black (such as V2s, K3s and some B1s).  
 
Other changes happening would be the renumbering of the 
WD 2-8-0s from WD Nos. in the 77000 series and Eastern 
Region (ER) Nos. in the 3000 series (O7) into the BR 90000 
series. Great confusion, one imagined, for the train spotters in 
1950! Some 2-8-0s still carried the wartime Westinghouse 
airbrake equipment as displayed by the steam operated air 
compressors mounted on the side of their smokeboxes. Mind 
you, the sound of air brake compressors was nothing unusual 
on ex-GER locomotives as well as the unmodified B17s and 
the first batch of L1s. 
 
Where were the diesels? 
As for diesels, well, one had to travel to Whitemoor or later, 
Temple Mills to see the few ex-LNER (DES1 class 15000 
series) and the new build Thompson/English Electric d iesel 
shunters (12100 series) in action. Cambridge had had a brief 
experience in the late 1930s with the LMS experimental three-
car diesel train operating on the Bletchley line. Otherwise, the 
Cambridge locomotive scene in 1948 was 100% steam! It was 
also very GER as many of the GER d istinctive lower quadrant 
signals and ground signals (for sidings) were still in place. 
 
So, we are back at Hills Road bridge in January watching the 
trains. An arrival from Kings Cross sees brand new, apple 
green 530 Sayajirao (KX) while shunting empty stock is 
E5391 (CAM). While we occasionally saw 04s on coal trains, 
it is a surprise to see 3724 with ‘CAM’ on the bufferbeam! 
We learn that 14 04s have been transferred to CAM (any one 
know why?).  CRC member Brian Clark worked 48 years on 
the railway and recalls that the O4s were “great steamers” and 
could take 80 loaded coal wagons from Whitemoor. 
 
We had been hoping to see one of the new L1s of which STR 
had four by now (9000-3). Well, on May 13, the 08.24 
Liverpool St reet-Cambridge produced 67709. Confusing if 
you had a older Ian Allan ABC. STR had begun renumbering 
L1s into the 67700 series during May but  had still turned out 
three as 69013-15! They were soon renumbered! The crew of 
67709 had told a Railway Observer (RO) reporter that water 
had been a concern during the last few miles. 
 
Now you’d think that with its fleet of mostly still wart ime 
black B17s and a handful of new B1s that the ‘Claude’ D16 4-
4-0s’ days on expresses were at an end. Yet, D16 2527 
worked the 14.56 Kings Cross-Cambridge instead of a fill-in 
V2 or A pacific. A visitor to KX shed that day noted CAM’s 

04s 3779 and 3898 present. In May six of CAM’s O4s were 
transferred away, the rest had gone by January, 1950. 
 
The usual ‘run-in’ turns for Pacifics or V2s were the 06.00 
and 15.30 Kings Cross-Cambridge trans. As the RO 
commented: one day it was A3 98 Spin ion Kop (KX) b illed as 
‘fit for unimportant work’ and 106 Fly ing Fox 
(Grantham/GRA) recently outshopped! 
 
It had been many months, said the RO, since C1 Atlantics had 
appeared on through trains to KX, yet on August 9, HIT’s 
2817 had the 17.25 Cambridge-Kings Cross while on August 
11, HIT’s 2881 was in charge of the 19.53 Kings Cross-
Cambridge. 
 
October 1948 brought a celebrity to CAM for a few months: 
the streamlined B17 61659 East Anglian, still in LNER green. 
She was seen leaving Liverpool St reet on October 9 p iloted by 
61621 Hatfield House on the six-coach 15.42 to St. Ives. 
61621 was taken off at Cambridge while the streamliner 
carried on. The other B17 streamliner, 61670 City of London 
was shedded at Yarmouth South Town (YAR). 61659 
eventually went to Darlington for repair, kept the streamlining 
in BR green, but returned to NOR in Ju ly 1949. 
 
Well, liveries were still in a state of flux. In September 1948, 
the RO reported that STR was still outshopping 4-6-0s (B17s 
and B12s) in wartime black, except for two B17s, a few B1s 
and CAM’s ‘Royal Engine’ 61671 in apple green. STR was 
not consistent because, for example, it outshopped 61149 
(Parkeston Quay/PKS) in apple green yet repainted apple 
green B1s 61003 (PKS) and 61119 (STR) in lined out BR 
black! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any way, as 1949 dawned things stabilised livery-wise as 
STR outshopped B12 61556 (STR) and D16 62603 (MAR) in 
BR lined black and ‘BRITISH RAILWAYS’. Then in July 
61661 Sheffield Wednesday (MAR) and 61665 Leicester City 
(CAM) are outshopped in BR green and BRITISH 
RAILWAYS. It was on November 18 that the reported first 
CAM engine to get a ‘Cycling Lion’ crest was J20 64684. 
 
Following the 1948 locomotive exchanges, a West Country 
Pacific, 34059 Sir Archibald Sinclair, arrived at STR on April 
27. It began trials on  Liverpool Street-Cambridge-Ely-
Norwich trains during May 9-13. More of a local surprise on  

It is September, 1949, and one of Cambridge’s E4s, 62781, 
ambles through Trumpington w ith a local from Haverhill. The 18 
surviving E4s at Nationalisation w ere based at Cambridge, Bury 
St.Edmunds and Norw ich for branch line service.               (D.A. 
Dant, The Gresley Society, The Cambridge Line, Ian Allan) 

Fast disappearing in the late 1940s were the D15 ‘Small 
Claudes’. Thirteen of them, like Bury St.Edmunds’ 62509, seen 
departing Cambridge in 1949 w ith the Bury portion of the down 
Fenman, entered British Railw ays at Nationalisation. Note the 
f ine display of ex-GER signals and the clerestoried coach in the 
sidings.       (H.N.A.Shelton, Titled Trains in Pictures, Ian Allan) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
June 6 was to see L1 67709 running ‘on time’ with the down 
Fenman through Bishop’s Stortford. 
 
The end of June saw the Kings Cross-Cambridge motive 
power having problems owing to a ‘shortage of 4-6-0s’ 
reported the RO. The D16s were back in action. They were 
supported in late July by K3s such as NWE’s 61843 on the 
15.15 Kings Cross-Cambridge on July 23. These problems 
were eventually allev iated by the new K1s replacing B1s at 
MAR, which went to CAM. 
 
