
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTENTS: Circle Line No. 116, February 2015. 
 
Steam Up on the Harz Railway in former East Germany – Richard Tremaine. 
Cambridge Corporation Gasworks’ engine still lives! – Mike Page & Bob Caldecoat. 
A Connecticut ‘Yankee’ in King Arthur’s Court (Part 6) – Colonel Don Woodworth (retired). 
Diary of a Cambridgeshire Train Watcher 1952-56 – Roger Wolfe. 
‘Stood Up’ so I went to Basingstoke – Mike Page. 
 
 
SPECIAL TRAINS NEAR US: February – May 2015 
 
 
February 11:       THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS Norwich-Ipswich-Windsor & return          B1 61306.. 
February 14:       THE VALENTINES WHITE ROSE Kings Cross – York & return.                  A4 60009 Union of South Africa. 
February 21:       PORTSMOUTH’S HISTORIC DOCKYARD  Doncaster – St. Neots – Portsmouth & return.         2x 47 or 57 diesels. 
March 8:             THE EASTERLING Kings Cross – Cambridge – Norwich – Lowestoft & return..         B1 61264/70000 Britannia. 
March 12:           THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS  London KX – York  & ret..                            B1 61306. 
March 21:           THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS Horsted Keynes –Cambridge – Ely  & return.         B1 61306. 
April 4:                THE CATHEDRALS EXPRESS Colchester – Ely  & return.                                                            47/57 diesels. 
 
CAMBRIDGE RAILWAY CIRCLE OFFICERS & COMMITTEE 
        
 
President: Richard Hardy. 
Chairman: David Pepperell, 15 Vine Close, Cambridge, CB22 5BZ. Dr.Pepperell@btinternet.com 
Deputy Chairman: Don Beard 
Meetings Secretary: Richard Tremaine, 27 Tower Close,  Bassingbourn, SG8 5JX. Richard44brice66tremaine@hotmail.co.uk 
Administration Secretary:  Graham Lear. Graham.lear@googlemail.com 
Outings Secretary: Tony Dewey. tonydewey@btinternet.com 
Treasurer: Mrs. Eileen Smallwood. 
Membership Secretary: Peter Heath, 11 Saxon Drive, Burwell, Cambs., CB5 0HR. peter.heath2@ntlworld.com 
Circle Line Editor: Mike Page, 84 Blinco Grove, Cambridge, CB1 7TS. mikepage@freeuk.com 
Committee Members: Chris Burton, Alan Denney, John Hunting, Graham Mallows.  
      
CLUB MEETINGS  
 
Usually the first Friday of the month, September-May, at Arbury Community Centre, Campkin Road, Cambridge, CB4 2LD. 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO CIRCLE LINE 
 
Editorial contributions are accepted in hand-written, typed or e-mail form (WORD text files preferred) to Mike Page (details 
are above). If you e-mail pictures or illustrations, low-res JPEGs should be e-mailed initially (please keep file size below 5MB – 
don’t send images direct from iphones), then high-res may be requested. Colour or black/white photos can be accepted by post.  
We welcome news, features and short stories on the ‘modern image’ or historical topics as well as stories about members’ 
visits in the UK, Europe and overseas. 
Thanks again, to this issue’s contributors without whom our journal would not have appeared. 
 
FRONT COVER  
Frozen gricing in the Harz: The big steamers meet at Drei Annen Hohne junction station in Germany’s Harz Mountains.          
2-10-2Ts are no strangers to German metre gauge lines and are still hard at work all the year round- Richard Tremaine. 
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CRC meetings planned for 2015 
 
March 6:             Barrington Cement Works Railway: History and Revival – John Drayton MBE. 
April 10:             LNWR and a (Royal) George V New Build Loco Project – Paul Hibberd. 
May 1:              An evening with Dick Hardy and David Ward (Dick Hardy’s last CRC presentation) 
Other Societies: 
February 17:            RCTS -  every third Tuesday at the school off Galfrid Road in Whitehill Estate. 
February 11:            Cambridge University Railway Society – weekly on Fridays at Fitzwilliam Coll. except CRC days. 
March 19: Hornby Railway Collectors’ Association – Fulbourne Village Library, The Swifts, Haggis Gap, 

alternate months, third Tuesday  
 

Events during 2015 
 
March 6/7/8 & 13/14/15: Llangollen Railway/Grange Group Steel, Steam and Stars – possible mini-bus or car share visit: 
those interested should contact Richard Tremaine 

 
From the Editor 
 
Well, as we moved deeper into January, with no snow yet as I write. I saw from January 15’s Cambridge Weekly News that there 
is growing interest in providing a station for Addenbrooke’s Hospital complex. Without speculating where the station (or new 
tracks?) will be positioned (and there was precious little information in the CWN article), one remembers there was such a 
project back in the 1990s, with a proposed service from Kings Lynn to Addenbrookes. Apparently the Cambridge County 
Council was interested in such a project and reconnecting St. Ives to the rail network.  
 
Some may remember the UK Government got ‘cold feet’ about new rail projects after its bad experiences with financing West 
Coast Main Line upgrades and said it would only finance ‘New Technology’ – hence our guided busway. 
 
Now, with ‘East-West Rail’ projects back in the limelight and after Oxford-Bletchley-Bedford is up and running (service 
already exists from Bletchley to Bedford) there is growing interest about Bletchley-Cambridge, with some opinions favouring a 
route via Camborne, which one can see, would make some sense. 
 
So, if now an Addenbrookes station is grabbing local interest again, why not go the ‘whole hog’ and add trackage to reach the 
former Shelford-Haverhill line track bed and put towns like Linton back on the rail map? Perhaps one could argue this will be 
needed to cope with Cambridge’s ongoing growth. Any road up: we will have to see! 
 
Finally, on a sad note, we had to say farewell to CRC member Sid Robinson, who passed away in Addenbrookes Hospital 
during the weekend beginning January 11. He had been quite active recently until he picked up a chest infection. We all offer 
our condolences to his family                       – Mike Page 

 
Planning this summer’s Circle outings.  
Several members have approached me with suggestions but I haven’t been able to do any research on them yet. These are as follows: 
Great Central Railway. We last visited only as recently as July 2013 when we coupled it with a visit to Great Central Railway (Nottingham) 
which was a huge disappointment. The GCR ‘proper’ has much to commend it and is worth consideration. 
Bluebell Railway. We did visit last August. It’s a delightful line but perhaps not sufficiently attractive to visit two years on the run. 
Scunthorpe Steel Works Railway. This has been promoted several times and is probably well-suited to the steam enthusiast. I did research it 
about a year ago and although it looks interesting, I was concerned it may not attract the less committed amongst us and indeed spouses etc. It 
would benefit from an alternative attraction nearby to visit on the same day. 
Severn Valley Railway. We’ve been there many times and it is, of course, one of the premier heritage railways in the country. It’s within our 
3 hour travelling limit. Always popular because it’s a long and (mostly) scenic journey. We can make it a two venue day by offering the Black 
Country Museum at nearby Dudley as an alternative for either a half or full day. 
Paddle Steamer ‘Waverley’. The first time we sampled this we took four coach loads with families and friends. It really is a fantastic boat to 
sail in, either from an east coast port to London or just down the Thames and back. It has plenty of covered accommodation if there is 
inclement weather and hot and cold foods with drinks are served on board. 
Steam Launch ‘Streatly’. This would be a new attraction for the Circle on the Thames in the Windsor area. There are lots of other attractions 
in the area to enjoy after the cruise. Catering is also offered. 
Crossness Pumping Station in South East London.  By all accounts a spectacular working example of Victorian power and splendour. This 
would also be a new venture for the Circle and could perhaps be coupled with another nearby attraction. 
Beeches Light Railway. This is in very rural Oxfordshire in Adrian Shooter’s garden where he has a beautiful railway operated by his ex-
Darjeeling & Himalayan Railway locomotive. It works very hard, if only briefly, up the gradients. A buffet lunch is provided before the action 
starts. Adrian has again invited Circle members to visit in 2015. Dates are: Sat. May 16th, Sat. June 27th, Sun. Aug. 9th. 
Finally, East Lancs. Railway and Keighley & Worth Valley Railway. I couple these together because we’ve visited many times before, they 
are popular and we haven’t been in recent years. They also share the limitation of being outside the 3 hour travel time and with a comfort stop 
en route it’s probably 4 hours each way. This is achievable but probably means only about 5 hours at the railway. 
If you have any suggestions or comments on the above or would like to tell me which trips you would be interested in, I shall be pleased to 
hear from you. Email address is in ‘Circle Line’.                                                                                                                      - Tony Dewey 

 
 

 
 



 
 
As reported previously (Circle Line 114, May 2014), Robert 
and I were hoping for snow and we had plenty of it on our 
first full day, Friday January 31, 2014. The snow lay from 
town street level in Nordhausen up to the heights of Brocken 
Mountain, which is 3766ft (1160m). We bought our three-day 
pass (€64) and asked about weather conditions at the top. Our 
first day destination was the Brocken (a former GDR/Russian 
listening post on the West; forbidden access, until after 1989, 
for non military persons).  Weather was advised as ‘foggy’ but 
we were enthusiastic to go to the top.  
 