The surprises carried on through 1950: one change that 
surprised the local ‘spotters’ came in late 1950 when 
Cambridge London Midland Region (LMR) duties transferred 
to the Eastern Region. The LMS, and the LNW R and MR 
before it, had had a long association with Cambridge. There 
was even a former LNW R engine shed just to the south of 
Hills Road Bridge. Some Midland 2Fs, such as 58194 and 
58214 were based in Cambridge ‘on loan’ (for the Kettering 
line) as were, from time to time, some Ivatt 4s, such as 
3001/2/5 (for the Bletchley line). So Cambridge’s D16s began 
to work to Bletchley and Oxford, such as 62618 on 5/12/1950. 
Though it was reported that LMR crews at Bletchley had 
steaming problems with the D16s, some station stops 
extending to 10 min for ‘blow-ups’! 31A’s new Ivatt 2 2-6-0s 
took over the Kettering line, though J15s still worked to 
Huntingdon East and Kettering. 
  
So what did 31A drivers think about the Ivatt 2 2-6-0s? After 
46465-67 had arrived in June 1951, the RO reported they 
were: “firm favourites with the men”. Apparently one worked 
a ten-coach special to Hunstanton. Another ‘heavy’ job for 
them was the 08.00h (Sunday Only SuO) Cambridge to 
Clacton. 
  
Some oddities occurred in 1950 when the earlier L1s went to 
Darlington for repair and were replaced temporarily with 
Yorkshire N1 0-6-2Ts. The ex-GNR C12 4-4-2Ts working the 
Audley End/Saffron Walden/Bartlow line were replaced by ex 
NER G5 0-4-4Ts (such as 67322) and F6 2-4-2Ts (such as 
67221). A lso L1s, presumably the recently repaired ones, or 
new build, began to be used on some of the ‘Cambridge 
Buffet Expresses’ to Kings Cross, and on occasion, to 
Liverpool St reet too. 
  
More changes came with the arrival of the first batch of BR 
Standard 7 ‘Britannia’ Pacifics at Stratford and Norwich in 

1951 (o rig inally the allocation was planned as 70000-14, but 
70004/14 went to the Southern Region, so for a while 
Stratford had 70015/6, originally intended for the Western 
Region. They gave ex-GER men ‘super power’ for the first 
time, but the euphoria was short-lived. The Britannias 
developed a driving wheel p roblem in that the driving wheels 
began slipping on the hollow axles. There were also problems 
with regulator valves. 
  
So Stratford and Norwich acquired Southern ‘West Country’ 
pacifics, 34039/57/65 in May 1951. The RO reported that if 
you had been standing by the railings near the cattle market by 
Hills Road Bridge on May 12, 1951, you would have seen 
70000 Britannia, an unidentified A4 and 34039 Boscastle 
standing together! The West Countries were unpopular among 
the GER men, who complained that they ate too much coal 
and the cabs got too hot. 
  
Eventually by August 1951 all Britannias had been withdrawn 
for modificat ions, during which time the GER lines acquired  
34076 and 89 and new ‘Standard 5’ 4-6-0s, 73000/2 ‘on loan’. 
The Britannia problems were quickly solved. By the end of 
1953, the ex-GER lines had 70000-3/5-13/30/34-42, though 
70030 and 70034 had run for a short while on the West Coast 
mainline. Orig inally, 70043/4 were intended for the GER, but 
were fitted with Westinghouse brake gear fo r trialling on air-
braked coal trains on the LMR. They stayed there afterwards, 
based at Longsight (9A) in Manchester. 
  
 
A Britannia at Cambridge 
According to the RO an early sighting of a ‘Brit’ at 
Cambridge was Britannia herself on the 10.00 Liverpool 
Street-Cambridge, on February 19, 1951. 70000 had first 
appeared at Stratford on January 30, 1951. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At this time, Eastern Region works were still reboilering B17s 
(into B17/6 with 100A boiler), J20s (J20/1 with B12/1 bo iler), 
N7s (N7/3) and even J69s (J69/2 with 180 lb/in2 boiler and 
larger firebox).  It was towards the end of 1950 that the last 
four Great Central lines based B17s were sent to GER sheds. 
  
As 1952 dawned, the Cambridge scene seems to have settled 
down until the first local b ranch line closure (affecting 31A)  

This view of Mill Road bridge in 1952 remained more or less 
unchanged until the 1970s. March-based D16/3, 62529, is 
arriving with a local train.                                     (Colour Rail) 

By the time this view was taken of 70040 Clive of India passing 
through Chesterton Junction in the early 1950s, problems with 
the Britannias had been sorted out. The line to St. Ives is seen 
curving off to the left.                       (Dave Theobald collection) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
occurred. BR withdrew passenger services on the Elsenham-
Thaxted line on Saturday September 13, 1952. The last train 
was worked by 31A’s J69/1 68579 (out-based at Thaxted). It 
was crewed by Driver Deves, Fireman Agnew and Guard-
collector Butt. The latter gentleman, reported the RO, had 
worked on the line since 1906! 
  
It was that month, which saw the first B17, 31A’s 61628 
Harewood House, go to the torch. Also condemned in 
September was the last D15 ‘Small Claude’: 62509 of 32A. 
  
Traffic-wise, while East Coast weekend engineering works 
diversions through Cambridge were not unusual, the day of 
November 14, 1952 saw the repercussions of the Three 
Counties Accident when V2 60880, heading the 07.35 
Clarence Yard to Doncaster fitted freight, derailed near that  
station. In consequence, diverted East Coast expresses began 

running through Cambridge until 16.00 the fo llowing day. 
One can imagine that it was not easy for Cambridge to cope 
with East Coast main line t rains on a weekday! 
  
 
Royal trains 
An occasional event at Cambridge was to see the Royal Train 
working through to Wolferton for Sandringham. A typical 
arrangement could be seen in October when 31A’s 61671 
Royal Sovereign departed from Kings Cross with the Royal 
Train at 15.00. Cambridge had also sent B1, 61302, to Hitchin 
to ‘stand Royal pilot’.  
  
Meanwhile at Kings Cross, 34A had attached one of its B1s, 
61200, to 31A’s 61652 Darlington on the 15.25 departure to 
Cambridge. 61200’s job was to bring back the Royal ECS to 
Bounds Green; in the event, the job fell to 34A’s 61113. 
  
On the Cambridge-Colchester line (v ia Bartlow), the Ivatt 
2MT 2-6-0s had taken over most of the passenger workings 
while J15s operated the freight. Also, 31A had acquired its 
first Ivatt 4MT 2-6-0, 43094. 
  