As noted in part I, we were curious as to the apparent 
operation of the town trams on the non electrified HSB (Harz 
Schmallspur-Bahnen or Narrow Gauge Railways) system: we 
thought maybe battery, but later found that they carry a diesel 
power unit and are recorded as ‘diesel/electric’ (The tram –the 
HSB link commenced on May 1, 2004). From Nordhausen we 
ran mainly on the level to Ilfeld Neanderklinik (a large 
building, which in GDR days would have probably been a 
health-spa for ranked party members – I was given the chance 
to visit similar in Slovakia in Communist days, and realised 
that life could be good for some in those times). Here, we had 
risen just 65m over the 12km route. Tramcars and HSB 
railcars run a fairly intensive service along the route, with 12 

intermediate stations/passing loops; the HSB railcars were 
often sparsely loaded, compared to the trams. The HSB cars 
ran a further 5km, rising steeply, by 85m, to Eisfelder 
Talmühle. Our metre gauge ’99.92’ 2-10-2T stopped for water 
pickup, and then onward we went, producing spectacular hard 
work by our 2-10-2T (reckoned to be of similar power to a 
‘Black Five’ loco).  
 
The line to Quedlinburg branches off to the east. A railcar 
runs parallel before the routes separate after a kilometre (we 
thought, perhaps a good opportunity on the next day trip, 
towards Quedlinburg, to video the steam departure from the 
railcar). 
 
At Drei Annen Hohne the train reverses, loco running round, 
and waters again. Waiting time allowed us to take hot mulled 
wine and German sausage, well recommended here. Plenty to 
photograph, especially a nice shot standing by our loco as 
another approaches (see cover shot), with snow, trees and 
smoke in plenty. 
 
The final 19km climb raised our elevation a further 585m to 
arrive at a spectacular clear bright blue sky at the peak. Many 
people were taking refreshment and walking about, throwing a 

 

 
  

Steam up on the 
Harz railway in 
former East 
Germany 
 
Part II: ‘My German 
Reunification’ by 
Richard Tremaine 
 
The 10.16h departure headed by 2-10-2T 
99.7245, with Robert Tremaine standing by 
the loco, waits departure at the Nordhausen 
Nord (HSB) station.  

City tramcars seen 
at the Nordhausen 
Bahnhofplatz 
(StationSquare) 
stop.  Some of the 
trams are 
electric/diesel – 
switching over to 
diesel to ride the 
HSB rails. The DB 
(Deutsche Bahn) 
and the HSB 
stations front the 
square. 



 
 
 
 
few snowballs and taking photos. We walked down to view 
the track spiral, maybe 75m below, and watched the climb of 
the next steam service, in awe. I took a shot of Robert with the 
peak buildings behind him (I did a ‘selfie’ too, but enough of 
me seen before!). Our return departed at 14.51h. At Drei 
Annen Hohne, another Brocken bound steamer approached 
from Wernigerode; so more videoing!   
 
Continuing back down towards Nordhausen, the engine 
underwent further watering at Eisfelder Talmühle. Here, a last 
steam train of the day, for Quedlinburg (arriving 19.25h) was 
taken by a small group of ‘Brits’ with whom we had been 
chatting; they had overnighted in Wernigerode, and were 
carrying their suitcases on for their next night in Quedlinburg.  
This was an outbound steam run, from Gernrode, which 
terminated at Eisfelde Talmühle. A 16.17h Nordhausen railcar 
departure, arriving at 16.57h, met our 16.50h arrival. Our 
photos show the activity here, with the railcar between the two 
steam trains. That Quedlinburg option, for us, would have to 
be taken another time.     
 
We continued on to Nordhausen, arriving at 17.39h. I videoed 
the uncoupling and run round of our loco, which overnighted 
in Nordhausen yards, and operated the next morning’s 10.16h 
departure. As our loco ran back off the station, a tramcar, from 
Ilfeld, ran into view, on the parallel line across the station  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
fence, direct to the Station Square, where it raises its 
pantograph. Some services run on to the far end of the town 
route at the Krankenhaus (Hospital). It was a fantastic day. 
We went back to our hotel to freshen up then out for a meal. 
Our first evening had been made in German style with plenty 
of meat and beer; so this time we found an ‘Indian’ to warm 
us up, the only one in town.  
 
Second full day. We took the same 10.16h steam departure, 
changing at Eisfelder Talmühle, for a railcar run, The parallel 
running opportunity, noticed the day before, was videoed, 
then a long run through forestry, more on the level, firstly to a 
junction at Stiege and the branch to Hasselfelde. It was a nice 
4km run through open field terrain (snow covered), to a town 
of reasonable proportions. Here we reverse, noting a 
snowplough and spare boiler for one of the two Mallet locos 
owned by HSB. On we went to Alexisbad where we change 
trains and meet our second steam operation of the day, due to 
run to Gernrode. We took a few photos and visited the station 
souvenir shop: I bought a ‘Trabant’ motor car (model, push & 
go), so iconic of those GDR days; ironically, of course, now 
‘Made in China’! From Alexisbad, there is a short branch 
running 3km to Harzgerode, which we didn’t have time to go 
to. We noted, from the timetable, an 08.26h departure from 
Alexisbad to Harzgerode arriving at 08.35h, but no steam 
return shown on the timetable. Steam from Alexisbad at 
09.02h runs to Quedlinburg. Our 11.46h unfortunately runs 
only to Gernrode.  Quedlinburg was a town of ‘Dickensian 
decay’ when we visited it back in 1978, but had great beauty 
seen as a visitor, though less so for the residents of that time. 
It has, I believe, since reunification, become a tourist centre. I 
much wanted to revisit, with Robert, whom I had 
photographed as a six-year old standing amid a street coal 
drop and iron railings, a photo that I had long remembered. 
However, no train through and back, that could get us back to 
Nordhausen and our hotel. I looked at local bus schedules, a 
round trip possible, but decided against it.  
 
This was another fine day so we walked into the main town. 
Between town and station was a monument to Carl F.C.Mohs, 
mineralogist professor at Freiberg, born in Gernrode, who 
devised the Mohs' hardness scale, which is still used in 
industry today. (E.g.:Talc= 0; Diamond = 10). After 30 
minutes, initially walking in the wrong direction, we found a 
quiet and typical quaint old town where we took a ‘Kuchen’ 
(cream cake & coffee) break. The proprietor had been a rock 
band drummer, Beatles enthusiastically followed in those 

One of a number of HSB diesel railcars, these can vary in style, age. 

Our 2-10-2T takes water at Eisfelder Talmühle. 

Diesel and steam meet at Alexisbad. 



 
 
GDR days. I told him of my six-month working visit to his 
country back in 1978 and he laughingly recalled the 
occasional sight of westerners, usually driving in their cars, 
through his locality. He said we would always count “Ein, 
Zwei, Drei, Vier”, then along followed the Stasi!  
 
I had noted the Gernrode - Harz sign at our metre gauge 
platform but there was a much more imposing station building 
behind. We walked to inspect this structure, admiring its 
overall appearance; it was some time before I realized that this 
was the semi-abandoned former main standard gauge station. 
Clock and station lamps with tracks are all in position, in both 
directions, but heavily weeded and silver birch strewn. The 
final 8km HSB line to Quedlinburg, from Gernrode, was 
opened after German reunification, from June 26, 2006, 
replacing the standard gauge line. I took a photo of the three-
road loco shed but there appeared to be nothing in it other than 
its servicing of our train loco. Perhaps it had been busier when 
this was also the terminus of the metre gauge. Maybe there 
had been an interchange further along, for standard gauge 
wagons to be loaded onto metre gauge carrier trucks? Such a 
facility does still exist at Nordhausen, and Wernigerode.  
 
Our serviced steam loco was ready to return us at 13.57h 
through Alexisbad (in a valley, approaching, we noticed a 
large deserted factory site, which was probably a former  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

munitions factory) via Stiege, and the Hasselfelde branch, 
returning to Eisfelde Talmühle (loco runs round, being the 
return train for Quedlinburg that our ‘Brit’ friends had 
changed to yesterday). We changed to take our yesterday’s 
return back to Nordhausen, again arriving at dusk (17.39h). 
Another great day, completed by another German meat and 
beer evening meal. 
 
Third full day. Once more, we took the 10.16h departure, 
changing at Drei Annen Hohne for Wernigerode. I was 
looking forward to viewing the main loco depot that I could 
recall from my 1978 visit. This time there was no main line 
steam to distract me! We walked a short distance to the depot; 
here we found a 2-6-2T loco undergoing steam tests, 
appearing to be ex-works. This is the only 2-6-2T that HSB 
has, I believe (it is – Ed). A visitors’ viewing platform is 
provided above the staff rest facilities and from here we 
looked down on the shed and could just discern a ‘Mallet’     
0-4-4-0T within, unfortunately not in steam. I got a photo, but 
not worthy of publishing.  
 
Looking beyond, we could just discern the very distant 
buildings on top of the Brocken. Rob and I walked the town 
road back to the penultimate station (Westerntor) where was 
situated the rolling stock works. A brief viewing around the 
yard included a couple of converted former DB standard 
gauge diesels looking less than useable. We waited the final 
steam departure of the day (14.55h), bound for the Brocken, 
arriving at the peak at 16.52h (17.07h returns to Wernigerode 
arriving back at 18.45h).  
 
Wernigerode is generally the main point of departure for 
Brocken so our Quedlinburg return required our changing at 
Drei Annen Hohne, for our now regular return to Nordhausen. 
The snow had been slowly melting this day and in 
Nordhausen walking had become much easier. Our final 
evening meal was enjoyed in German style again. 
 