We move on into November to find a very dirty and 
woebegone 60103 Flying Scotsman, recently ejected from the 
GC lines, at the head of the 12.58 Cambridge-Kings Cross. 
Happily she soon went to Doncaster for overhaul and repaint! 
The last A4 in b lue seen at Cambridge was 60034 Lord 
Farringdon on the 06.05 Kings Cross-Cambridge over the 
weekend of October 4 and 5 in 1952. One of the last D16s to 
carry apple green was 31A’s ‘Royal Engine’, 62614. 
  
  
As Christmas 1952 approached, the numbers of 12100 series 
diesel shunters at March had grown such that 31B began to 
‘lend them out’ to other sheds. So December 20 found 12131 
working Cambridge’s hump yard. Was this the first sign of the 
‘things to come’ at Cambridge? 
  
(To be continued). 
 

 

 
. 
 
 
 
 
 

Was 12131 the f irst diesel locomotive to be seen in Cambridge? 
Seen here at Weybourne in December, 2006, 12131 shunts the 
yard while N7, 69621 w aits for her next job. Originally 
introduced by the LMS in1945 the earlier series were built at 
Derby. After Nationalisation, locos from 12103 were allocated to 
the Eastern Region. Built in Darlington, 1952, 12131 w as 
allocated to March. The loco was condemned at Stratford in 
1969 and sold to the NCB (Betteshanger Colliery, Kent then on 
to Snowdon Colliery in 1976). The North Norfolk Railw ay bought 
the loco in 1982, rebuilt her and she entered traff ic in 1986. 
12131 has provided reliable service since then.   (Mike Page) 

Cambridge station area as viewed from Mill Road Bridge some time in the early 1950s. The loco shed and coaling tower can be seen in the left 
middle distance. Near Cambridge North box can be seen a K3 and on the left of it a J19 or J20 and a J15 further left. Apart f rom the closing of 
the shed, demolition of the coaling tower and the replacement of the surviving ex-GER signals, this scene remained recognisable up until the 
early 1970s.                                                                               (Dr. Ian Allen, Great Eastern Railway Engine Sheds by Wild Swan Publications) 



Modernisation progress in 
East Anglia 
 
Resignalling of the Ely-Norwich line will see the 
remaining semaphores and, presumably, the 
telegraph poles disappear. Chris Burton looks at 
progress in the region including freight traffic 
developments and the new 379 stock. 
 
New technology is about to hit the tracks between Ely and 
Norwich, well, provided finance can be found which won't be 
known until the end of October ( after the Government's grand 
Spending Review, inevitably).  The idea is to replace some 
very picturesque signal boxes and old-style level crossings 
with a very unattractive cabin, automatic full-barrier(AFB) 
level crossings  and the latest lightweight LED (Light 
Emitting Dodes) signals ( see picture) as well as replacing  
more than a few signalmen, of course. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Each of these cabins will be known as an 'Island', 
communicat ing by fibre optic cable or satellite with 
Cambridge signal box, the control centre, where there will be 
real live signalmen!  The cabins will also contain all the kit 
necessary to open and shut crossing and change signal aspects.  
Between these Islands will be positioned axle-counters to 
locate train position and relay this direct ly to Cambridge 
signal box.  As the level crossing will become automat ic fu ll-
barrier crossings remotely controlled, they will be monitored 
by radar to detect obstructions.  
 
Essentially it will be a like-for-like replacement pro ject, but 
with some additional innovations such as re-siting the signals 
at Thetford so services could be turned round there.  At 
Brandon it will become possible to sidetrack a slow train in  

 
 
 
 
the eastbound platform whilst the faster train overtakes on the 
usual west-bound track.  Where budgets and track 
configuration allows, speed limits will be raised to 100mph.  
So all in all, potentially very good news for train operators – 
provided the cash can be found.  But optimism is justified 
because of the great potential for significantly reducing costs. 
 
Barrington to be infilled by rail? 
CEMEX is angling to get the contract to return Barrington 
lime quarry to a balance of arable farming and a conservation 
area.  Various applications are lodged with Cambridge County 
Council to this effect.  But where will this infill come from?  
This is not known as yet for sure but is believed to be the 
CrossRaill project, which Government has confirmed will go 
ahead regardless of spending cuts.  So, the other 'if' is; should 
CEMEX get this contract and the nod from Cambridgeshire 
CC, up to four 23 wagon trains each, each day, will run to 
Barrington and probably travelling via Cambridge where they 
will reverse. 
 
Potters to get intermodal service? 
Potters yard at Ely is likely to see a new Intermodal service 
running to Trafford Park, Manchester, sometime this autumn.  
Eurotunnel/GBrf are the company responsible for the train.  
Sadly, the containers for this service are to be trucked to Ely 
because there aren't any more paths from Felixstowe to 
Ipswich for t rains.  Hutchinson and Network Rail have this 
shortcoming under active consideration but, as ever, finance 
has to resolved.  But, given that the new curve from the 
Felixstowe/Saxmundham line at East Suffolk Junction to the 
Ipswich to Norwich route is already funded and will go ahead 
as a double track link., it isn't likely to be too long before this 
too is resolved. And not before time, I say. 
 
Spalding freight terminal projected   
Although a litt le outside our immediate area, the probability of 
a major railfreight terminal near Spald ing is an exciting 
prospect.  Born out of two factors: that the area is host to a 
large number of agricu lture packaging firms not to mention 
the largest abattoir in Europe; and that because of this and 
incessant road delays, especially to the south west of England, 
Tesco and other supermarket chains are pushing hard for this 
development.  They also increasing want to be seen as 
'environmentally friendly'.   
 
Local authorities are keen and a site has been earmarked.  
Once the formalit ies are cleared its construction is unlikely to 
be delayed as the finance is privately sourced.  The fact that 
Network Rail is already committed to upgrading the old 'Joint 
Line' to Doncaster only spurs on the project. However, the 
cross-country route through Sleaford may well require a touch 

LED signals like these may be installed on the Ely-Norw ich line. 

Artist’s impression of the 379 EMU for Stansted Express. 



of TLC to fit it for 75mph Inter-modal services. But we can 
hope. 
 
Stansted Express new Rolling Stock. 
Within the next twelve months Liverpool Street to Stansted 
Airport / Cambridge will be receiv ing a tranche of new 
Bombardier, Class 377 derived multip le-units (379).  Their 
external and interior appearance is as in the accompanying 
pictures.  Certainly those of us who have travelled in the 
examples of the class in regular use south of Thames and 
Thameslink, will testify to their smooth riding and sound 
insulation (they are air-conditioned).  My thanks go to Ellen 
Rossiter at National Express East Anglia for the pictures. The 
379s are due to enter service next year.  
 