Our final day (fifth in total) was to be a return standard gauge 
train from Nordhausen (main) due around midday, so we had 
an opportunity to watch, and photo from the trackside, that 
daily 10.16h departure .  At the main station I took a few shots 
of current two-carriage double deck loco haulage  and a very 
new impressive looking two-car railcar. We reached Halle, 
and finally Leipzig, (saw very latest electric stock seriously 
‘Graffitised’). Germany seems unable to stop major Graffiti 
attacks.  
 

The very neat and stylish 
three-road engine shed at 
Gernrode, seen to the 
right of 2-10-2T 99.7240,  
appeared to have no 
inmates. Our train loco 
had been serviced there 
(one can only guess that 
during DR (Deutsches 
Reichsbahn) days, and 
before 1939, there were 
more steam operations 
and freight train 
movements – Ed). All 
photos were taken by 
Richard Tremaine. 

Notes about the Harz Railway / HSB system.   
Originally two companies were formed:  Gernrode & 
Eisfelde Talmühle, from 1887 and Nordhausen & 
Wernigerode, from 1898. There was some 140km of 
one-time DR railway (1949-1993).              
The routes formed a shape somewhat like the Isle of 
Man three-legged symbol. To the North is Wernigerode; 
to the South is Nordhausen; to the east is Quedlinburg. 
All points connect to the current main DB standard 
gauge German national rail system. From Wernigerode, 
on flat land, 234m (770ft) above sea level, the train 
climbs for over 15km to Drei Annen Hohne, (540m) A 
junction here adds a 19km spiral spur to the top of the 
Brocken (1125m- 3656ft). Running 29km south, a 
second junction at Eisfelder Talmühle (352m), meets an 
easterly line from Quedlinburg (121m), 53km away.  
17km south of Eisfelder Talmühle is Nordhausen (184m). 
Two other short spurs are from Stiege to Hasselfelde, 
4km of line across open farmland, and Alexisbad to 
Harzgerode, 3km. Generally all is heavily forested. The 
system carries about 1 million passengers annually. 



Our Ryanair flight home was comfortable and uneventful. 
Writing this second article, almost exactly a year later, has 
allowed me to enjoy it again. Overall, we were highly 
impressed at the wonderful integrated system, especially at the 
Nordhausen end; we had achieved most of our ambitions, 
though the Quedlinburg and Harzgerode sections are still to 

do. I like Nordhausen but Alexisbad may offer a useful hotel 
stopover; it has an apparent good supply of tourist hotels 
(there is a good one near Drei Annen Hohne station – Ed). 
Group tours are available, and special train operations may be 
included, but our £250-£300 five-day excursion would 
probably multiply three-fold for their offered extras.

 
 

Cambridge Corporation Gasworks’ engine still lives! 
 

 
 
Sentinel, Barclays, Bagnall and others built ‘fireless’ steam 
locomotives for operating in fire hazardous areas of, say 
chemical works and oil refineries, or simply to operate 
economically from existing pressurised steam mains – such as 
found in gasworks for example. Cambridge Corporation 
Gasworks once had one and she still survives. 
 
At a recent Cambridge Railway Circle meeting, CRC member 
Bob Caldecoat produced an envelope and showed me two 
black/white photographs of the Sentinel ‘fireless’ loco (one 
shown on the right)  that once shunted Cambridge gasworks’ 
sidings. The Great Eastern/ London & North Eastern and 
British Railways delivered coal to the sidings that once lay 
opposite the traction maintenance sidings just on the south 
side of Coldhams Lane Bridge. 
 
Not being Cambridge ‘born & bred’ the one-time existence of 
a ‘fireless’ loco in Cambridge was new to me. The photo 
above had been taken in the coal sidings, shown left in 1962. 
 
The Cambridge Corporation Gasworks used to be located 
behind the northern frontage of Newmarket Road (adjacent to 
today’s Museum of Technology site) and had originally been 
established in the 1860s (or earlier?). In 1870, the GER was 
delivering some 7000 tons of coal/year to the gasworks. Coal 
consumption had grown to 30,000 tons/year by 1902.  The 
gasworks’ buildings lasted into the early 1970s and were 
demolished at about the time the Elizabeth Way Bridge was 
completed across the Cam in the early 1970s. 
 
I had heard from fellow CRC members about the steam lorry 
(lorries?) that were used to deliver coal from the gasworks’ 
railway sidings to the gasworks site by crossing Newmarket 
Road. After the gasworks closure, the site was eventually 
redeveloped in the 1990s and now contains the Tesco 
supermarket. So, what happened to the ‘fireless’? I had a look 
around on the Internet, finding precious little about the 
gasworks, but discovered Cambridge’s ‘fireless’ on the  
Ribble Steam Railway & Museum (RSR & M) website. Yes, 
the ‘fireless’, christened Gasbag by Gerand Pagano who had  

 
 
originally purchased her for preservation. She was last 
steamed at the Spring 2008 Gala by the RSR & M.  
 
The Gasbag is officially one of some 14 different ‘fireless’ 
locos built by the Sentinel Waggon Works in Shrewsbury. 
Works number is 8024/1929 and presumably the engine was 
delivered to the Cambridge gasworks in that year. Opinion 
differs, though, as CRC Deputy Chairman, Don Beard, 
believes the engine was dated as being built in 1923. 
 
The engine was known to the gasworks personnel as Lucy 
though she never carried a nameplate. Don relates that the 
engine did suffer failed injectors at one point and instead of 
getting replacements from Sentinel, the gasworks personnel 
made their own! 
 
Initially Gasbag was preserved at the Carnforth railway 
museum centre where it was used for shunting and working 
demonstration trains. The RSR & M then acquired Gasbag 
from Carnforth in 1997 and restored her to working order at 
Southport. The loco was then moved by RSR & M to Preston 
in 1999 and occasionally used on photo charters and at the 
Riverside site. The Gasbag was resteamed in August 2007 and 
used in the RSR & M’s Autumn Steam Gala of that year. 
Surprising isn’t it what survives today?  
Thanks Bob and Don! – Mike Page 



 
 
Strangers at Cambridge and Ely: if engineering diversions 
had the ECML blocked anywhere between Hitchin and 
Peterborough, diverting trains via Cambridge was a natural 
move as shown above and below. 
 
On another topic, BR’s Southern Region Class 73 electro-
diesels were especially interesting to me.  I’m sure this was 
because the area of the States where I grew up in Connecticut 
was home to my beloved New York, New Haven & Hartford 
Railroad (usually referred to simply as ‘the New Haven’).   
 
In its day, the New Haven was the dominant railroad in 
southern New England and its trains that served the corridor 
between New York City and Boston, Massachusetts were 
legendary.  From the early 1900s until early 1950s, the New 
Haven rostered an eclectic mix of steam, electric, and diesel 
power.  Steam disappeared by 1952, leaving a declining roster 
of electrics and a growing roster of diesels to serve the 
railroad.   
 
By the late 1950s/early 1960s, the New Haven’s financial 
position was growing increasingly precarious and a somewhat 
dubious decision was made to scrap the majority of its electric 
locomotives and a (better) decision to get rid of a lot of older 
‘odd-ball’ diesel power and replace it with a large buy of 
General Motors (Electro-Motive Division [EMD]) diesels.   
 
 

 

 
Of this buy, there were 60 FL9 diesel-electric/electric 
locomotives, which could run on standard diesel power or 
pickup third rail electric power.  The reason behind this was to 
obviate the traditional change between steam (now diesel) 
power at New Haven, for an electric locomotive to take trains 
forward to New York City.  The FL9s are now gone from 
former New Haven territory but continue to serve a few tourist 
lines.  In their dotage, the FL9s developed a very strong 
following (myself included).  When they were new, though, I 
could have passed on them as they displaced a large number 
of American Locomotive Company (Alco) diesels that I liked 
a lot better.  Long story short: though totally different in 
styling, the Class 73s were built for expressly the same 
purpose as the FL9s – to allow the locomotive to 
independently operate away from a source of electric power. 
 
Doings at Derby 
 
Through my contacts with BR officials as a result of my talks, 
etc. on the C5 Galaxy, I became friends with Mr. Mike Hall, 
who was an official at BR’s Derby Railway Technical Center.  
As Mike was keen on aircraft, I invited him and his family to 
visit with us and stay at our home so they could attend one of 
the big air shows periodically hosted at RAF Mildenhall.  In a 
reciprocal gesture, Mike later invited me and my family to his  
 
 

 

A Connecticut 
‘Yankee’ in 
King Arthur’s 
Court – Part 6 
 
‘Colonel Don’ concludes 
his American view of BR 
in the 1980s. 
 
HST set No. 254.024 growls past 
Cambridge North Box at 10.57h on the 
morning of 20 Sep 1979.  The Deltics and 
HSTs must have felt like hobbled race 
horses when taking the long way around 
from Hitchin via Cambridge, Ely, and 
March before getting back to their 
accustomed race track at Peterborough. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
home in Staffordshire.  He also extended me a separate 
invitation to visit the Derby Works, which I gladly accepted.  
Shown here are a few of the goodies I got to enjoy whilst at 
the works. 
 
Disappointments and ‘The Missing 0.001%’ 
 
My wife and children returned to the States about a month 
before I finished my final posting at RAF Mildenhall.  By this 
time, I was down to an incredibly small number of line 
segments to be ridden in the greater London area – and one or 
two other bits that I had tried to ride but failed due to 
unforeseen cancellations of service whilst in the area to 
specifically ride them.  The Brighton Belle Pullman and a 
return to the Balloch Pier line in Scotland were out of the 
question.  I could perhaps consider the Balloch Pier line a 
“technical cop” as I’d tried to ride it twice and was twice 
prevented from doing so due to no fault of my own. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to my successor complete, I planned a final blitz for 20 Mar 
1982 to try and cover all of the trackage I still needed in the 
London area.  I succeeded admirably except for what was 
likely a ¼ mile  
 
segment of line that comprised one leg of a triangle that was 
only covered by one rush-hour train each day.  I calculated 
that it would take me about 90 miles of riding to cover this 
segment and sadly had to give up this last bit of my quest as I 
had simply run out of time.  It was sort of like Moses seeing 
the Promised Land – there it was, but I wasn’t going to get 
there.   
 
There’s still a blank space in my log book but it’s unlikely that 
the journey will ever be filled in.  I’ve been back to the UK 
several times since then to visit family and friends, but so 
much has changed in the past 30 years that I would have to re-
plot a new strategy to cover the missing link plus the many 
other changes that have occurred in the UK since then.  I 
would have to cover the line to Stansted airport, the new 
cross-London line, and the Chunnel.  On the plus side, I did 
get to see Paddington Bear at Paddington, but where oh where 
were the Wombles when I rode through Wimbledon? 
 
 
 

 
 

What kind of locomotive (not including steam of course!) could be more popular for an excursion than a Deltic?  Here, BR 55.015 Tulyar was leading the 
‘Deltic Broadsman’ excursion on the afternoon of 19 Dec 1981 at Ely.  By this time, my photographic prowess had become legendary throughout East Anglia, 
as noted by all of the friendly gricers braving a cold winter’s day to extend themselves from the carriages to wish me hello! 

Far left: Ely, before the wire went up and colour light signalling came 
in, was a sea of semaphore masts – the perfect foil for a modern HST.  
Here, HST set E43096-43123 is seen northbound, passing Ely South 
Box at 12.25h on the early afternoon of 6 Sep 1981.  A close look at 
the signal box will reveal the signalman dropping the semaphore to 
danger following the passage of the HST. 
Left There exists an avoiding loop about a mile or so north of Ely 
station that allows cross-country trains going to/from the Midlands to 
avoid having to go into Ely and reverse directions to carry on with the 
locomotive leading.  Lifting of the loop was being posited around the 
time I left the UK after my second posting at RAF Mildenhall but 
saner heads prevailed and it was only changed from double to single 
track.  Especially during the summer, interesting power could often be 
seen on excursion trains from the Midlands heading toward the 
Norwich area.  Here, we see a set of ‘Choppers’, BR 20.189 and 
20.077, eastbound at 11.32h on the morning of 14 Jul 1979 bringing a 
train from the Midlands to Norwich and (likely) the Norfolk Broads. 
Right: I had been on a two-week military trip to the Azores and to 
Turkey and have arranged to take a week of leave in the UK before 
returning to the States.  As I recall, Dave Theobald met me at Gatwick 
and we had a bash around the south of England before returning to St. 
Ives.  A mandatory trip into Cambridge revealed the lads in the 
Railfreight paint shop had been working overtime.  I was used to 
named mainline engines, so I was totally tickled on the morning of 24 
Jan 1989 to see 08.631 Eagle shunting cars at Cambridge. Dave 
refused to believe me when I told him the naming had been done in 
my honour! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Post UK Postings. 
 
Subsequently to my two postings in the UK, periods of 
temporary duty while I remained active in the USAF, business  
travel as a post-military career, and holiday travel brought me  
back to the UK many times.  One of these visits took me back 
to my old squadron at RAF Mildenhall, which I must confess 
gave me a sense of unholy glee to visit as a full colonel.  All 
of the visits involved seeing my great friend Dave Theobald 
and every trip involved some sort of gricing expedition.  I will 
include here a random smattering of some of the things Dave 
and I managed to do – some near to Cambridge and others a 
distance away. 
 
I was a “bird colonel” by the time I came to visit Dave in 
1989.  “Bird colonel” or “chicken colonel” is USAF slang for 
a full colonel, whose shoulder insignia is a silver eagle.  The 
RAF equivalent would be a Group Captain. All Things Great 
and Small 
 
My family and I quite enjoyed James Harriot’s wonderful 
television series “All Creatures Great and Small.”  We 
correspondingly enjoyed the large country of Yorkshire and 
its wide variety of scenery – and of railway equipment!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Before concluding with a narrative and photos of what most 
recently brought me to the UK, I’d like to (semi) conclude 
with a small selection of the comfortably normal and the 
slightly quirky that so much endear the UK and its wonderful 
railway system to me. 
 
My Finest and Saddest Railway Journeys.   
 
By the time I left the UK in July 1982, I had become best of 
friends with Dave Theobald.  I had also become good friends 
with some of the other fellows with whom we often traveled,  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is difficult to conceive of a much plainer locomotive than a Class 73.  
It was what was inside the box that interested me with this type – 
certainly not its flashy appearance.  Here, BR 73.002 is at rest at 
Clapham Junction, London on 20 July 1974. 

A parting shot from Ely.  I liked the speed limit signs used at Ely 
North Box and contrived to work them into a photo.  In this case, BR 
47.144 is moving westbound at 11.30h on 12 May 1979 with a special 
for March.  One can clearly see part of the Ely avoiding loop and 
signals in the right background. 

In contrast to the austere Class 73, the EMDs used by the New Haven 
Railroad were quite flashy, even in their somewhat tatty condition toward 
the end of the existence of the New Haven (it was merged into the ill-
fated Penn Central system effective 1 Jan 1969 – a day that shall live in 
infamy!).  Here, New Haven RR #2026 and a companion are moving a 
passenger trains east at Milford, Connecticut on 11 June 1968, headed for 
New Haven and onwards to Boston, Massachusetts.  If one looks closely 
at the undercarriage of the locomotive, it will be noted that it is of the B-
A1A wheel arrangement, with fittings along the bottom edge of each 
bogie upon which third rail contact shoes are mounted to enable it to shift 
from diesel to electric power when entering the access tunnels to Grand 
Central Terminal in New York City.  Entrance to New York City is also 
the reason for the rather curious B-A1A axle arrangement, the idler axle 
in the trailing truck being added to better spread the weight of the 
locomotive when operating on the elevated viaduct leading to the Park 
Avenue Tunnels in New York City. 

Here, one of my favourite Class 37 ‘Deltic substitutes’, 37.087, snakes 
its train away from Cambridge’s renowned long single platform and 
accelerates a London train southward from Cambridge at 12.41h on 26 
Jan 1980.  Standing on the over-bridge from whence I took this photo, 
it was easy to understand how the 37s came to be nicknamed 
‘Growlers’. 



 
 
especially with Mike Page of Cambridge and Mike Walker of  
Little Marlow, Bucks.  Dave & I kept in touch and visited 
back and forth for nearly 40 more years until his untimely 
death in Eritrea in 2010.   
 
I learned the sad news from his wife Barbara whose call woke 
me from a sound sleep and whose distressed tone of voice 
immediately told me that there was something terribly wrong.  
We talked for a bit and then she said she had to ring off in 
order to call some other family members with the news of his 
death.  From that instant, there was never any question that I 
would be traveling to the UK for Dave’s funeral.   
 
Due to the complications of repatriating Dave’s remains from 
Africa, it was some time before Barbara was able to provide a 
funeral date.  When she did, I made immediate plans to fly to 
Heathrow.  My friend Mike Walker (bless him!) met me there 
on the morning of 17 Feb 2010 and got me to my digs at High 
Wycombe (with an obligatory bit of gricing at Taplow, Bucks 
en route!).   
 
On the way in from the airport, Mike hinted at something he 
had planned that would put a bit of silver into the otherwise  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

gloomy cloud that had brought me to the UK.  I knew Mike 
had a lot of connections, so as we took the train into 
Marylebone Station on a rather gloomy morning of 19 Feb I 
had visions of a footplate ride through the Chunnel or 
something equally cosmic.   
 
When we arrived at Marylebone, I noted Class 67.014 Thomas 
Telford at the end of the platform and wandered up to take a 
photo as it was a type new to me since I’d last been in the UK 
and also because it was a rare locomotive-hauled train in what 
had become a nation of “bug boxes.”  Mike, noticing my 
interest, nonchalantly asked if I were interested in the 
locomotive – to which I of course said “Yes.”  Unable to 
suppress a grin any longer, he then told me to climb aboard 
the driving trailer at the other end of the platform because Mr. 
Telford was going to take us on a trip.  This was even better 
than Thomas the Tank Engine!  Dave would have approved!!! 
 