Bombardier to make TRAXX for the UK?  
If that is a puzzling headline then let me explain: the pretty 
picture (right), courtesy of train maker Bombardier, shows one 
of their very successful TRAXX class locomotives heading 
down the Mosel in Germany on a freight. I include it because 
at the end of August, Robert Wright, Transport correspondent 
of the Financial Times, reported that Network Rail had 
already received an approach from Bombard ier as to what  
would be necessary to tweak this design for use in the UK.  

 
 
Apparently the firm had already received enquiries regarding 
possible replacement by the TRAXX design of the 
locomotives currently used on the Norwich to Liverpool St. 
service! 
 
Now although locomotives are usually more damaging to 
track than multip le-unit rolling stock, the fact remains that to 
order this TRAXX design would obviate the need for new 
rolling stock. A sensible approach, as the Norwich line Mark3 
coaches are in good nick, and probably the most comfortable, 
smooth-riding express rolling stock around. Much technical 
discussion will ensue before anything gets built, of course, but 
the whole concept is fascinating, to say the least. Watch this 
space, as they say.  

 

A circular Anglia day out 
 
To attend the inquest concerning two friends lost 
in last December’s fire in Saffron Walden your 
editor took a circular tour through 
Cambridgeshire, Suffolk and Essex to reach 
Chelmsford on August 10. 
 
I had to be at the Coroner’s Office in Chelmsford by 11.00h 
and so I thought to avoid going into London in the ‘peak 
hour’. Looking on Nat ional Rail’s (NR) website, there were 
two possibilities. 
 
One can now go to Chelmsford changing at Tottenham Hale 
and Stratford or, going via Newmarket/Ely and Ipswich. I 
must have missed news of National Express’ recent venture, 
that is, a through service on a two-hourly basis between 
Peterborough and Liverpool Street v ia Ipswich. The NR 
website suggested the 08.18h from Cambridge, changing at 
Ely, to get me to Chelmsford by 10.10h. I decided to go via 
Ely, as it had been a while since I had had a trip along the 
London-Norwich main line. When I last rode the line, the 
Clacton 309 (AM9) trains were then running in the ‘Jaffa 
Cake’ livery! 
 
Naturally, the day had to be wet, and could I find an umbrella 
to walk from Blinco Grove to the station? So I made a 
spectacle of myself using a very large ‘freebie’ white and blue 
umbrella care of A & M Engineering in Milford Haven. The 
single fare for this old ‘codger’ was GBP 11.50p. I was 
surprised to be told I could use the ‘codger card’ (senior 
railcard) at that time of the morn ing. The reason being that I 
was not going into London. 
 
 
I did not fancy risking the 4-minute change at Ely, so I took 
the 08.00h departure (Stansted-Birmingham New St.), which 
gave ample t ime to idle down the subway at Ely and even grab 
a coffee!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
There was no freight about on Ely station’s much tidied-up 
station avoiding lines and the three-car unit, 170.203, arrived a 
few minutes early from Peterborough to depart at 08.30h. You 
can’t see much of the Ely-Bury St. Edmunds line’s scenery as 
it is mostly tree’d in, but our modest load of passengers 
appeared to be more interested in laptops and phones than 
anything else. We passed one loaded down liner t rain with a 
‘66.5’ on the front wait ing for us to clear the single-track 
section. 
 
We purred on, meet ing a solitary 153 at Bury St. Edmunds. 
Really, there was nothing else to see until we approached the 
packed yard at Ipswich. In an engine sid ing, 66718 watched 
two down liner trains wait ing for the road headed by 66501 
and 66571. A third up liner train proved to have 66540. 
Waiting for work in the same yard were 66502, 90013 and 
90046. Then as we entered the station, the ‘loco’ servicing 
yard contained 66568, 66589, 66562 and 66572. 
 
Here, our DMU was mobbed by a crowd of families hell-bent 
on enjoying Clacton no matter what the weather! Some were 

Back in the good old ‘Jaffa Cake’ days: EMU 309.606 leaves 
Colchester with a Clacton-Liverpool Street train on August 2, 
1985, watched by 31.411 and a 101 DMU.           (Mike Page) 



standing by the doors as we entered the tunnel. A shock (to 
me!) was to see the site of 32B Ipswich ‘loco’ newly built on 
with flats and houses. I noted the points at the throat of the 
former engine yard were still in-situ. 
 
There was no more interest until we arrived at Colchester, 
where an unidentified GbrF ‘66.5’ was passing through with a 
liner train on the down avoiding line. Here the families and 
their boisterous offspring left and so it was somewhat quieter 
when we departed. Would you have expected to see the blue 
47.593 ‘Galloway Princess’ on Colchester ‘loco’?  Well, she 
surprised me! 
 
Onward to Witham where only a handful jo ined us as another 
GbrF ’66.5’ tore past on a down liner train. Jeremy Cald icote, 
who I met later in the day, in formed me that the train was 
most likely fo r Felixstowe as was a 90 on a Coatbridge-
Felixstowe. The latter passed by just before the train arrived at 
Chelmsford. 
 
Chelmsford’s town centre came as quite a shock: I had not 
been in the town since on a mission to track down Chelmsford 
Models back in 1968! There is a new ‘mall’ with all the same 
shops, as you would see in Cambridge or Wolverhampton! 
There was no sign of a model shop. 
 
I arrived back at the station at 12.07h to hear, but not see, a 
southbound liner t rain roar through. When I reached the 
platform, grey 90048, and still wearing the old ‘sector’ logos, 
headed north with a heavy Ditton-Felixstowe ‘liner’. I was 
interested to see that the ‘170’ forming the 12.18h to 
Lowestoft (ex Liverpool Street) was the 170.203 I’d travelled 
up with earlier. It’s ‘mate’, 170.208 arrived with a 
Peterborough-Liverpool Street (12.11 o ff Chelmsford) but I 
declined to entrain as it was packed. The t rain I chose was the 

half-empty 12.27h formed by a 321 calling at Ingatestone, 
Shenfield and St ratford. 
 
 
Liner train and Olympics 
As we stopped at Stratford, 90044 was seen heaving a fully 
loaded ‘liner’ around the curve from Temple Mills for 
Felixstowe. The run past the vast Olympic 2012 build ing site 
revealed 66176 about to leave with empty two-axle stone 
hoppers while a line of bogie mineral wagons had arrived, but 
I could not see the loco. 
 
I had planned to have a snack at Liverpool St reet station, but 
the place was packed beyond belief. So I gave up on that idea 
and caught the 317 forming the 13.28 departure back to 
Cambridge. So Jeremy boarded the train at Bishops Stortford 
and filled in some of the liner train details I had observed. He 
had no news about the ‘second’ platform at Cambridge or 
about the Hitchin Flyover project. 
 