We were indeed going on a trip – all the way to Wrexham 
courtesy of the late-lamented Wrexham & Shropshire (the 
public name of the Wrexham, Shropshire & Marylebone 
Railway Co.).  This was made possible through the kindness 
of Mr. Mark Edlington, Operations Manager for the W&R,  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On a trip to the UK following a business trip to 
central Germany in August of 1997, I again met up 
with Dave Theobald for a railway bash.  As I’d 
flown into the south of England, one of our first 
stops was Cheriton, Kent.  I was anxious to see the 
new Chunnel trains, and Dave had done a bit of 
advance scouting to find an excellent photo 
location.  From an ‘eagle’s perch’ overlooking the 
Dollards Moor Chunnel terminus, we see 
westbound Class 3xxx Chunnel set at 17.37h on its 
way to London.  Not too far northwest of this 
location, the catenary ends and traditional Southern 
Region ‘third rail’ takes over to provide power to 
the trains. 

This is a planned grab shot.  It was planned in that I had originally 
intended to allow a Cravens Class 141 No. E56450 and company to come 
a bit farther south and be framed by Mill Road Bridge in Cambridge 
before I snapped this shot on 15 Jan 1972.  It became a ‘grab shot’ when I 
spotted the red double-decker bus coming across the bridge and tripped 
my shutter a tad sooner than desired in order to get both train and bus in 
the photo (That’s a red ‘Eastern Counties’ bus crossing the bridge, which 
had yet to be widened – Ed). 

The ‘new order’ has come to town.  I was most fortunate to have Dave 
Theobald send me packages of railway magazines after I returned to 
the States. Thus, I was fascinated to follow the peregrinations of the 
80s series AC electric locomotives as they were cascaded from service 
on the WCML and put into service on the London – Norwich line and 
later on Liverpool Street – Cambridge service.  I counted myself 
fortunate to get this shot of 86.220 The Round Table moving an up 
train for London away from Cambridge at 14.05h on 24 Jan 1989. 
 



 
 
who accompanied Mike and me on the footplate for the 
duration of our journey.  We rode the footplate all the way to 
Wrexham, Denb., hit the platform there for a short break, and 
were very quickly back on board for the return journey to 
London.  The very short turnaround was occasioned by a tight 
slot time coming into London which, if we did not hit it on 
time, cost the W&R a significant performance penalty.  If 
memory is correct, Leamington Spa is where we shifted from 
the locomotive to a first class carriage where we enjoyed a 
lovely dinner courtesy of the company.   
 
The dinner was doubly lovely as I had envisioned the 
possibility of arriving late back in London (there had been a 
massive signals failure at the London end of the line that 
morning which occurred sometime after we were safely 
outside of the city and headed west) and also the possibility of 
having to grab a cold sandwich or something of the kind 
during a hurried journey over to Victoria Station for a trip to 
visit relatives living near Salisbury.  Everything worked out 
well however and I arrived at Salisbury spot on time.   
 
The up trip to London on the following Sunday was a 
different matter due to the dreaded “E” word – engineering 
works dictated a transfer to a coach at Basingstoke to shuttle 
us to Guildford we joined another train for the onward journey 
into London for a reasonably on-time arrival.  Not wanting to 
drag a suitcase on the tube, I enjoyed the luxury of a taxi ride 
with a very friendly driver to Liverpool Street where I boarded 
a train to Cambridge for a trip I genuinely wished I hadn’t 
have had to make.   
 
Arriving on a gloomy evening that befit my mood, I was soon 
met at my hotel by my friend Mike Page, who very kindly 
looked after me for the duration of my stay in Cambridge.  We 
traveled together the next day to Dave’s funeral and the wake 
following, where I was privileged to deliver one of the 
remembrances in Dave’s memory.   
 
Mike helped to take the sting out of things a bit with a lovely 
gricing trip to Tamworth, Staffs on the day following the 
funeral.  On an overcast 23 Feb 2010, punctuated with 
occasional flecks of snow, we had an interesting time doing 
some photography at this interesting location where the busy 
Derby-Birmingham line crosses over the even busier West 
Coast Main Line.  Some local gricers on the platform kindly 
shared information with us that Class 37 No.37.576) was to 

pass by around 1515 on an up empty stock working to 
position for a rail tour out of London.  Sure enough, it flew by 
at 1525, but the gathering gloom and the dark burgundy color 
of the train was too much for the speed of the film that I had 
available.  I got a shot, but not worth showing here. 
 
Mike and I had a pleasant drive back to St. Ives, where we 
planned to visit Dave’s widow Barbara.  We stopped at a cozy 
pub near the A1 to thaw out with a hot coffee before 
proceeding onward.  I’d seen this pub many time myself while 
motoring on the A1 but had never had occasion to stop.  I’d 
forgotten how cozy a pub with a coal fire could be on a cold, 
miserable day.  Little did we know that the time spent at the 
pub could have been put to better use when we unexpectedly 
encountered major traffic congestion on the A1123 outside of  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before proceeding, I must tell a little story on my 
friend Mike Walker.  Here, BR Western Region Class 
52 diesel-hydraulic 1012 Western Firebrand is seen on 
a terminating train at Paddington Station on 12 June 
1972.  This locomotive began its official life by being 
outshopped at Swindon on 17 Nov 1962 and was 
scrapped there in April of 1979 – a brief life of only 17 
years for a diesel locomotive.  Mike has assured me 
that this is a cracking shot, as the locomotive’s blue 
livery is sound and not peeling off in patches as it was 
wont to do if applied incorrectly to the machine’s 
stressed outer skin.  I must admit I also like the maroon 
color rather than the usual blue.  But I digress.   
On several trips to the States on gricing expeditions, 
whilst the majority of us in our party would sometimes 
think of doing Chinese or Mexican cuisine for an 
evening meal at the end of a day’s gricing, we would 
invariably end up at a ‘meat & potatoes’ type of place 
for dinner because brother Mike did not fancy foreign 
food.  As there is an American food chain specializing 
in steaks of which Mike is so fond, I later suggested to 
him that the Western Region might have renamed one 
of their locomotives Western Sizzler! (Nothing like 
what we called them when they replaced the ‘Kings’ 
and ‘Castles’ in 1962! – Ed.) 

I had mentioned earlier on that that Dave and I had a wonderful day 
out at Ribblehead on 11 Sep 2000.  The area is rather bereft of people 
(unless there’s a steam working!) so there was no one available to take 
a joint ‘mug shot’ of the two of us.  Here, minus the facial fur I had 
later on, is a photo of your author at Ribblehead station. 



 
 
 
 
 
St. Ives that delayed us for over 45 minutes in reaching 
Barbara’s home.  Thank goodness for cell phones!  We did 
indeed have a pleasant dinner and evening once we reached 
the confines of Canberra Drive. 
 
I will end this on a happy note.  Dave & Barbara Theobald 
had visited Donna and me in O’Fallon, Ilinois in December of 
2010.  During the visit, Dave mentioned to me that he would 
like me to do a presentation to the Cambridge Railway Circle 
on my travels in Britain the next time I came to the UK rather 
than doing one of my usual presentations on things American.  
I allowed that I’d be happy to do this but, in truth, I think I  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

would have felt like the village vicar giving a presentation 
before the Archbishop of Canterbury had I done so.   
 
What you are reading now began as what I thought would be a 
short article but has morphed into something much longer 
which, with photos included, has reached the length of a 
presentation that I might give before the CRC.  So Dave, if 
you’re able to read the Circle Line in heaven, you will see 
(courtesy of our good friend Mike Page) the serialized version 
of what I should like to have been able to present when you 
were still with us. 
 
Upon my departure for the States on 24 Feb, Mike Page again 
accompanied me on my train ride back to Heathrow – 
probably my last train ride in the UK for quite a bit.  His 
presence helped to lift the gloom and we had a nice ride on the 
new (to me) electrified service via Royston and Hitchin into 
the Cross followed by a rather pokey ride on the tube out to 
Heathrow.  I was airborne within a couple of hours, knowing 
that at 30,000 ft. I was a bit closer to my departed friend Dave 
and smiling at having had a lovely evening with friends at 
Barbara Theobald’s home the evening prior to my departure - 
and also because of the great kindness shown to me by my 
two friends.  I wish the UK were about 3,000 miles closer to 
America! 
 
 
 

On the avoiding loop north of Ely, 19 Dec 1981, I include a photo of No. 31.271 moving eastward on the Ely avoiding loop with a goods train.  I have very few 
action photos of goods trains with brake vans, so I thought this one worthy of inclusion. (Any one any idea of what train this was? – Ed.) 

I shall conclude with a photo of my great good friend of 40 years, Dave 
Theobald – Internationally Famous Gricer and All Around Good Chap – 
taken at the same location on the same day.  Those of you that are 
familiar with the comic strip Peanuts will recall the character Linus and 
his ever-present blanket.  Those of us who knew Dave will recognize his 
ever-present ‘gricing vest’. 

I would like to express the Cambridge Railway 
Circle Members’ heartfelt thanks to U.S.A.F. Colonel 
Don Woodworth (retired) for what had been a 
wonderful review of British Railways’ final days. His 
travel experiences around the UK, and his 
photographs, have given us a cross-section of BR’s 
‘blue period’ and some of the changes into 
‘sectorisation’ before ‘privatisation’ descended upon 
a railway scene as we used to know it. 
 
I have to apologise to Don for being unable to use all 
of his ‘shots’ in the articles – he has enough material 
there to produce a book! The unused ‘shots’ I will 
keep on file for future use in Circle Line. Happy New 
Year, Don, from all of us!                                      - Ed.                            