Gentlemen, note well that Messrs Hammond and Pickles in 
the Coalition’s Ministry of Transport are very pro-road! 
Already funds for three road/rail freight interchange projects 
have been blocked. Meanwhile, those 60 tonne and 80 tonne 
lorries wait in the wings. These juggernauts have been seen on 
trial on roads around Birmingham, though the authorities will 
deny it. 
 
Any road, we arrived in Cambridge punctually to see the latest 
guided busway nonsense as we drew into platform 2. Not 
content with the large concrete barrier wall between the 
busway and the railway towards Hills Road Bridge (busway 
not yet finished), additional wooden fencing has been erected 
on top of it! What for? One can only guess for obstructing the 
busway passengers’ view of t rains and vice-versa! 
 

 
 

 

More thoughts about 
‘Tweedy’ 
 
I read the article in Circle Line 100 about Gerald Tweedy with 
great interest for I knew Gerald very well. As a teenage 
trainspotter I lived in Greville  Road and Gerald lodged in 
Greville Road at a house the Coleridge Road hid. 
 
Often after Gerald had been on one of his weekend trips 
chasing locos he would call in on me on his way home on a 
Sunday night, usually after 10.00 pm. I was more interested in 
going to bed than hearing of Gerald’s explo its! 
 
I remember one time when Gerald’s information as to the 
whereabouts of a certain loco went badly wrong. On a Friday 
evening I met Gerald who was after a  certain Class L1 2-6-4T: 
I am not sure now, but I think it was 67736. He had been told 
that the loco was working in the Norwich-Yarmouth area and 
he was going after it on his trusty bike! 
 
 
The said loco turned up at Cambridge and stood outside the 
shed for most of the weekend! Gerald, having scoured East 
Anglia for 67736, was most annoyed, coming Monday night, 

when I told him where it had been! Needless to say, he had 
still not seen it! 
 
Another thing that may be of interest is that when Cambridge 
‘Loco’ was being demolished, Sindals the builders were in the 
process of building the block of shops in Cherry Hinton (the 
group including Tesco and Ladbrooks). Sindals purchased 
some of the loco shed’s roof beams and use them over the 
shop fronts – Donald Beard. 
 

 
 
 

  

Not Tw eedy’s 67736: L1 2-6-4T 67713 sets out for London from 
Cambridge some time in 1957.                                (Colour Rail) 



West Somerset Railway 
Spring Gala: ten locos 
were in action 
 
During the four days of the West Somerset 
Railway Spring Gala, Ian Worland and his wife 
stayed in Minehead to see the action and all 
trains ran to time. 
 
For the West Somerset Railway (WSR) Spring Gala and the 
GW R175 – ‘The Standard Revolution’ ten steam locomotive 
were available during March 25-28 th is year. The timetable 
called for a departure every hour, 09.00h – 18.00h on every 
day of the Gala from both ends of the line. 
 
The following locomotives were made availab le: 
71000 – Standard 8P 4-6-2 Duke of Gloucester. 
78019 – Standard 2MT 2-6-0 (Great Central Railway). 
80104 – Standard 4MT 2-6-4T (The Swanage Railway). 
92203 – 9F 2-10-0 Black Prince (owned by David Shepherd, 
Gloucestershire and Warwickshire Railway). 
92212 – Standard 9F 2-10-0 (owned by Jeremy Hoskins, The 
Mid Hants Railway). 
34046 – Bulleid 7P5F 4-6-2 Braunton (Jeremy Hoskins, 
WSR). 
6024 – ex GW R ‘King’ 4-6-0, King Edward I (6024 
Preservation Society). 
4160 – ex GW R ‘5100’ Class 2-6-2T (WSR). 
5553 – ex GW R ‘4575’ Class 2-6-2T (Waterman Railway 
Heritage Trust). 
1788 – Pecket 0-4-0ST, Kilmersdon  (Ex Kilmersdon Colliery, 
North Somerset, owned by Somerset & Dorset Railway 
Trust). 
 
As you can see, it was quite a line-up. As I had not been to 
this preserved railway for three years we decided to cover the 
four days of the Gala, filming from vantage points along the 
line between Bishops Lydeard and Minehead. 
 
We arrived at Minehead on the Wednesday (March 24) and 
booked into our hotel. We had stayed there before so we felt 
‘quite at home’. After unpacking and having a cuppa, we took 

a leisurely five-minute walk down to the station to see which 
locos were on shed. 
 
Not in steam were the ex Somerset and Dorset Railway 2-8-0 
No.88 and ‘King’ 6024. Being prepared for Thursday were 
GW R 4160, while GW R 5553 was in steam waiting to take a 
service to Bishops Lydeard. All of the other locos were 
stabled at Bishops Lydeard. ‘Standard’ 80104 arrived on a 
service train, after which 80104 proceeded to the turntable. 
The turning operation can e viewed from the station platform 
or the area close to a new café. 
 
Next day we carried out filming at Crowcombe Heathfield, 
Leigh Farm Crossing, Leigh Bridge and Stogumber. The latter 
station has a new lady station master and the tea and cakes are 
thoroughly recommended!  The weather was rather cloudy, 
but fine in the morn ing and very wet in the afternoon. One 
disappointment was the failure o f ‘Standard’ 78019 with clack 
valve trouble so the planned Minhead to Bishops Lydeard  
goods train was cancelled. Otherwise five locos were seen 
during the day. 
 
On Friday, five locos again were run and 78019 was now 
operational so the goods train ran as well. We filmed at 
Washford where Kilmersdon was seen shunting the yard. We 
also filmed the trains from a field near Doniford and from the 
roadside near Woolston. The weather repeated itself, being 
fine in the morning and showery in the afternoon. 
 
The best weather was reserved for Saturday, so it seemed, 
bringing sunshine all day, if somewhat breezy. Th is time we 
filmed from the beach at Blue Anchor as well as from a field 
overlooking the Washford Bank and at Dunster, where 
‘Standard’ 78019 was carry ing out shunting duties. 
 
On Sunday, the weather returned to its former pattern: sun in 
the morning and rain in the afternoon, while we filed from 
Woolston, where 71000 was filmed (below) and Doniford. 
 
The Gala was very well organised and the staff was very 
friendly and helpful as they always are on this line. So, we 
returned home on Monday, making adetour via Ledbury to 
meet up with some friends from Hereford. They also do a lot 
of filming on railways and treated us to a slap-up lunch! 
 
We had a very enjoyable time and the filming results look 
fairly good – so I say to the Somerset Railway: “Well Done!”