 
 
Like many small boys of my age, I was fascinated by trains 
from my earliest years; especially by the steam engines that 
pulled them. In 1947 my elder brother explained to me that 
engines had numbers that could be recorded to form a 
collection. Some engines also had names, which gave 'added 
value' in the opinion of collectors. He had a book containing 
all the LNER engine numbers and names and I managed to 
persuade my parents to part with 1s 6d (7.5p) so that I could 
have my own copy, thus avoiding the strife that would arise 
from any attempt at sharing ('The ABC of LNER Locomotives 
1947 Revised Renumbering Edition'). 
 
The first engine in my collection was LNER no.1627, seen 
from the cycle path across Coldham's Common as it 
approached Cambridge from the north. The engine was green 
and looked very big and impressive and was named Aske Hall. 
All the way home I repeated the number to myself so as not to 
forget and immediately told my brother, hoping he would be 
impressed. He was not: “It's just a B17 Sandy”, he said, 
“Plenty of them around”. He said that the engines really worth  
 

 
 
 
 

seeing were the even larger ones that worked a daily train 
from Cambridge to London King's Cross, known as the 'X'. 
 
Watching the 'X' 
'What was on the 'X' today?' was a question asked by 
generations of Cambridge schoolboys (and their elders). The 
train left Cambridge at about half past ten in the morning, 
stopping at most stations on its way. Why the LNER and its 
nationalised successor British Railways Eastern Region 
(BR(E)) should use its largest and most magnificent express 
engines on such a menial train was a mystery. On the next 
Saturday morning I joined a group of expectant boys 
assembled at the cattle market railings near Hills Road bridge. 
I was not disappointed. The sight of huge A3 class engine No. 
55 Woolwinder resplendent in LNER apple green livery 
pulling majestically out of the station made an impression that 
has remained ever since. I was hooked!  
 
On later visits I recall seeing celebrated engines such as the 
streamlined A4 No. 22 Mallard and A3 No. 103 Flying  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Diary of a 
Cambridgeshire 
Train Watcher 
1952-56 
 
Having noted down trains 
locally at least since 1952, Roger 
Wolfe recalls his experiences of 
‘train watching’, particularly 
around Cambridge. 
 
Just being released from Platform 5 at Cambridge 
is D16/3 62605, which was shedded at 31B March, 
according to Ian Allan’s Locoshed Book of 1952. 

Two of Roger’s Ian Allan LNER ABCs: on the left if the ‘Revised 
Renumbering Edition’ of 1947 as the LNER stock lists were on 
February 22. On the right is a late 1947 edition. 

Ketterimg’s Ivatt Class 2 2-6-0 46400 stands in 31A’s engine yard 
with the coaling plant in the background. Roger asks whether 46400 
would have been coaled again before returning to Kettering? 



 
 
 
 
 
Scotsman as well as many of their classmates. Class A2 Nos. 
513 Dante, 514 Chamossaire and 535 Hornet's Beauty were 
often seen and admired, but these odd-sounding names 
seemed strange because I knew nothing of Italian literature or 
the racehorses which the directors of the LNER chose to 
commemorate. Engines of the new A1 class were often seen, 
but lacked names at that stage so seemed a bit disappointing 
despite their impressive size. What impressed most of all were 
the A1 class 'Pacific' engines of 4-6-2 wheel arrangement; 
they had wide fireboxes sloping back towards the cab, smoke 
deflectors (we called them 'windshields' - did others use the 
term? – (We called them ‘blinkers’ in the Midlands – Ed.)) 
and above all, the superb streamlining of class A4 - the 
'streaks'. If the 'X' engine was only a V2 class mixed traffic 
type we felt slighted, unless it was one of very few that carried 
names. 
 
Nationalisation 
The prospect of nationalisation in 1948 was worrying because 
it was assumed that all the engines of the 'big four' companies 
would form a common pool and although our 'X' watching 
might be enlivened by ‘Merchant Navy’ class from the 
Southern, ‘King’ class from the Great Western and ‘Princess 
Coronation’ class from the LMS, our pocket money would 
never stretch to an ABC number book for each BR region. We 
needn't have worried! Nothing changed apart from BRITISH 
RAILWAYS being painted on the engine tanks and tenders 
instead of LNER (or wartime economy NE) and the addition 
of 60,000 to the LNER numbering system; so LNER no. 1627 
became BR Eastern Region 61627, an innovation that was 
ignored in subsequent note taking (But to prevent any 
misunderstanding the full BR numbers are given in this 
account). 
 
 
'The Dump'  
A favoured observation point was the Cambridge motive 
power depot, designated 31A by BR(E), home to a large 
number of engines of various types and sizes. The depot was 
always referred to as 'The Dump', perhaps because ashes, 
clinker, cinders, etc produced by steam engines were dumped 
in the yard as part of the maintenance procedures? It occupied 
an extensive site between Station Road, Devonshire Road and  

 
 
 
 
 
the station's platform 6, much of which has since been built 
over or used for car parking.  
 
Engines entered or left the depot along two lines spanned by a 
footbridge constructed to give safe access for railway 
employees from Devonshire Road, where many lived. 
Officially out of bounds to the public, the prohibiting sign at 
the gate leading to the bridge was so encrusted with grime and 
soot as to be barely legible and the railway authorities 
evidently took a very lenient view of the presence of small 
boys watching from the elevated viewing platform it provided 
(most railway staff preferred to take an unofficial short cut 
across the tracks!).  
 
The footbridge served as a meeting point for dedicated engine 
spotters in the same way that some bird hides provide a 
gathering point for bird spotters; a place to meet 
acquaintances, swap information about the movement of 
rarities and for the more mature members of the fraternity to 
comment on the state of things. We often called briefly in 
passing, just to check that we were not missing something out 
of the ordinary. 
 
A principal feature of the Dump was the huge bulk of the 
coaling tower. It was functionally designed with no 
concessions to appearances and was as prominent on the 
Cambridge skyline as any of the college buildings or church 
spires. Trucks loaded with engine coal were hauled up the side 
of the tower and were turned over at the top so that the coal 
fell into a hopper within the structure with a thunderous noise 
that could be heard across Cambridge, causing the uninitiated 
(so it was said) to reach for umbrellas!  Having been turned so 
as to face the right way round for their next duty, engines 
passed on tracks laid between the legs of the tower so that coal 
could be dropped into tenders and bunkers, releasing more 
showers of dust and grit. 
 
Watching at Huntingdon 
The excitement of watching the 'X' made the ordinary trains 
around Cambridge seem rather mundane, so Huntingdon, the 
nearest place on the ex-Great Northern main line, was the 
place to go to enjoy the thrill of seeing the class A1, A2, A3 
and, best of all, the streamlined A4 types roaring along at full  

Seen in pristine condition on Cambridge shed in the early 1950s is B2 
4-6-0 61671 Royal Sovereign ready for her next job 

By way of comparison, B17/6 4-6-0 61636 Harlaxton Manor is well 
turned out standing on Platform 6 road at Cambridge Station. 



 
 
 
 
 
speed. The fourteen-mile cycle ride was well worth it, 
especially if we could get there by 11.00am to see the 
northbound 'Flying Scotsman' train pass through on its way to 
Edinburgh. Other named trains included the famous Pullmans 
such as the 'Queen of Scots', the 'Yorkshire Pullman' and the 
'Tees-Tyne Pullman'. As the elegant Pullman carriages flashed 
by there were glimpses of wine being served to diners at 
tables spread with starched table cloths attended by 
immaculately liveried waiters; images of incredible luxury 
and opulence. These exciting and glamorous trains were in 
marked contrast to what seemed an endless procession of slow 
moving, noisily clanking coal trains heading for the capital, 
usually hauled by grubby ex-War Department engines. 
Appendices 1 & II list all the trains seen at Huntingdon on 
typical days November 3, 1952 and March 7, 1953. 
 
In the intervals between main line trains there was always 
something interesting to watch; local engines (often a small, 
ancient J15 class from Cambridge) shunted the goods yard 
where a variety of items of freight were loaded onto three- 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
wheeled 'mechanical horse' road vehicles for local delivery. 
Stopping passenger trains might bring crates of live racing 
pigeons as well as people. The station staff had the job of 
releasing the birds, carefully noting the time as they did so. 
Occasionally the peaceful calm of the nearby (but separate) 
East station was disturbed by the arrival of a train on the 
Cambridge to Kettering branch line. The trains were mostly 
worked by the small modern Ivatt type 2 2-6-0s.  
 
Cycling to Huntingdon and back was inexpensive and 
enjoyable, so more ambitious rides soon followed to discover 
more of the railway network in Cambridgeshire and beyond.  
 
Diary Entries 
Prompted by the national attention given to the tragic train 
crash at Harrow and Wealdstone station on October 8, 1952 I 
decided to keep a diary of my train watching activities. What 
was recorded was in many ways an observation of a ‘working 
museum’, almost all traces of which have long since 
disappeared as railway infrastructure and operation changed 
from the steam age to diesel and electric traction, the closure 
of local branch lines and the virtual disappearance of freight 
trains in the Cambridge area.  
 
The record of engines seen was very selective. I seem to have 
 

  
 
 
 

One of Cambridge’s E4 2-4-0s, 62786, has just left Shelford and is 
going past Stapleford on her way towards Haverhill. 

Once a common sight around Cambridge Station in the 1950s, J69/1 0-
6-0T is moving wagons around in the ‘Dump’ near Devonshire Road. 

Bletchley (1E)’s Standard 4 2-6-4T 80042 waits in Platform 3 in 
Cambridge Station with the Foster Mills’ building in the background. 

Watching from the north end of the down platform at Bury St. 
Edmunds we see a B17 entering from the sidings with a parcels train. 



noted only those that caught my attention in some way;  
unusual visitors perhaps from another part of the system or  
new engines of BR standard type such as the BR 7MT 
‘Britannia’ class.  Many older Cambridge based engines were 
seen so frequently that I didn't bother to take note, but clearly 
recall frequent sightings of favourites such as the B2 class 
61671 Royal Sovereign, kept beautifully clean in readiness for 
occasional royal train duties. At the other end of the 
locomotive spectrum the diminutive and elderly depot shunter 
class J69/1 0-6-0T 68530, an endearingly grubby workhorse 
rarely ventured beyond the depot yard. 
 
11 Oct 1952 
Cambridge. Dump. 'Coaling tower in scaffolding. Still in use.' 
A4s 60003 Andrew K McCosh and 60014 Silver Link (most unusual 
to have two engines of this type in Cambridge at the same time). 
80042 [One of the new BR standard class 4 tank engines from 
Bletchley.] 
17 Oct 1952 
Cambridge. Dump 'Coaling tower still in scaffolding.' Streamlined 
A4 60006 Sir Ralph Wedgwood. LMR black 5 (or was it a class 8F?) 
seen passing the goods yard on a freight train (view obscured by 
carriages parked in the sidings.) 
25 Oct 1952 
Cambridge. Dump 'Coaling tower still in scaffolding and out of 
action. Four wheeled coal trucks being craned one by one above a 
large heap of coal; one set of chains then removed and the truck up-
ended, emptying the contents on to the heap. The empty truck then 
swung clear to a set of rails about 24 yds away. The work was done 
by a steam-powered breakdown crane. Saw seven trucks handled in 
this way.'  
26 Oct 1952 
Cambridge. Hills Road bridge: Steam breakdown crane at work re-
laying track with flat-bottomed rail. Crane propelled by 
(Colchester’s) Ivatt type 2 46469. (This was a good location for 
watching trains at the south end of the station, but much might be 
happening unobserved at the northern end, including the Dump, so an 
additional cycle ride was considered essential if time allowed). 
Cambridge. Dump B1 61390 and WD 90103, both from 38A 
(Colwick), N1 69434 from 37C (Bradford). [Rarities all!] 
3 Nov 1952 
Visited Huntingdon. Engines seen listed in Appendix 1 
4 Nov. 1952  
Cambridge. Dump 'Coaling tower still out of action.' O2 63965 of 
Retford (36E) [Another rarity!] 
9 Nov 1952 
Cambridge. Dump. Sunday afternoon: 'Coaling tower still out of 
action.', A4 60017 Silver Fox. 
10 Nov 1952 
'Italian experimental electric train reaches 150 mph. BBC news 
announces new diesel units to be used in West Riding and Scotland.'  
1 Dec 1952  
[Various entries record worst November weather for many years with 
trains snowed up in other parts of the country.] Had to be content 
with reading Trains Illustrated. 
7 Dec 1952 
Cambridge. Dump: 'Coaling tower back in use and scaffolding 
removed.' K2 61749 (38A), K3 61801 (30A). 'Bradshaw timetable 
for Nov 1952 acquired from Dad.' (Rescued from office waste paper 
basket! The firm kept up to date timetables for the benefit of staff 
travelling to distant repair jobs). 
24 Dec 1952 
Cambridge. Dump: J39 64768 (30A), B1s 61279 (40A Lincoln), 
61264 (30F Parkeston), BR standard type 4 tanks 80041, 80042 (both 
Bletchley). 
29 Dec 1952  
Cambridge. Hills Road Bridge and Dump. 'Nothing unusual to 
record, so looked in shops in hope of finding a book of railway 
interest on which to spend Christmas money.' (Books on matters of 
railway interest were far fewer in those days). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cambridge shed’s smartly turned out D16/3 4-4-0 is seen with a local 
train at Ely some time in the early 1950s. 

All photos are from Roger Wolfe’s collection 

Appendix I 
 
November 3 1952 at Huntingdon 
Main line passenger trains seen 
passing North station:  
  
A1 60148 Aboyeur( (35B), A2 60514 Chamossaire 
(35A), A4 60026 Miles Beevor (34A), A1 60153 
Flamboyant (50A), B1 61175 ((40B), V2 60853 (35A), A3 
60112 St Simon (35B), A1 60130 Kestrel (35B), A4 
60006 Sir Ralph Wedgwood (34A), A4 60017 Silver Fox 
(34A), A1 60119 Patrick Stirling (37B), A1 60118 
Archibald Sturrock (37B), A4 60008 Dwight D. 
Eisenhower (34A), B1 61390 ((38A), A3 60067 Ladas 
(34A), A3 60039 Sandwich (35B), A4 60029 Woodcock 
(34A), A1 60123 H. A. Ivatt (37A), A1 60128 Bongrace 
(35B), B1 61210 (35A, with self-weighing tender), V2 
60897 (35A), A4 60008 Dewight D Eisenhower (returning 
north), A1 60133 Pommern (37B), N2 69515 (34A), V2 
60854 (35A,noted fitted with 'weird' (GWR type) 
chimney). 
 
Freight trains passing North station: 
WDs 90428 (35A), 90096 (35A), K3 61890 (35A), WDs 
90079 (35A), 90151 (35A), K3 61804 (35A), V2 60916 
(35A), WDs 90169 (35A), 90093 (35A), 90438 (35A), 
90158 (35A), 90577 (35A), 90502 (35A), V2 60912 
(35A), V2 60874 (35A), WDs 90088 (35A),  90683 (35A), 
90528 (35A),  90279 (35A),  90259 (35A). 
 
Light engines:  
V2 60832 (35A), V2 60841 (35A), WD 90256 (35A), J52 
68795 (34B), WD 90554 (35A). 
 
At Huntingdon East:  
LMS type 2s (all 15B Kettering): 46404, 46495 on 
Cambridge-Kettering passenger trains; 46444 on freight. 
 
Editor’s notes: I note that Roger saw 17 of around 40 
WD 2-8-0s shedded at 35A New England at the time. I 
have added shed codes from Ian Allan Locoshed Book, 
Eastern Region, dated to July 19, 1952. Rest of Roger’s 
Diary to appear in the next issue.  
 



 
 
It was like this: I had arrived in London Paddington from 
Wellington (Shropshire) on Friday evening on September 8, 
1963. During dinner with a ‘newish’ German girlfriend (I had 
met Karin in Germany and she was now an ‘au pair’ in 
London), she broke the news that she was not going to be free 
that Saturday until about five p.m. Well, what to do?  
 
Steam was fairly scarce at all the London stations except 
Waterloo. Not wishing to want to spend all that time in a 
terminus, the idea occurred to me that an interesting place to 
watch trains was Basingstoke, especially as the summer 
timetable was still in force and there were bound to be many 
‘extras’. I was staying at a YHA hostel near Tottenham Court 
Road. So next morning, after an early breakfast, I joined the 
Northern Line to reach Waterloo. 
 
There was certainly plenty of steam about. Sitting at the 
buffers were ‘Standard 3’ 2-6-2Ts 82024 and 82016. Recent 
arrivals waiting to be freed were rebuilt ‘West Country’ (WC) 
Pacifics 34016 Bodmin (71A Eastleigh) and 34009 Lyme 
Regis (70A Nine Elms). I joined the queues to buy a day 
return to Basingstoke then walked up the platform next to the 
08.35h Waterloo – Bude, which stopped at Basingstoke. To 
take me there was a quite clean and rebuilt ‘Battle of Britain’ 
(BB): 70A’s 34090 Sir Eustace Missenden, Southern Railway. 
 
Also performing station pilot and empty coaching stock (ECS) 
work were 82023 and ‘Standard 4’ 2-6-4Ts 80012 and 80148. 
Not so long ago ex-GW pannier tanks had been performing 
these duties having earlier replaced M7 0-4-4Ts and E4 0-6-
2Ts. Whistles were blowing so I hurriedly joined the train 
consisting almost entirely of Bulleid main line stock. 34090 
lost his feet occasionally though helped by 82016. As we 
passed Vauxhall, the very last built Standard 4 tank, Brighton 
(75A)’s 80154, sat on a back platform with an up milk train. 
 
Clapham Junction was hiding most of its shunters, though 
‘Standard Five’ 73115 King Pellinore (70A) was waiting to 
pull out of the carriage sidings to run to Waterloo tender first. 
We whistled through ‘The Junction’ and began accelerating 
towards Wimbledon. Our next stop was to be Woking. 
 
Non-stop trains tore through Woking, scaring the life out of 
the shoppers waiting for their locals to Waterloo. ‘Merchant 
Navy’ (MN) 35004 Cunard White Star (70E Salisbury) 
showed no regard for them, whistling a long warning before 
roaring through. Another ‘Merchant Navy’ slammed by 
shortly afterwards: this time it was 35007 Aberdeen 
Commonwealth (70E). As we accelerated briskly away from 
Woking one of Feltham (70B)’s S15 4-6-0s, 30834, was 
spotted idling about in the engineers’ yards. Very soon we 

began moving into the 70s. One of Guildford (70C)’s ‘U’ 
Class 2-6-0s 31625 came ambling along the up slow with a 
mixed freight. It did not seem long before the brakes were 
going on as we slowed for Basingstoke. 
 