 



CRC outings report for 2010 
 
Outings secretary Tony Dewey reports on 
Cambridge Railway Circle outings to the Didcot 
Railway Centre, Statfold Barn Railway and the 
North Norfolk Railway during 2010. 
 
 
Didcot Railway Centre, nine-day ‘GWR 175 Celebration’ - 
I chose May 1 being a Saturday for a change, but also as a 
main line steam special was planned to visit from Solihull. We 
set off at 8am with 31 on board. It was a fine morn ing with 
variable cloud. 
 
Having contacted Didcot Railway Centre beforehand to 
‘warn’ them of our g roup (which they appreciated), we were 
able to go straight on to the site and avoid the long queue 
trailing back through the tunnel and out on to the station 
forecourt. It gave valuable ext ra time to wander around the 
huge site. It was already busy with visitors though there was 
ample room for everybody. It’s a good few years since I last 
visited and I was amazed how visually attractive it’s become.   
 
There were locos placed all around the site, some in steam and 
moving about, some only in light steam and static and some 
dead. I recall that without exception they were all very well 
turned out and must have taken volunteers hours (or days?) of 
preparation. But then it was a big occasion for Great Western 
fans and all enthusiasts I hope. 
  
As well as the almost constant movement of light engines 
around the site, there was also the attraction of trips up and 
down the demonstration line that runs along the eastern 
boundary of the site and adjacent to Didcot East curve. The 
latter featured ‘HSTs’, ‘Virgin Voyagers’, diesel units and 
freightliners. You could ride the ‘demo’ line as often as you 
liked with a variety of steam power as I th ink just about every 
operational loco took a turn. It was very popular. 
 
On the western boundary there is the recreation of a typical 
branch line with stations at each end plus operational signal 
box and fu ll branch signalling. When I was in the vicinity the 
branch was being worked by Class 4575 ‘Prairie Tank’ No. 
5521, which, incidentally, had a spell in ‘foreign’ East Anglia 
last year at the North Norfo lk Railway. Running alongside the 
branch line was a recreation of b road gauge operated by ‘Fire 
Fly’ hauling a couple of passenger-carrying vehicles. Both the 
branch line and broad gauge trains started from the goods 
transit shed, illustrating how originally goods used to have to 
be transferred between trains on the two different gauges.   
 
The highlight of the day was probably the presence of the 
steam charter from Solihull The Beltane rostered for ‘Castle’ 
Class 5043 Earl o f Mount Edgcumbe and ‘Hall’ Class 4965 
Rood Ashton Hall. Unfortunately, 4965 had failed the 
previous day and the Castle was left to manage the lightweight 
seven-coach train itself. The train arrived before we got there 
but we were able to witness the servicing of the Castle, etc, 
and the departure back to Solihull late afternoon. The list of 
locos present, both home and visitors, is too long to include 
here but I reckon there were about two dozen including 
celebrity ‘City’ Class 4-4-0 3717 City of Truro. 
 
Our planned departure time was 6pm but some went back to 
the coach at 5pm whilst others got caught on site in a long  

 
 
 
 
 
 
torrential downpour that put a real dampener on the day. It 
eventually stopped enough to make the long trek off site and 
we left the coach park just before 6pm. We had a comfortable 
ride back to Cambridge via the same route as outward. 
 
Statfold Barn Railway, Near Tamworth, Staffordshire. -  
the visit here Saturday 12 June had been suggested several 
times so I thought we would try it for a change. So 29 o f us set 
off at 8am in sunshine. We arrived at the correct Statfold at 
10.15am, the considerable cloud that had formed en route just 
melted away and we were blessed with glorious sunshine for 
the rest of the day.  
 
The railway is operated entirely by volunteers, some who 
actually work for the narrow gauge locomot ive engineering 
and seed oils businesses based there. It is Britain’s only 2ft 
and 2ft 6’in dual gauge railway. There are only three open 
days a year and entrance is by invitation only, but you only 
have to contact them to be invited! All profits from the £8 per 
head entrance fee are donated to charity.  
 
The hub of the railway is in the yard adjacent to some of the 
farm build ings and the engineering workshops. There is a loco 
shed, turntable and station terminus with a single island 
platform (Statfold Station). Interestingly, the station canopies 
utilise stanchions originally from Yarmouth Beach Station and 
the ornate ironwork features the initials ‘E&MR’ representing 
‘Eastern and Midland Railway’, the predecessor of the 
‘Midland and Great Northern Jo int Railway’.  
 
Although the shed is on the level, the tracks leading to it and 
the station itself are on a fairly stiff grad ient on which one or 
two locos had problems during the day. This whole area is 
landscaped and there is even a railway running round the 
garden that goes with the (business) owner’s house. Outside 
station limits, protected by a semaphore lower quadrant home 
signal operated from a lever frame by the station, the line 
meanders round the perimeter of a large field in which the 
seed oil crop is grown, negotiates a passing loop with pick-
up/set-down facility (Oak Tree Halt ) and proceeds to the 
opposite side of this huge field to the other terminus which 
has a balloon loop for turning back. Token working applies on 
the ‘main line’. At harvest time the railway becomes a 
working industrial railway when seeds are collected directly 
from the combine harvester in purpose-built hopper wagons 
for transport back to the farm storage buildings. Three trains 
were running, two passenger and a freight with limited 
passenger accommodation. 

Engine movements during the CRC visit to Didcot on May 1: 
3717 City of Truro leads 5029 Nunney Castle past the coaling 
stage in the loco depot yard.                       (Richard Tremaine). 



 
 
 
 
The station, loco shed and yard were constantly busy with 
loco changes on every arrival meaning movements to and 
from the yard. A ll locos were beautifu lly turned out and 
comprised ‘Mallet’ Pakis Baru No. 5, a compound loco built 
by Orenstein & Koppel of Berlin over one hundred years ago, 
Trangkil No 4, the last industrial steam locomotive built in 
Britain (by Hunslet in Leeds), Saccharine (Fowler 0-4-2T of 
1914), Sragi No 1 (Krauss of 1899) and Quarry Tanks Statfold 
and Jacks Lane. Some of us met Sragi at Adrian Shooter’s 
‘Beeches Light Railway’ in September 2009 when it was 
guest loco there. 
 