Apart from the removal of the Southern Region station signs 
and the semaphore signals, today’s Basingstoke on the railway 
side is not that much different from the Basingstoke of 1963. 
Some sidings, a small marshalling yard and the loco shed 
(70D) had long disappeared after electrification to 
Bournemouth and Weymouth in 1967 and the closure of Nine 
Elms goods yards. Basingstoke itself was still more of a rural 
market town in 1963 when compared with the business centre 
of concrete and glass we see in the 21st. Century. 
 
Most local trains to Reading General had been diesel (two-car 
Hampshire ‘Thumpers’) for some time, but Western Region 
steam still appeared on some cross-country passenger and 
freight. I chose the south end of Platform One for observation 
as 71A’s rebuilt and grubby WC 34097 Holsworthy made a 
careful start across the junction with an up semi-fast. Her 
place was taken by a cleaner rebuilt WC 34104 Bere Alston 
(71A) arriving with a Weymouth-Waterloo. 
 
I suppose it’s always a bit unnerving to see a big ‘Pacific’ 
hurtling towards you in the seventies across a junction with a 
long train: rebuilt BB 34087 145 Squadron (70A) wasn’t 
stopping for anyone as she whistled aggressively all the way 
through the station with the 09.00h Waterloo-Sidmouth. 
 
So, what kind of day was it going to be?  Well, by the time I 
boarded the 14.23h departure about four hours later from 
Basingstoke on a Salisbury – Waterloo semi-fast with Urie 
S15 30499 (70B) some 40 steam trains had passed through or 
called since my arrival that mid-morning. 
 
The ‘tally’ included eight ‘MN’, 19 ‘BB’ and ‘WC’, eight 
‘Standard Fives’, one ‘Standard Four’ 2-6-0, three ex-GW 
‘Hall’ 4-6-0s, two U 2-6-0s and one Q1 0-6-0. The Q1, 70B’s 
33004 with ’11 O’ Clock Flier’ chalked on her smokebox, 
performed station pilot duties. The U 2-6-0s were 70A’s 
31617 and Guildford (70C)’s 31797. 31617 left from Platform 
One with a Basingstoke to Portsmouth train at about 10.30h. 
She had a fair load of some 11 coaches. I guessed she had 
brought the stock from Clapham Junction or Guildford. The 
other one, 31797, had arrived later with a Waterloo-
Basingstoke local. 
 
While the BBs and WCs came mostly from 70A, 71A and 
71B (Bournemouth), the ‘visitors’ included a very strong 
representation from Exmouth Junction (72A). They included 

‘Stood up’ – so 
I went to 
Basingstoke! 
 
 
What to do when a girl ‘stands 
you up’ in London? Why, go to 
Basingstoke and watch trains, 
writes Mike Page 
 



rebuilt WC 34024 Tamar Valley with the 06.40h Exeter-
Waterloo, unrebuilt BB 34083 605 Squadron on the 10.35h 
Waterloo-Bude (as pictured on the opposite page) and other 
points west, rebuilt WC 34108 Wincanton with the 11.32h 
Sidmouth-Waterloo, unrebuilt BB 34069 Hawkinge on an 
unidentified up train and unrebuilt BB 34080 74 Squadron on 
another to Waterloo. Quite a good day for any ‘spotters’ lean 
on 72A Pacifics! Surprising too, perhaps, was Brighton 
(75A)’s rebuilt BB 34089 602 Squadron turning up on a 
Bournemouth-Waterloo (about Mid-day), 
 
The named trains saw 70A’s 35030 Elder Dempster Lines on 
the down ‘Atlantic Coast Express’ and 70A’s 35020 Bibby 
Line on the down ‘Bournemouth Belle’. The down ‘Pines 
Express’ had been rerouted from Crewe via Whitchurch, 
Wellington, Wolverhampton (Low Level), Birmingham 
(Snow Hill), Oxford and Reading’s West Curve to 
Basingstoke since the start of the Winter 1962 timetable. 
Engines were changed at Oxford so surprisingly another 72A  
‘BB”, the unrebuilt 34084 253 Squadron, came clattering 
across the junction with the down ‘Pines’. 
 
There were a number of ‘cross-country’ trains to be seen such 
as Oxford (81F)’s 6970 Whaddon Hall working through with 
the 07.32h Wolverhampton (Low Level) – Portsmouth (maybe 
engines had been changed at Oxford?).  71B’s rebuilt WC 
34047 Callington had the 09.28h Bournemouth-Liverpool 
taking the train on to Oxford. About an hour later, Reading 
(81D)’s  ‘Hall’ 6924 Grantley Hall came off shed to stand in a 
siding at the end of Platform Six. She was waiting for a 
Bournemouth-Leicester train, which arrived with 71B’s 
rebuilt ‘WC’ 34040 Crewkerne. The engine change was quite 
smart and 6924 was soon away. 
 
Now Bournemouth must have been getting short of ‘Pacifics’ 
as Standard 4 2-6-0 76056 brought in a Bournemouth-
Newcastle train. There was no respite for the ‘76-thousander’, 
which fortunately had the large BR1B tender to get her, 
presumably, to Oxford. Showing no sign of fatigue she 
accelerated the train competently enough towards Reading. 
The next ‘cross-country’ to arrive was a Sheffield-
Bournemouth with Banbury (84C)’s 6979 Helperly Hall. I did 
not see which loco replaced 6979, as I had to join my train to 
Waterloo. 
 
Among the usual menu of Waterloo-Bournemouth/ 
Weymouth, - Salisbury/Exeter/West Country trains was an 
odd one: the 09.25h Wimbledon-Weymouth with 70A’s 
rebuilt ‘WC’ 34093 Saunton. There was one Waterloo-
Southampton Docks working with 71A’s very smart-looking 
rebuilt ‘WC’ 34039 Boscastle. 
 
The journey back to Waterloo with Urie S15 30499 was quite 
sedate calling at (if memory serves me right) Farnborough, 
Woking, Wimbledon, Surbiton and Clapham Junction. The 
engine’s motion was making a continuous, quite melodious, 
ringing sound. This classic sound was very different to the 
‘heavy metal’ repertoire from a run-down LMS loco or a 
Gresley V2 let alone a clanking and banging WD 2-8-0! 
 
Although I’d seen no freights at Basingstoke, 70B’s Maunsell 
S15 30834 had a down freight near Woking and another 70B 
loco, Q1 33010, was shunting in Woking’s yards. Back at 
Waterloo only three steam locos were in view, I guess it was 
the ‘quiet’ afternoon period. 80154 had empty stock, 72A’s 
rebuilt ‘BB’ 34062 17 Squadron waited with a train for the  
 

 
 
 
 
West Country and Redhill (75B)’s S15 30835 had a local to 
Basingstoke. 
 
Well, that was an unplanned half-day of train-watching with 
not a single diesel locomotive in sight! It was very different 
from when I last watched Southern Region trains in 1956 on 
Clapham Junction (Circle Line 113), when the early ‘King 
Arthurs’ and some T9 4-4-0s were about working the semi-
fasts and locals, let alone the ‘Lord Nelsons’ on Bournemouth 
and Southampton Docks trains.  
 
I had visited ‘Karin’ earlier in 1963 – the best parts of those 
two visits were hair-raising fast runs on the Wolverhampton-
Euston ‘reliefs’ forward from Rugby. 70023 Venus managed 
to knock 32 min off an easy-going schedule of the 07.30h 
Wolverhampton-Euston on June 3, 1963 and screamed all the 
way through Kilsby Tunnel, her driver finally finding the 
lower notes of her whistle as we reached the second air shaft. 
70029 Shooting Star had also lived up to her name on April 
15, 1963 on the 07.30h in between many engineering works so 
that at least we arrived in Euston just before time! We had 
caught up with 70027 Rising Star in charge of the 07.15h 
Walsall-Euston, so I got a picture of two former Western 
Region ‘Brits’ side-by-side on the arrival platforms – bostin’!. 
 
By-the-bye I took the above-mentioned shed allocations from 
an Ian Allan 1963 Loco Shed Book with Southern information 
dated to January 30, 1963. I can provide the notes of all the 
day’s observations should anyone be interested. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Manfully, U Class 2-6-0 31617 ‘digs in’ to heave the 11-coach  
Portsmouth train away from Basingstoke on September 7, 1963. 

The  08.46h Salisbury-Waterloo is approaching Basingstoke with 
Salisbury Shed’s 34048 Crediton in charge. Basingstoke loco shed is 
in the background behind the train.                 All photos by Mike Page 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Above: the 76084 Locomotive Company’s ‘Standard 4’ 76084 heads the 12.00h ‘Mince Pie Special departure from Sheringham to Holt on December 31, 2014. 
It was beautiful bright cold day with a strong wind blowing. This was almost the only spot likely to cause the smoke to drop. Trains were full - good news all 
round.  Horwich Works outshopped 76084 on March 28, 1957 and she was sent to Lower Darwen (24D). Her last shed was Wigan (Springs Branch – 10A) 
before her withdrawal in December 1967.                        John Hunting  
Below: On the HSB at Gernrode in the former East Germany we see 2-10-2T 99.7240-7. The last digit is a computer check number. The former standard gauge 
station building can be seen in the background. The HSB route to Quedlinburg is on the former DR standard gauge track bed.        Richard Tremaine 
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