The railway closed at 4pm, so we decided to leave a bit early 
and pay a visit to ‘The Battlefield Line’, which runs from 
Shackerstone to Market Bosworth. We have visited before 
years ago but thought it would provide a little additional 
attraction at the end of this lovely sunny day. So we made our 
way there, a prior telephone call advising them of our p lanned 
visit for the last train of the day. As it happened, our group 
provided some very useful revenue in fares and refreshments 
for which they were gratefu l, friendly and very helpfu l, even 
holding the seven coach class ‘33’ hauled train for us to walk 
from our coach to board. So we were able to enjoy a pleasant 
ride down to Market Bosworth and back and some of us 
visited the loco works where B1 1306 Mayflower was 
receiving some loving care and attention from owner Gerald 
Boden and assistant. Gerald, a previous speaker at the ‘Circle’ 
was pleased to show us around and visit the footplate. This 
was a delightful end to the day before setting off for 
Cambridge, arriv ing just before 8pm.   
 
North Norfolk Railway - the orig inal idea for this outing on 
Sunday 25 Ju ly came from David Pepperell with a v iew to 
sampling the NNR’s newly established dining train. David 
had taken a large group from Granta Lodge in 2009 and we 
agreed to join forces this year in a combined party. Many of 
the ‘Lodge’ members made their own way to Sheringham but 
nine accepted the invitation to travel with us by coach. With a 
family of four who simply took a day out to the seaside, we 
had 44 passengers when we departed at 8am, the highest 
contingent for some time. The day started overcast with even 
some light rain. However, the Sheringham area often has its 
own min i climate and sure enough we were treated to a 
beautiful warm and sunny day throughout our visit. 
 
The NNR’s peak ‘Red Service’ had started the previous week 
with nine steam train departures from Sheringham between 
9.45am and 3.45pm, followed by two d iesel hauled departures 
at 4.30pm and 5.40pm. An additional feature of th is ‘Red 
Service’ is the running of a freight train in between the 45-
minute interval passenger service. For our visit the steam 

locos were Ian Storey’s Black 5 44767 George Stephenson, on 
hire from May to September and GW R Class 5600, 5619, on 
hire from Telford and Horsehay Steam Trust for two years. 
The diesel was NNR’s own Su lzer–engined class 25 25027. 
 
We arrived at Sheringham slightly before 10am, just too late 
for the 9.45am departure hauled by the ‘Taff Tank’. All our 
diners were pre-booked and after I arranged group tickets for 
our 15 non-diners, everybody was free for the rest of the day. 
The ‘Black 5’ took out the 10.30am departure, which many of 
our party joined. On return to Sheringham just after 11.30am, 
the class ’03’ D2063 rostered as Sheringham pilot shunted the 
additional dining carriages on to the ‘Black 5’s’ rake to form 
the 12pm departure to Holt and back. The ‘diners’ comprise a 
64 seat Mark 1 TSO and ‘RBR 1969’, a  vehicle beautifully 
restored in the NNR’s Weybourne workshops and comprising 
restaurant with free-standing tables and chairs, bar/buffet and 
kitchen.  
 
Our combined ‘Circle’ and ‘Lodge’ party almost filled the 
‘TSO’ and there were members of the public d ining in the 
‘RBR’ so the dining staff which, apart from the Catering 
Manager and Chef, were all volunteers had their work cut out. 
However, I believe they did a great job and Chef served up 
some excellent food over three courses, accompanied by some 
fine wines, if desired. From comments I received, it seems our 
party was very pleased with the dining experience. 
 

 
 
 
 
The dining train makes two return trips to Holt and back, the 
second arriving in Sheringham at 2.39pm. Several members, 
who obviously hadn’t had a big enough ‘steam fix’ decided to 
stay on the train for another trip. During the ‘Black 5’s’ run-
round D2063 shunted the dining coaches off and back into 
platform 3 where they are stabled. The non-diners had ‘Rover’ 
tickets and I know that some made several trips throughout the 
day to sample both steam locos and the class ‘25’. A small 
party made their own arrangements to visit Weybourne 
workshops and yard where they would have been able to view 
‘J15’ 65462, Hunslet 1982 Ring Haw and dismantled ‘Y7’ 
68088. ‘N7’ 69621, the other resident loco, had gone away to 
Devon for a holiday and for rep lacement of a broken axle box 
and testing of the others, not good timing for the NNR with 
the ‘Red’ service just started. Diesel fans would have 
observed Class ‘31’ 31207 (operational) and long-term 
overhauls Class ‘47’ 47367 and Class ‘37’ D6732 and several 
shunters. Also on view were the excellent carriage and wagon 
restoration and overhauls undertaken in ‘C&W’ shops.  
 
In anticipation of a fine day, we arranged to depart for 
Cambridge at 7pm. This gave time for any ‘d iehards’ to have 
a final fling on the last train of the day hauled by 25057, back 
into Sheringham at 6.30pm. It was back on time and so we left  
a little before 7pm for a pleasant and leisurely but overcast 
ride home, arriving at Cambridge Station around 9pm. 

Sragi at the Statfold Barn Railw ay, June 12. (Richard Tremaine) 

Engine crew  of 5619 watch critically 25027’s arrival with a 
demonstration goods at Holt on July 25.      (Richard Tremaine) 



George Coote – an appreciation 
 
There are some people in life who seem an 
unfailing 'natural' – an inappropriate use of the 
word “natural”, I admit, writes CRC Secretary, 
Chris Burton.  But I'm sure you know what I 
mean, because “natural” is invariably a 
euphemism for a relaxed disposition which is 
consistently attractive and quite often enviable. 
Be it a smile, a laugh, a generally warm response 
mixed with an instinctive generosity, the truth is 
that some people just have it, apparently 
effortlessly.  Naturally!   In my book, George 
Coote was just such a person. 
 
Heaven knows when and where we first met: possibly at 
Cambridge station, maybe even on a charter train somewhere.  
The fact is I can't remember and it actually doesn’t matter 
(that I can't remember) because over a short period of time we 
became good friends.  I would travel with him in a t rain from 
time to time or take him out in my car, usually because I was 
trying to get to a much-fancied location for railway 
photography. He was always happy to tag along and, 
eventually, got few as prints as evidence of these travels.     
 
I learnt pretty rapidly that he knew a great many railwaymen, 
and not just locally.  And when he didn't know them, he went 
speedily to work cu ltivating their support for Cooke's 
intentions.  On donning his footplate man's jacket he could 
and did become amazingly successful in persuading 
unsuspecting railwaymen in far-off locations, that he too was 
of their fraternity.  Herein I suspect, lay an abiding frustration; 
a true sadness: fate had decreed that working as a footplate 
man or, like h is beloved father, a fu ll time signalman - it  was 
just not to be.    
 
Of this underlying yearning he never spoke, at least to me, and 
I never wanted to intrude on what I came to feel was a true 
disappointment.  But did he become embittered and  'crusty' 
about this?  Absolutely not in my experience.  Instead he 
threw himself into life nurturing many, many friendships, and 
did wonderful things for lots of people about which most of us 
knew absolutely nothing.   
 
I owed him so much, benefiting from h is contacts, sharing 
many splendid days out on-the-line, sometimes rather 
naughtily, travelling in the cab.  Oh yes, I was often very 
embarrassed by George's capacity to blag his way into the 
driver's cab.  But never so embarrassed that I didn't actually 
join him!  Hence highly memorable trips such as Chester to 
Holyhead and back (!), on a magical Sunday afternoon in the 
early '80s.  
 
 Mind you, there was the time when a group of the usual 
suspects travelled up from Cambridge for a steam charter over 
the Settle and Carlisle route. After heading to the front of the 
train at Leeds to see what the new locomotive was, I got 
separated from George, took my p ictures and then got back in 
the train and we went to Thistlethwaite.  After Skipton the 
grades begin to steepen and the Class 40 was working flat out. 
“Where's George”, someone asked, “Don't tell me he missed 
the train after all that chaffing about at Leeds?”   To this I 
didn't have an answer, but nor did I ever think George  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
needed a chaperone, especially when on the railway.  So I lent 
out of the window and enjoyed the wonderful sound of the '40 
on full chat and the increasingly fabulous views.  It was then 
that I espied George, also leaning out of a window; the 
window of the Class 40 no less!   Par for the course. 
 
George never had much materially, yet was extraord inarily 
generous, if occasionally, with things which were not quite his 
to be generous with.  Yet always offered in a completely open, 
guileless way:  He wanted to please you and make you 
happier.  And he usually did. Many was the time tea and 
biscuits would materialise whilst visiting him at Emmanuel 
College, Porters Lodge where George worked so happily for 
several years. I had always hoped to take him out much more 
when we were both retired.  But when it came many other 
commitments kept me away from the railway and, by 
definit ion, George.  This is my great regret despite meet ing 
him many times on Ely station.  But to have known him was 
my greatest good fortune.  Dear George Coote, thank you for 
enriching my life and that of so many others for so long. May 
you rest in utter peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
At Richmond Station on September 22, 1990 George Coote attaches 
the special headboard he had made to a Cambridge Railw ay Circle 
Charter Train from Cambridge to Brighton. This special train used 2 x 
class 319 units and was organised with the assistance of Chris 
Green while he was director of Network Southeast.  The train ran 
from Cambridge to Richmond w here it reversed before travelling on 
to Brighton. George made several headboards over the years for 
special trains organised by David Pepperell. The Train w as a sell-out 
at £5 a ticket.                                                                (Alan Denney) 

What George always wanted to do: he is shown here sitting in 
the driving seat of Brush Class ‘47’, 47130 at Cambridge on 
April 28, 1984. Unusually, two Class 37s headed the return 
train.                                                                    (Chris Burton) 



Photo Gallery….  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Top: Looking back to the happy celebrations at Sheringham on March 11: 
70013 Oliver Cromwell whistles across the new ‘tramway’ crossing. Steven 
Ashling of the North Norfolk Railway gave a most interesting talk at the 
September 3 meeting about the: Sheringham Crossing.            (Peter Sumner) 
Above: ‘Nice to see a ‘semi’ running in black again!’: 6233 sports LMS 1946 
express passenger black as she speeds past near Connington North on 
Monday, May 17, with the up ‘Coronation’.                                  (Mike Page) 
Right: English Electric ‘Type 4’ (40) 40.145 headed ‘The East Lancs 
Explorer’ from Rawenstal to Cambridge via Stockport, Chesterfield and 
Peterborough on September 5 in company with a ‘67’.            (Stewart Levatt) 
Front Cover: If it were not for the ‘12A’ shedplate, the modern bufferbeam 
lamp, the stop lamp, the modified smoke deflectors and the clean Liverpool 
Street Station – well anyway, it  is Oliver Cromwell on May 8 on the ‘Bury St. 
Edmunds’ railtour.                                                              (Richard Tremaine)  

 
 

 
 
 


	
	Chance perhaps to see two ‘Britannias’ on the same day at Lincoln:
	CAMBRIDGE RAILWAY CIRCLE OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE
	CONTRIBUTIONS TO CIRCLE LINE
	CIRCLE LINE is the newsletter of THE CAMBRIDGE RAILWAY CIRCLE

	Editor’s ‘Rant’

	Circle 103-4.pdf
	Cambridge scene from Nationalisation to Dieselisation
	Complex working
	Freight handling
	What colour should our trains be?
	Where were the diesels?
	A Britannia at Cambridge
	Royal trains
	A circular Anglia day out

	One can now go to Chelmsford changing at Tottenham Hale and Stratford or, going via Newmarket/Ely and Ipswich. I must have missed news of National Express’ recent venture, that is, a through service on a two-hourly basis between Peterborough and Liver...
	Liner train and Olympics
	Often after Gerald had been on one of his weekend trips chasing locos he would call in on me on his way home on a Sunday night, usually after 10.00 pm. I was more interested in going to bed than hearing of Gerald’s exploits!
	West Somerset Railway Spring Gala: ten locos were in action
	CRC outings report for 2010

	In anticipation of a fine day, we arranged to depart for Cambridge at 7pm. This gave time for any ‘diehards’ to have a final fling on the last train of the day hauled by 25057, back into Sheringham at 6.30pm. It was back on time and so we left a littl...
	George Coote – an appreciation

	Sragi at the Statfold Barn Railway, June 12. (Richard Tremaine)
	Photo Gallery….
	Top: Looking back to the happy celebrations at Sheringham on March 11: 70013 Oliver Cromwell whistles across the new ‘tramway’ crossing. Steven Ashling of the North Norfolk Railway gave a most interesting talk at the September 3 meeting about the: She...
	Above: ‘Nice to see a ‘semi’ running in black again!’: 6233 sports LMS 1946 express passenger black as she speeds past near Connington North on Monday, May 17, with the up ‘Coronation’.                                  (Mike Page)
	Right: English Electric ‘Type 4’ (40) 40.145 headed ‘The East Lancs Explorer’ from Rawenstal to Cambridge via Stockport, Chesterfield and Peterborough on September 5 in company with a ‘67’.            (Stewart Levatt)
	Front Cover: If it were not for the ‘12A’ shedplate, the modern bufferbeam lamp, the stop lamp, the modified smoke deflectors and the clean Liverpool Street Station – well anyway, it is Oliver Cromwell on May 8 on the ‘Bury St. Edmunds’ railtour.     ...


